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Jesus said the greatest commandment concerns our love for God: 
Matt 22:37-38 And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  (38)  "This is the great and foremost commandment.

Christians also have these important verses commanding us to love others:
1.) Love our neighbor: Matt 22:39 “The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
2.) Love Fellow Christians: John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”
1John 4:21 “And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.”

Why did Jesus give us a new commandment (John 13:34)?  Since He called this a new commandment, it must be very important. So why is it so important?   We only have to go to the next verse to see why Jesus gave us this command: “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35)

Our love for each other demonstrates a unity among the people making up the body of Christ that is to be demonstrated to the world.  Jesus also told us to love our neighbors. So let’s contrast these two commands.  Neighbors are all the people with whom we have contact, but brothers are fellow Christians.  We also don’t always love ourselves for there are times when we know that we are not behaving as Jesus would act, and we need to make corrections under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. But Jesus always loves us, and we love the person He will make us become.  We are indeed to love our neighbors, but we are to have a deeper and always present love for our fellow believers that will demonstrate to the world that we are true disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Christians all have differences, and some are very different!  Some of us are extroverts and some are introverts.  Some of us have some annoying habits, and some of us really try the patience of other people!  Some of us are not very likeable but we are commanded to love each other.  When people see us with all of our “warts” and that we still have a deep love for each other, they know that there is something significantly different about Christians.  

Although God has many characteristics that He has revealed to us, one of His main traits is that He is love (my bolding):“And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” (1 John 4:16)

God also provides a test for us to determine if we indeed do love our fellow Christians:
1John 5:2-3 “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”
Someone recently asked me what the world might look like if people were all filled with the love of God and I think it would look like the early church with all giving not 10% but all they had for use by those in need:

Acts 4:32-35 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them.  (33)  And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.  (34)  For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales  (35)  and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.
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God also reveals to us the importance of loving our brothers which demonstrates that we really love God: “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.” (1 John 4:20) God also tells us a reason for loving each other, no matter how unlikable someone may be:
1John 4:11-12 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.”
How we demonstrate that love for others can be seen by reading Matt 25:35-40. 

Think for a few minutes about how unloving we were to our Holy God when He demonstrated His love for us:
Eph 2:3-7 “Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
God demonstrated His great love for us when we were extremely unlovable!  If He could love us under such conditions then surely we can love each other.  The next time we are with someone who is a fellow believer in Christ, we need to think about how much God loved him to send Jesus to die for him.  If we cannot love that person when considering God’s love then maybe something is wrong with our heart!  This great love that we reflect toward other believers is to be seen by the world so that all men will know that we are truly disciples of Jesus Christ.

1Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

Love one another!

