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This letter starts my eighth year of sending letters via email to Christians in many parts of the globe – thanks to long-time friend John Speed who first suggested that I do this! A great start to this new year is to examine the command of our Lord Jesus Christ as recorded by Matthew:
Matt 28:19-20 NASB  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  (20)  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Jesus gives His disciples marching orders. We are to 
1.) make disciples of all the nations, 
2.) baptize those disciples in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
3.) teach them to observe all of His commands. 

The first order is to make disciples of all the nations. We first have to know what is a disciple. Wikipedia defines the word as: 
The term "disciple" is derived from the Koine Greek word mathetes, which means a pupil (of a teacher) or an apprentice (to a master craftsman), coming to English by way of the Latin discipulus meaning a learner. A disciple is different from an apostle, which instead means a messenger. While a disciple is one who learns from a teacher, an apostle is one sent to deliver those teachings or a message.
We see from this definition the difference between disciples and apostles. Only those people personally sent by Jesus to deliver His teachings are categorized as apostles. The apostles are then also disciples, but not all disciples are apostles. The Bible also informs us that all Christians are disciples of Jesus Christ: “and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26 NASB) It is then not possible to be a Christian without also being a disciple of Jesus Christ. An excellent book on this topic is “Discipleship” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. There are disciples of other religions such as Zen Buddhists who are adherents of Buddhism, Muslims who are followers of Mohammed., and Zoroastrians who are adherents of Zoroastrianism. 

There is a huge difference between someone becoming a disciple of Mohammed and becoming a Christian who is a disciple of Jesus Christ. A powerful world political leader recently said that he had studied the teachings of the great religious leaders and decided that the teachings of Jesus were the most compelling, and so he decided to be a Christian. That is an acceptable procedure for someone to take to become a Zen Buddhist or a Muslim. However, Jesus is quoted as saying that to see the Kingdom of Heaven a person must be born again (John 3:3) and that rebirth requires an action by God first. One becomes a Christian by initiation by God only! It is not an open religion like all other religions. Christians do not cause anyone, including himself, to become a disciple. So what does Jesus mean by the first order being to make disciples of all the nations? The term “make disciples” means to develop a born-again person into a proper disciple of Jesus Christ. It is similar to “work out your salvation” in: “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;” (Phil 2:12 NASB) Working out our salvation is the sanctification phase of salvation when we become more like Christ in every aspect of our lives on earth. 

The first portion of the marching orders given by Jesus is that Christians are to educate other Christians about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. This task will last for a lifetime as being a disciple of Jesus is the total dedication of the person to His Lord:  “And He was saying to them all, If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23 NASB) This action means that a person must die to himself and give himself totally to Jesus Christ: “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. (26) For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  (Matt 16:25-26 NASB) Christians are to help other Christians develop their sanctification after God causes them to be born again. 

The second task of the marching orders involves what most of us will not have the honor of doing and that is baptizing the disciples. Even the apostle Paul only baptized a few people so that task is not intended for every disciple of Jesus Christ but for those in ordained positions. 

The third task is to teach the disciples to observe all His commands. This overlaps with discipling Christians since becoming more Christ-like will certainly involve developing the desire to obey Him: 
· John 14:21 NASB “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 
· John 14:24 NASB "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.
However it is easy to become legalistic with this task. Jesus is not saying that we are to prove our love of Him by keeping His commandments. He is also not saying that keeping His commandments will result in our salvation. Jesus is saying that because we have been granted forgiveness of all our sins and the perfect life of Jesus has been imputed into our accounts before God, we will have an overpowering desire to obey the One responsible for those great gifts. The reader can do a web search on commands of Jesus to determine some of the commands:
This web site lists 38 commands of Jesus in addition to the Ten:
http://www.loveallpeople.org/pearl-thecommandmentsofjesus.html
This site lists 50 commands of Jesus: http://www.swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Commands/index.htm
However I would recommend that we focus on our sanctification and assisting other Christians with their sanctification in all aspects of developing Christians into living as Jesus would. Take time this week to study the Bible to determine how Jesus would live your daily life. Pray that God will teach you so that you will be pleasing to Him. 
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