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 “Names of God: Review”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
There is no way to exhaust a study of the character of God! There are many books on the names of God and one contains a study of 365 names so that there is one for every day! The name Jehovah occurs more than 6000 times and the name Elohim occurs more than 2000 times so these are the most prevalent names God gives us for Himself. He has given us many names so that we can know Him better. We cannot know Him completely even if He gave us millions of names describing Him. In this series, we have briefly studied seventeen names revealing much about the God who saved us from His wrath by the sacrifice of His son and adopted us into His family. By meditating on these names we do learn much about the One who is beyond our total understanding. So perhaps it is time to review those names and move on to another topic for future weekly letters. Following are the names of God we have studied with the Strong’s reference number in parenthesis. Each of these names has been discussed in preceding weeks and are available on the website.
Elohim: The Creator (0430). God is the Creator of all things visible and invisible and He keeps everything functioning according to His will. Since He created all things He also rules of all things.
El Elyon: God Most High is Sovereign (5945). God is the sovereign ruler of the universe and this name is also translated “the most exalted God”. Because He is sovereign over all things we can absolutely trust all His promises (such as Rom 8:28).
Jehovah: The Self-existent One (3068). God always exists and so was not created. Many Bible translations print this name as LORD (all caps). He never changes for He alone is perfect and not requiring or subject to any modification. 
El Roi: The God Who Sees (7200). He knows all that happens in the entire world. He is involved in the lives of His covenant people and others. He sees all and thus is able to judge righteously the actions of everyone of all time. We can rest knowing that perfect justice will be done by Him.
El Shaddai: Our Sustainer (7706). This name also appears in translations as “Almighty God”. He is the One who has further revealed Himself in the New Testament as the Lord Jesus Christ whose sacrifice guarantees our salvation. 
Jehovah Raah: The Lord My Shepherd (7462). We learn much of this name in the 23rd Psalm. He will give us rest so that we can be more useful in the Kingdom of God. He will guide us in our sanctification as our character is being molded to be more in line with His character. He helps us in all aspects of our lives and will one day take us into our new home with Him. 
Jehovah Jireh: The Lord will provide (3070). We know of this name in reference to His providing a substitute sacrifice for Abraham’s son, Isaac. We must trust God to provide even in times when such seem unlikely. Trusting God must be learned as Paul relates in Phil 4:12. God loves His children and will provide for their needs in His time and according to His plans.
Jehovah Mekoddishkem: The Lord Who Sanctifies You (6942). Sanctification is setting apart for service to the Lord and happens instantaneously to His people at justification and progressively throughout our lives on earth. After being born again we are walking temples of God and should always be conscious of that fact as He sanctifies us.
Jehovah Rapha: The One Who Heals (7495). Rapha means to restore, to heal, or to make healthful. In the Bible we read of God healing problems in individuals whether spiritual, emotional, or physical. All Christians have been healed of their spiritual death (Eph 2:1) in being born again. We may never see complete healing in this life on earth because all is done in His will and time but we must trust Him. 
Jehovah Shalom: The Lord is Peace (3073). All Christians have received peace with God by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and that peace was the main purpose of His life, death, and resurrection (John 14:27; Rom 5:1). Peace within ourselves comes as we learn to trust God regardless of our circumstances and walk with Him (Gal 6:16).
Jehovah Tsidkenu: The Lord is our Righteousness (3072). Sin nature is in every human being and only by receiving His righteousness does anyone have hope. Without this righteousness imputed into our accounts we are without hope and under the wrath of God (John 3:36). So this name should be always on our minds. 
Adonai: The Master of All or The Lord (0136). It usually appears in translations as Lord and often in compound with Jehovah. In Greek the name is stated as Kurios, also signifying absolute ownership and authority. Those who are stated in the Bible as “in Christ” must be in absolute obedience to Him. One day every tongue will profess Him as Adonai (Phil 2:11). 
Jehovah Nissi: He is our Banner (3071). Entrance into the Christian life does not promise a life of leisure, prosperity and worldly happiness but a life led by Jehovah Nissi in a battlefield against the enemies of God. Because He is the banner that leads us we can be assured of victory because He is Sovereign El Elyon as well as all that His other names represent. 
Jehovah Sabaoth: The Lord of Hosts (6635). This is a military name since “hosts” comes from a Hebrew word meaning “to wage war” or “armies”. The Lord is the Commander in Chief as well as the Banner. The armies of the Lord include all those in Christ who are armed and prepared for battle together with spiritual forces. We are called for battle (2 Tim 2:3-4; 2 Cor 10:3-6).
El Olam: The Lord Eternal (5769). Olam means universe, world, everlasting time, or space and perhaps all of these. This name conveys the concept of immutability which is of great comfort to us. The more we experience this characteristic of God the less anxious we become about any of our circumstances. He never changes so His counsel never changes (Psa 33:11).
El Qanna: He is Jealous (7067). God protects His people jealously from those who hate Him and us because we represent Him. We must also jealously protect ourselves from any idolatrous worship that misrepresents His Word in any way and our congregation of true believers when one strays from the truth. 
Jehovah Shammah: The Lord is There (3074). This name is only used once in the Old Testament in Ezekiel 48:33 as a promise to the Israelites that ultimately He will be there even though the earthly Jerusalem is destroyed. Just as the Israelites were tempted to doubt His return when they were in exile, we may be tempted to doubt His return after waiting over 2000 years. But He is there now and we are promised “that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:3).
From what we have examined so far we see that God is the creator of all that exists, visible and invisible; He is sovereign over all (omnipresent) and that His promises are trustworthy; He has always existed and will always exist; He sees everything and He knows everything (omniscient); He sustains everything including His children (omnipotent); He is the shepherd of all His children so they can all depend upon Him; He provides for all the needs of His children in every way; He sanctifies His children so that they are pure before Him and become purer before men; He heals His children in every possible way; He provides peace for His children; He gives His children the righteousness they need before Him; He is the master or Lord of all things and only His children can call Him Lord; He is the banner leading us at all times; He is The Lord of Hosts or the Commander-in-Chief of all His armies; He is the Eternal God and so is utterly trustworthy; He jealously protects His people; and He is with us in all situations and will be with us forever.

I recommend that you print the names and comments above and put them somewhere so that you can see them often and meditate upon them, praising God for who He is and for His love and grace. 

