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 “Spiritual Gifts II”
Past issues of these letters (156 so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (43 articles, 11 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
I hope that you have taken the time to go through some method of determining your spiritual gift for now we will look at them in some detail.  For gifts that are scripturally active in our time, we will use the three-fold analysis (gift, ministry, and empowerment) to aid in understanding its applications.  

GIFT: Apostle
The word "apostle" appears 19 times in the New Testament.  In its technical sense, this word means those who were witnesses to the works of Christ and who were personally commissioned by Christ to establish the church. Some people have postulated that this gift is still active today in that missionaries who are church planters have the apostle gift. Paul, in 1 Cor 9:1 stressed the importance of an apostle having seen the Lord Jesus Christ, and certainly he was the last one to have that honor. Reading in the New Testament the number of times that Paul himself had to defend his claim that he was an apostle certainly makes one think that he was indeed the last true apostle. The reformed theology understanding is that this gift ceased with the death of the last apostle in New Testament times. 
GIFT: Prophet 
This word appears 64 times in the New Testament and 156 times in the Old Testament. There are two possible interpretations of this word. One would be the person who revealed the truth of God to the people of God involving foretelling or predictive revelations from God. However God no longer reveals "new truth" about Himself to His people since He is fully revealed in Jesus. The Bible is closed with the book of Revelation and we have a very strong warning for people claiming to further add to the Bible (Rev 22:18-19). 
The second possible interpretation of the word prophesy is an ability to understand and to engage in the exposition of the Word of God or forthtelling.  Prophets such as Isaiah were involved in both foretelling and forthtelling.  Paul speaks of this use of the gift extensively in 1 Cor 14 and especially we read 
1Cor 14:3 "But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation." 

Theologians whom I respect very much such as Dr. James Montgomery Boice explain that the gift of prophesy must be understood in its technical sense (the first meaning above) and thus this gift has ceased. Other people believe that this gift is still active in its second sense as stated above. It seems to me that we should accept the position of Dr. James M. Boice and others who say that there are no Prophets today since people often portray themselves as Prophets using the first meaning. People claiming that they have new revelations from God or who say that they know when Jesus will come again are certainly speaking contrary to Biblical truth. The Bible's requirement for such a prophet or foreteller is that the person must be 100% accurate. Because of the misuse of the term, I prefer to say that the gift of teaching involves the second possible interpretation of prophesy (forthtelling) and that the gift has ceased. Certainly a gifted teacher has the gift to understand and to engage in the exposition of the Word of God. 
GIFT: Evangelism

This gift most certainly is still active in the world today. The word appears only three times in the New Testament (Acts 21:8, Eph 4:11, 2 Tim 4:5).  The meaning of the Greek word is "one who announces good news". The person with the gift of evangelism then has a special ability to communicate the Gospel. Philip is the only person in the New Testament who was actually called an evangelist (Acts 21:8) and he was a deacon. Dr. James M. Boice states in "Foundations of the Christian Faith" that he has known quite a few men and women who definitely had this gift and none of them was ordained. Although every Christian with this gift must certainly know the Gospel and be able to answer questions pertaining to it, a formal theological education is not required.  I can then give the three-fold examination of this gift.

1. Gift: Evangelism 

2. Ministry: church visitation teams, always be on the alert for God to use this gift through you in any situation (plane travel, business associations, interactions with neighbors, family interactions, travel with professional evangelists to help with their ministry, etc).  
3. Empowerment: be open to encouragement from God to use the gift, contact the church administration to identify needs of this gift.  Your church should have outreach ministries where this gift can be used.  

Has the Holy Spirit given you the gift of evangelism?  We are all to bear witness to what God has done in our life but some of you may have this special gift and, if so, you would feel compelled to use it wherever you go.  You would feel guilty when missing an opportunity to use this gift and God will richly reward you when you do allow Him to work this gift through you.

If the Lord wills, we will examine more gifts next week.

