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When I was studying the Minor Prophets, it was noted that many religious leaders were teaching the Israelites theology of false gods.  The question arose as to why were they doing that?  Although the texts say some motives were monetary, certainly the main reason was that they were deceived into thinking that what they were teaching was the truth.  Today we also see that some teachers/pastors are teaching false doctrines.  They also must be deceived as they seem to be sincere.  Satan has been deceiving people since the very beginning:  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  (Gen. 3:13) Satan is still in the deception business so we all need to be careful t not be deceived as James warned his fellow Christians:  Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  (James 1:16)   Jesus also warned of people trying to deceive His people:
· Matt. 24:5  “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many.”
· Matt. 24:11  “Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.”
· Matt. 24:24  “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”
Paul also warned the church to not be deceived in the manner done by Satan:  But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  (2 Cor. 11:3)  Before we were saved we were deceived  by the world and especially by Satan:  For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  (Titus 3:3)

The heart is mostly identified with conscience, our understanding of right and wrong, so it functions as the seat of moral and ethical behavior.  Remember our letter on morality and ethics.  Jesus tells us to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and mind:  And He said to him, ’you shall love the Lord your God will all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ (Matt. 22:37)  When we were saved our heart was changed with God’s law written on our hearts:  “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, “declared the LORD.  “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”  (Jer. 31:3)  After this change, we can come to God with a pure heart:  Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  (Heb. 10:22)

But a heart can be deceived:
· Deut. 11:16  “Beware that your hears are not deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other gods and worship them.”
· Isa. 44:20  He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside.  And he cannot deliver himself nor say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?”
· James 1:26  If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceived his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless.
· Jer. 49:16 “As for the terror of you, the arrogance of your heart has deceived you, O you who live in the clefts of the rock, who occupy the height of the hill.  Though you make your nest as high as an eagle’s, I will bring you down from there” declares the LORD.
There are many ways a heart can be deceived.  A heart can become “fattened” when one lives according to the riches and pleasures of the world and so become deceived into thinking that such is the life God has promised as some preacher teach:
· James 5:5  You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.
· 1John 3;17  But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brothers in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?
The world always tries to deceive a Christian.  Paul reminds us that these worldly tendencies will keep us out of the Kingdom of God:
	1 Cor. 6:9-10  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolators,  nor adulterers, not effeminate, nor homosexuals, not thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
Worldly news and “entertainment” especially work to deceive people about practicing fornication, adultery, effeminate behavior, and homosexuality.  Many churches also accept such practices as acceptable behavior for their members and even their preachers.

Paul also gives us excellent knowledge about being in the world:  Do not be deceived, “Bad company corrupts good orals.” (1 Cor. 15:33)  We are not taken out of the world but we are not to be stained by the world.  A spiritual stain can also cause much suffering by us and others that we love. Many people will try to give the Christian a spiritual stain:
· 2 Tim. 3;13  But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
· 2John 1:7  For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.  This is the deceiver and the antichrist.
We should stay away from such teachings of deception by recognizing them:  For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.  (Rom.16:18)  There are so many sources of worldly stain today that not getting stained is very difficult and impossible by our power alone.  However, if we are really a Christian then getting stained by the world is very painful and we will work hard to apply spiritual teaching to remove the stain.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One day the main source of deception will be removed forever: And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Rev, 20:10)   Until that day comes, let us all put God’s Word in our hearts as a guide to avoid being deceived:
1John 2:24  As for you, let that abide in you which you heart from the beginning.  If what you heart from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.
