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 “I AM sayings of Jesus: from above, Son of God”
Past issues of these letters (230 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
John 8:23 And He was saying to them, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.
Jesus makes two startling contrasts. He is teaching to the Pharisees and they could not understand Him. He is telling them that He is from heaven and they are of the world. Since they did not believe His previous statement that He was sent by the Father (John 8:18) they could not believe that His origin was not of the world. For context we need to read the preceding dialogue between Jesus and the Pharisees that had occurred:

John 8:21-22 He said therefore again to them, “I go away, and you shall seek Me, and shall die in your sin; where I am going, you cannot come.” 22Therefore the Jews were saying, "Surely He will not kill Himself, will He, since He says, 'Where I am going, you cannot come'?"

To Jesus these differences were very natural but to them they were very unnatural.  The only way they could reconcile His sayings was to assume that He was from the place of the dead. They deduced correctly that Jesus was talking about His death but they misunderstood His point since they did not believe in Him. They believed that the person who killed himself would go to the lowest places of hell. They thought that they would go to heaven so they reasoned that He must plan on killing Himself since they and He would then be in two different places after death. But Jesus was talking about a truth that they could not understand. There are two ways to die. One either dies in the Lord with blessing as stated in Rev 14:13a: And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" Or one dies in his sin to endure the wrath of God forever: John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." Jesus told them in verse 21 that they would die in their sins and would not be able to go where He is going (to heaven). 

In verse 23 Jesus is then explaining to them that they cannot understand His teachings because they did not believe His statements about who He is and their worldly understanding will not reveal that truth. He clearly explains the differences between them and those who can believe when He says that they are not of His sheep: John 10:26 "But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep. When He then tells them of the oneness between Him and the Father they prepare to stone Him to death because they thought His statement blasphemous: John 10:30 "I and the Father are one." Jesus next asks why they want to stone Him:

John 10:32 Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 33The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God." 34Jesus answered them, "Has it not been written in your Law, 'I said, you are gods'? 35If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken),
Here Jesus is quoting from Psalm 82:6 I said, "You are gods, And all of you are sons of the Most High. The judges in this psalm are called gods because they act for God in their judging and not because they are divine. They were sent by God for their specific task and so God had sent Jesus for His specific task. Jesus had previously told them that the Father sent Him:

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

John 6:57 "As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

John 8:18 "I am He who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me."
So for the Pharisees to say that Jesus is blaspheming when He is sent by the Father in a similar manner as the judges were sent is totally illogical. Jesus further elaborates on this truth of His origin and the relationship between Him and the Father in the following question:
John 10:36 do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world,' You are blaspheming,' because I said,' I am the Son of God'?
Jesus Christ has as His origin heaven and everyone else begins life in this world. Jesus is the Son of God with God as His father in a oneness that we cannot totally grasp. Before my regeneration I, like the Pharisees, was incapable of understanding or believing these statements by Jesus. People today who have not been regenerated also want to eliminate the truth of Jesus Christ and would stone Him if they could. Instead they will seek to stone Christians although perhaps in ways other than physical stoning. While many Christians are physically persecuted around the world, many others suffer ridicule, loss of jobs, social ostracism, and other abuses. Many of you reading this letter have been “stoned” because of your belief in Him and Scripture teaches us that we should count such events as joyful: James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, We should also know that we are blessed by such actions against us because of our love for Jesus: Luke 6:22 "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.
If you have been saving the letters in this sequence on the I AM sayings of Jesus (LT 1019-LT 1027), this would be a good time to review all of them and praise God that He has changed your heart so that you can believe and trust Him. 
