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The letter last week discussed the concept of deception. Of deep concern is that some people are self-deceived into thinking they are Christians. The Bible tells us to test ourselves: Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail the test? (2Cor 13:5) The Bible is clear that there are church members who are not God’s children: 
· 2Cor 11:26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;
· Gal 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.
· 1John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
· Matt 13:25-30 "But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. (26) "But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. (27) "The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?' (28) "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The slaves *said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?' (29) "But he *said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. (30) 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."'"

There is a terrifying judgment for those who are self-deceived about their relationship to Jesus Christ. Jesus says that you may be doing a lot in His name but if He does not know you then you are not one of His disciples:
Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  (22)  "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  (23)  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.' 
Paul also tells all church members (2 Cor 13:5) to be certain regarding the true state of their heart, mind, and soul.  Asking the Lord to test us is not a new concept:
Job 13:23 "How many are my iniquities and sins? Make known to me my rebellion and my sin.
Psa 26:2 Examine me, O Lord, and try me; Test my mind and my heart.
Psa 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;
Psa 139:24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way.
Paul previously had told this church to test themselves before partaking of communion:
1Cor 11:28-31 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. 30For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.
There is also the sober warning by the writer of Hebrews:
Heb 6:4-8 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame. 7For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.
The writer of Hebrews is not stating that people can lose their salvation. He is saying that many in the church have benefited from being a member of a church as they have heard the word of God, participated in Holy Communion, been baptized, attended Sunday School classes, and had other benefits of being in a congregation of believers, but all that does not mean they are saved. Christianity is not a religion in that you can learn the rules, walk the aisle, be baptized, attend all services, pay money and time and then be a Christian. A person is a Christian only if he has been born again into the family of God (John 3:3, 7).  The demons are lost but believe (James 2:19). Knowledge and even obedience to the regulations of the church do not save anyone. 

A true Christian examination focuses not on externals but on the heart and uses externals only for a measure of the heart. Are we truly abhorrent about our sin nature, repented of those sins, and trust only in the double imputation of God in our lives for our salvation? Do we have such a desire for righteousness in our life that we long to know more of the word of God and to have fellowship with other Christians? Are we committed to obey the commands of Jesus (John 14:15)? Do we have a love for Jesus and for other Christians? Zephaniah also tells us three tests to take to determine our status before God:
Zeph 3:9 "For then I will give to the peoples purified lips, That all of them may call on the name of the LORD, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder.
Zeph 3:11-13 "In that day you will feel no shame Because of all your deeds By which you have rebelled against Me; For then I will remove from your midst Your proud, exulting ones, And you will never again be haughty On My holy mountain. (12) "But I will leave among you A humble and lowly people, And they will take refuge in the name of the LORD. (13) "The remnant of Israel will do no wrong And tell no lies, Nor will a deceitful tongue Be found in their mouths; For they will feed and lie down With no one to make them tremble." 
This first way is if we call on the name of the Lord and serve Him together with other children of God. The lips state what is dictated by the heart, so God gives a new heart and the lips are purified. Because God has given us a new heart we will call upon Him with pure lips asking to totally serve Him. We then worship only God and serve Him with other worshippers. We read in verses 11 and 12 the second way we can know if we are God’s spiritual children for God will have removed our prideful heart and made us meek and humble. The third way to know our status before God is given in verse 13 when we are living a holy life. We know that we are not perfect but our goal has been established as we desire to serve Him only and thoroughly as we grow in that new life. 

The important question to ask church attenders is not “Do you know Jesus” but “Does Jesus know you” (Matt 7:23). 
