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 “Revelation Churches: Philadelphia”
Past issues of these letters (218 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Philadelphia was a very prosperous city that was damaged by the earthquake of 17 AD and rebuilt.  The town had previously been given two different names.  One of the names of the town had been Neocaesarea as a result of the help of Tiberius in rebuilding the town.  The other name had been Flavia after the family name of the emperor Vespasian.  It prospered because of its strategic location and the grape-growing business.  It had temples to many gods including Dionysus (Greek god of wine and festivity).  Like the church at Smyrna, it received only praise from the Lord and it had only external persecution rather than internal turmoil.  

Rev 3:7-8 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this:” 8'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.

Jesus presents Himself as the holy God, He is the true God, He is the promised descendent of David, He is the One who opens and nobody else can shut, and He is the One who shuts and nobody else can open. What is He opening?  Several possible interpretations have been given including the door of salvation but that does not seem to fit this scene.  Jesus offers a lot of praise for these people so they are already saved.  But now that they are saved, they have a tremendous opportunity for effective service.  Paul spoke of such a door in 1 Cor 16:8-9, 2 Cor 1:12-13, and Col 4:2-4
God opens and closes doors of service and when one is open we need to go forth and spread the Word to those He has prepared to receive it.  Doors opened or closed by the world are never to be considered as Divine guidance.  Paul overcame many of the word’s closed doors and suffered greatly to serve Jesus through Divinely opened doors.  He could also be referring to Himself as the only way to the Father:

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.’”

Rev 3:9 “Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie-- behold, I will make them to come and bow down at your feet, and to know that I have loved you.”
Jesus had previously told Jewish Pharisees that they were of Satan as recorded by John in John 8:44.  Now He is telling the church that followers of Satan are claiming falsely to be Jews.  It is very interesting that in the Old Covenant the Jews were told that the Gentiles would bow to them (Isaiah 60:14).  But now in the New Covenant, the Christian is the true Jew (Rom 2:28-29; Gal 3:29).  These Jews will now be caused to bow before the church because the church is the body of Christ and all will bow before Him.  All will know that Jesus loves the church.  
Rev 3:10-11 “Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 11'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown.”
The meaning of keeping them from the hour of testing does not mean removal but protection.  The same meaning was told by John when recording the great teachings by Jesus:
John 17:15 “I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.”

A great time of testing for Christians has been happening over the entire world since the coming of the Kingdom of God at the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Certainly soon after the time of the writing of this letter Christians were severely tested and many were martyred.   There will continue to be times of great testing and only those who have been born again will come through spiritually unscathed.  

As discussed previously, when Jesus says that He is coming quickly He does not mean immediately but He means that when He comes there will be no warning.  He will come at a time not expected.  Remember that the word for crown here means wreath that is given a winner of a game so it is not the crown of righteousness.  Neither we nor anyone else can take away our salvation but we can lose some victories for Christ and thus miss a reward.  

Rev 3:12-13 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 13'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'”

Here Jesus is not referring to a literal temple for we are told in Rev 21:22 that there will be no temple in heaven because God is everywhere there.  The promise of being a pillar in God’s temple is a promise of security.  We who fight against evil within and without, and who persevere will be made totally unmovable in the life hereafter.  We will then not even be tempted by evil.  We will live forever in the presence of God and nothing will ever be able to remove us from His presence as we will continue to praise Him and learn of Him.  

The three names in this verse are not of the Trinity.  Names were very important in NT times and they often indicated some aspect of the person’s character or lineage.  The written names of those who persevere will specify that such people are the property of God and not to be touched by any other being.  Having the name of God on us indicates that we belong to Him.  Having the name of the city on us indicates that we belong in the city of God (chapters 21 and 22 of Revelation).  Having the new name of Jesus on us will be His name as the Judge of all and that we have passed out of that judgment.  Those three names give us the permanence upon which we will depend forever.  Jesus ends this letter by again saying that only those who have been born again can hear and understand His message.  

