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 “Be What You Can Be”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
I, my wife, and my son spent the 1977-1978 year in Sweden where I was Visiting Professor of Quantum Chemistry at the University of Uppsala, Jeff spent the year in the fifth grade of a Swedish school, and Carol was taking care of us and teaching some women the Bible. It was a wonderful year from many perspectives. One day I went to downtown Uppsala to exercise at a gym. As I was leaving a dead bee fell off the door frame and landed on my neck sticker first! As I felt the sting from that dead bee, a thought immediately came into my mind: “You cannot be what you can be until you be what you are!” This sounded so profound – or strange – that it is still stuck in my mind 33 years since the event. I have thought about it many times over the years and would like to expound on it a little now.

Many people go though life with no plans at all and that is absolutely absurd to me. If one does not make any plans for the future then it is almost a certainty that nothing of consequence will be accomplished. Having no plan is really having a plan to achieve nothing.  I have always had a plan of some sort although often God changed it. As we go though life we make many decisions that branch our life line in different directions. Not every decision results in extraordinary changes in one’s life line but some decisions lead to consequences that cannot be undone. For example, if someone decides to do something illegal, gets caught, and then is convicted of a felony some choices of the future have been made for him. A felon cannot carry a gun (probably a good thing!), cannot vote, and will always have to put on a job application that he has been convicted of a felony crime. Diving into murky water without first examining below its surface or tackling someone improperly in football may result in a broken neck and a lifetime of paralysis. Deciding to quit a job and go back to school may result in a career that otherwise could not be attained. Studying for a test rather than partying with friends may result in an “A” in a course that prepares you for a great career. Actions and choices in life have consequences. 
Let’s examine this statement one part at a time. “You Can’t Be What You Can Be” represents the future accomplishments of a person. It implies that there is a limit to one’s self-fulfillment.  “Until You Be What You Are” is to be fully accomplished at each branch points. 

Branch Points

Every day in school from kindergarten through completion of formal education is extremely important. Each person sets his achievement goals early in life as he decides either to study each lesson to learn as much as possible, to do the absolute minimum of class work to keep out of trouble, or to not do the homework and just coast in class as most schools will allow a person to do. If one decides to play a sport then many opportunities present themselves such as learning how to depend upon others to do their part so that the team achieves success. There are many different types of teams such as football, soccer, lacrosse, baseball, basketball, or some other physical sport. There are other cooperative ventures such as the band, plays and debate teams. If one does not participate in some sort of team activity then he misses developing a comradeship that can be beneficial throughout life. 

If a person does not learn how to properly study early in his education phase then he is handicapped throughout life. In high school I was mainly told to just memorize parts of the books and even told what parts would be emphasized on the tests rather than studying the material to properly master an understanding of the topics. Then when I went to college I was very handicapped because the testing was not done as it was in high school and the level of competition was higher! In college I was actually expected to learn the material! I spent 40 years teaching at the college level and every semester I would have quite a few students ask me “what will be on the test?” University level tests are most often like real life in that you never know what will be on the test. Not all branch points can be anticipated or even easily recognized at the time they occur, but one can learn to watch for them and recognize most of them. 
Be What You Are

To “be what you are” means to accomplish all that you are capable of doing during each stage of your life between major branch points. For example if someone decides to go to college then he needs to be the very best that he can be with every course taken. This means that one needs to learn to apply himself to the very best of his ability every day. Of course one can take vacations and get needed rest but not at the expense of applying himself to the tasks at hand. 

Be What You Can Be

Now if a person has carefully weighed each major branch point and fulfilled himself in the intervals between branch points then he can become the very best that he can possibly be. This approach will maximize the potential of the person. However since I am a Christian, I know that God is involved in my life and assuring that everything works to my good (Rom 8:28). “My good” is whatever is best for me from God’s perspective and not necessarily from my perspective.

Guidelines for Being
The following verses require no explanation and only need to be memorized and practiced daily. I have underlined portions for emphasis regarding the purpose of this letter. 
Rom 12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Col 3:15-17 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
We must actively resist becoming conformed to the teachings of this world and renew our minds by letting the word of Christ dwell richly within us at all times. Then we can be what we are at each moment in life so that we can be what we can be in the future. 
