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 “Salvation: The Holy Spirit”
Past issues of these letters (206 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 17 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Salvation began with a person spiritually dead (Eph 2:1) who was regenerated (born again), given faith, used faith to repent, declared justified before God and he is now a suitable temple for the Holy Spirit:

1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

2Cor 6:16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

The Holy Spirit is an equal partner in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  He has many actions in the life of the child of God.  The Bible tells us that unless one has the Holy Spirit, he is not a child of God (Rom 8:9).  The Holy Spirit is entirely selfless as He always points to Jesus Christ and does not rely on His own initiative, much as Jesus always did the will of the Father (John 16:13-14).

The Holy Spirit has other names and titles: Spirit of God (Gen 1:2; Phil 3:3), Holy Spirit (Psa 51:11; Acts 2:4), Counselor (John 14:16; 16:7), Spirit of the Lord (1 Sam 16:13; 2 Cor 3:17), Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7), Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11), Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13), and Spirit of Grace (Heb 10:29). 

Of His many works, He is the One who gives spiritual life to the chosen child of God:  
Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

He then teaches God’s children the truth about Jesus and the will of God for their lives (John 14:26).  He guides the Christian as He convicts of sin and provides discipline (John 16:8, 13).  He gives the power to witness properly to other people (Acts 1:8).  He frees Christians from the power of sin and death (Rom 8:2).  He gives gifts to the Christians (Eph 4:11-13).  He fills the believers to empower them to speak and write the Word of God (Acts 4:31).  He seals believers to guarantee their eternity with God (2 Cor 1:22) and He will raise their mortal bodies from the dead (Rom 8:11).

New Christians are born again by the power of the Holy Spirit and fashioned by the Holy Spirit in resisting sinful desires (Gal 5:16-18).  He helps Christians turn from their sins (Gal 5:19-21) and He works in exhibiting spiritual qualities in the life of the Christian (Gal 5:24-26).  He is the Christians’ personal counselor and they are sealed for perseverance by Him.  The Holy Spirit also applies gifts to Christians for the edification of the Church (Eph 4:12).  Each Christian is given gifts (1 Cor 12:7, 11) and it is crucial for each Christian to understand the command  to serve the church using the gift(s) from the Holy Spirit: 
1Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. (“employ it” is bolded as a command.)
It is extremely important to understand that the spiritual gifts are administered by the Holy Spirit to each member for the common good of the church:

1Cor 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

It is not possible to be exhaustive in listing the gifts because some other words in Scripture could also be interpreted as gifts in addition to those listed here, but below are the main spiritual gifts as understood by most theologians.  The gift of apostle is listed but the majority position is that this gift ceased with the death of the last original apostle in New Testament times.   

Romans 12:3-8
1 Cor 12:8-10, 28-30

Ephesians 4:11    1 Peter 4:9-11
Prophecy

Word of Wisdom

*Apostleship
     Hospitality
Ministering (helps)
Word of Knowledge

Prophecy
     Speaking


Teaching

Faith



Evangelism

Exhorting

Healing


Pastoring

Giving


Miracles


Teaching

Government (ruling)
Prophecy

Showing mercy
Discernment

Service


Tongues




Interpretation



*Apostleship               
Teaching

Ministration (helps)

Government (ruling)

(*Apostleship is considered limited to the original apostles.)

The interested reader can read more on the Holy Spirit on my web site at http://LivingTheology.com/HolySpiritI.doc and at http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm but the above gives us enough occasions to praise God for the indwelling Holy Spirit in our lives.  
