Matthew

Lesson 8, Chapters 10-11
Class Notes for March 3, 2020




Instructions for His Disciples
For more than a year Jesus had been traveling throughout Galilee and surrounding provinces bringing good news about the Kingdom of God, teaching the multitudes who followed Him, healing people and casting out demons.  No two healing events were accomplished in the same way pointing to the man and not the method, including the woman who had a 12-year hemorrhage and touched the fringe of Jesus' prayer shawl.  Jesus confirmed that it was His power that brought healing to her.  Among those healed, a combination of faith and belief brought wholeness to them, more than healing but a completeness in both physical and spiritual wellbeing.  In the crowd, scribes and Pharisees were following and observing what was happening with a critical disposition, hoping to find evidence to discredit Jesus' claims to be the Messiah long awaited by Israel.  He was bringing change, something new, seen as a threat by the established religious leaders.

Matt. 10:1-15


Sending out twelve disciples
v. 1-4  Among the many disciples are twelve whom Jesus will chose as apostles.  A disciple is someone who follows a teacher, accepts what is being taught, and adheres to those teachings.  An apostle is someone who is sent by, with a message from, and the authority of the one who sent him.  A disciple applies to all who believe in and follow Jesus, while an apostle designates an office in the church.  A disciple is a follower; an apostle is a leader.  Jesus chose twelve which is the historical number for government, as with the twelve tribes of Israel, while there was always a single leader such as Moses, Joshua, David,  etc.  Judas Iscariot is included in this list with a disclaimer as the one who betrayed Jesus.  This statement tells us that Matthew wrote his gospel in retrospect and not concurrent with the events.  Jesus delegated to the apostles His authority to cast out demons, heal diseases, raise the dead, and cleanse lepers.  v. 1, 8    Brief biographies of the apostles are attached.
v. 5-15  The military might call this a "mission briefing."  Jesus instructed the apostles about what they were to do and how their mission was to be accomplished.  Jesus' compassion for the distressed and dispirited sheep without a shepherd   Matt. 9:36, brought action.  The apostles were to go to the "lost sheep" of Israel with the message of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Signs confirming the truth of their message would accompany the gospel as they would perform miracles as Jesus did, always pointing back to Him who already had a widespread reputation for such demonstrating such signs.  The apostles were instructed to rely on the people for their support.  Those who provided them accommodations were to be blessed, while those who rejected the apostles could expect severe judgment.  God has made Himself evident to everyone, both through what they can observe and experience, and an internal knowledge about God.  No one has an excuse.  Rom. 1:19-20
Matt. 10:16-31

Opposition they will face
v. 16-20  The apostles would experience not only rejection but also persecution.  Jesus told them to be wise but gentle.  They could anticipate opposition from the Jews, even trials and scourging.  In addition, they would be brought before the Roman governors and kings.  Jesus assured them that this was to be expected and that these confrontations would have a purpose:  a testimony about Jesus and the truth of the gospel to both the Jews and the Gentiles.  This must have been daunting news, but Jesus told them not to worry because the Holy Spirit would speak through them.  v. 21-23  There will also be turmoil in families as some are saved and others resist the gospel, even resulting in death.  A time frame is given which extends beyond the lifetimes of the apostles:  until Jesus comes again.

v. 24-31  The apostles' message will cause so much dissention that they will be hated, just as they had witnessed opposition to Jesus.  They are to be bold in bringing the gospel.  The message is effective for those who are saved, and they will endure.  Jesus will not lose a single one.  John 8:27-29   Jesus brings eternal life, and even physical death will not cancel God's work of salvation.  While men can do much harm, even death, they are not to be feared.  Suffering for Christ's sake is addressed at length by Peter.  1 Peter 2:21, 3:14-17, 4:12-19   Those who are in Christ are loved by God and kept by Him.  Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom.  Prov. 9:10
Matt. 10:32 - Matt. 11:1
Commitment and reward
v. 32-33  "Therefore" means that there is a conclusion based on what has preceded.  Because we are loved by God, fear Him, endure hardships and persecution for Jesus, are faithful disciples who have a consistent testimony before people, Jesus will confirm our salvation before the Father.  And the opposite is also true.  Denying Jesus has disastrous results.
v. 34-39  A sword divides.  The sword of the Spirit is the word of God.  Eph. 6:17  Truth and lies are not compatible.  There is spiritual warfare on earth and in heavenly places. Eph. 6:12  This conflict often divides families, and it is important to keep priorities straight.  We are to love our family, but not more than we love Christ.  In spite of this spiritual conflict, we have peace from Jesus that passes all understanding through prayer and the fruit of the Spirit.  Phil 4:6-7;  John 14:27, 16:33.  The commitment is total:  we are a new creation, we die to self and live for Christ, laying aside our old self and putting on our new self, no longer slaves to sin but slaves to righteousness.  Rom. 6:17-19
v. 40-42  The office of apostle ended with the death of John, but every Christian represents Jesus as witnesses to the world.  We bring the good news of salvation in Christ, and those who accept our testimony are accepting Jesus.  Rewards are stated as commensurate with the service given.  A prophet receives a prophet's reward, a righteous man receives that reward, and the simplest act of service by a disciple is also rewarded.

Matt. 11:1  Chapter 10 is one of the six great teaching sections in the gospel of Matthew.  Jesus gave instructions to His twelve disciples and then gave them an example as He went to teach and preach in their cities. Jesus' teaching methods are taught even today --  explain and then demonstrate!

The teachings of Jesus are presented in Ch. 5-7 the Sermon on the Mount,  Ch. 10 instructions for disciples, Ch. 13 kingdom parables, Ch. 18-19:12 practicing faithfulness, Ch. 23 false religion, and 

Ch. 24-25 the Olivet Discourse.
Matt. 11:2-19


Confirming evidence
v. 2-6  Jesus was going about the land teaching, preaching, healing, casting out demons, training His disciples, while John the Baptist is still in prison.  Also, there was a lot of resistance to Jesus from the established Jewish leaders, and plots were beginning to fester to take action against Him.  The men who had first followed John were still in touch with him, and they surely relayed a lot of this information to him.  John needed reassurance that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah or would there be someone else.  Jesus' answer was to quote from the prophecies of Isaiah about the signs to accompany the true Messiah.  Isa. 35:5-6   Jesus had proclaimed the beginning of His ministry by quoting Isa. 61:1-2 which prophesied the purpose of the incarnation.  Verse 6 sounds a bit like, "Be patient and you will see."  Although John may have been impatient, Jesus is right on schedule.
v. 7-14  Jesus took this opportunity to speak about John, reminding the people about the crowds who had gone out into the wilderness to hear him preach and be baptized by him.  Jesus confirmed that John was truly a prophet, and even more.  A prophet is one who speaks for God.  John was the one who came fulfilling the prophecy about the messenger who would proclaim the way for the Messiah.  "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD."  Mal. 4:5  In fact, Jesus identified John as the very first GOAT -- Greatest Of All Time, even though John had performed no signs or miracles.  John10:41  Many prophets had come before John, and the Jews considered Elijah to be the foremost.  Jesus said that John was the promised "Elijah." 
Jesus said that even the least one in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than John.  Let's think about that for a moment.  The Kingdom of Heaven is the new covenant.  John lived under the Old Covenant.

John had some experience with Jesus, but John's life was cut short.  Others would have more experience and deeper insights into Jesus' ministry and teachings and could witness even more than John, which brings both blessing and responsibility for them and us. See Luke 10:23-24  Verse 12 addresses the first part of Jesus' three-year ministry and observes that, while the message of salvation is powerful,  there is conflict, violence, opposing forces of unbelief and demons.

v. 15-19  indicate that Jesus' message is for those who have ears to hear and eyes to see.  Isaiah had the same experience, preaching to those who would not see nor hear.  Isa. 6:9-10  Jesus said that they were like children playing in the market place, not responding to either joy or sorrow but being apathetic and antagonistic.  Nothing pleased them.  John had fasted, and they accused him of being a devil; Jesus feasted and was accused of gluttony and drunkenness.  To say that "wisdom is vindicated by her deeds" points out that the result will confirm the truth.

Matt. 11:20-30

Judgment or rest
v. 20-24  Jesus had been preaching throughout Galilee for many months, and He had been validated by the signs and miracles performed as well as by the testimony of John and others. Yet, many would not repent.  Jesus names five specific cities and reminds them of a coming judgment.  They should remember the destruction of Sodom where the people did not witness such miracles as had been seen in their cities, and understand that their judgment would be even more severe.  
v. 25-27   We should not miss that these first two verses record a prayer of praise from Jesus to the Father for revealed truth and wisdom.  It is important for us to know that spiritual things are spiritually discerned.  1 Cor. 2:14-16   People who are spiritually dead Eph. 2:1, cannot understand unless they are given spiritual life and have truth revealed by the Father and/or the Son.  Satan blinds the eyes of the unbelieving  2 Cor. 4:4, the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing  1 Cor. 1:18, the mind set on the flesh is hostile and unable to please God  Rom. 8:7-8, and they could not believe because God had blinded their eyes and hardened their heart as Jesus' glory would be revealed.  John 12:37-41  Ears that hear and eyes that see are given by God.  Prov. 10:12
v. 28-30  There is a contrast here of the turmoil and chaos of sin (labor and heavy laden) and the peacefulness of salvation in Christ.  True rest has always been a blessing from God.  Jer. 31:25  In the OT rest for the people of God would have been found under Joshua in the Promised Land, but they failed to enter because of unbelief.  Moses wrote of God's rest as creation was completed  Gen. 2:2,  and David also spoke of God's rest missed by the children in the wilderness.  Psa. 95:7-11  The author of Hebrews 3:17 - 4:11 elaborates on the believer's rest in Christ.  Rest is not idleness but peace with God and the peace of God.  All believers who live pleasing to God abide in His rest.  
Apostles’ Brief Biographies  
Peter
Called Simon bar Jona; Cephas; Simon Peter


Born in Bethsaida, lived in Capernaum, Fisherman, brother of Andrew


Partner with James and John; married; a pillar of the Jerusalem church


Boldly preached, healed, ministered to Jews and Gentiles after Pentecost


Wrote 1 and 2 Peter


Mark traveled with Peter on mission trips and based Gospel of Mark on Peter’s



testimony as well as his own experiences


Peter is believed to have been crucified upside down (at his request) by Nero

James
Son of Zebedee and Salome, named by Jesus as Son of Thunder


Fisherman with his father and brother, partner with Peter


One of the three in the core group of disciples with Peter and John


Witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration and  was in the Garden of Gethsemane with Jesus


Was put to death by the sword by Herod Agrippa I, the only apostolic martyrdom



recorded in Scripture.

John
Son of Zebedee and Salome, brother of James; the “disciple whom Jesus loved”


Fisherman, partner with Peter


A pillar of the Jerusalem church


One of the three in the core group of disciples with Peter and James


Witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration


Healed and preached; wrote Gospel, Revelation,  and 1, 2 and 3 John


Was given responsibility for Jesus’ mother at the crucifixion


Was exiled to Patmos; died in Ephesus around 100 A.D.  Only apostle not martyred.

Andrew     The first to follow Jesus


Son of Jona; brother of Peter; born in Bethsaida, lived in Capernaum with Peter


Fisherman; disciple of John the Baptist


Told Jesus about the boy with 5 loaves and 2 fish


Present for resurrection appearances; witnessed the Ascension


Preached in Greece, Asia Minor and Russia


Crucified on an X-shaped cross by a Roman Proconsul

Philip
Born in Bethsaida; probably spoke Greek


The third disciple called


Brought Nathanael (Bartholomew) to Jesus


Asked Jesus to show him the Father


Lived and preached in the Ukraine


Crucified on a tall cross at Hierapolis of Phyrgia

Bartholomew (Hebrew name)
Also called Nathanael (Greek name)


Born and raised in Cana of Galilee


Well versed in Hebrew Scriptures


Identified as an honest Israelite by Jesus


Said that Jesus was the Son of God and King of Israel


Ate breakfast with Jesus after the Resurrection


Ministered in Asia Minor and India


Flayed alive in Armenia

Matthew
Levi, son of Alphaeus


From Capernaum; Tax collector in Galilee


Possibly brother of James the son of Alphaeus


Wrote Gospel of Matthew


Entertained Jesus at his home


Ministered in Persia, Macedonia, Syria, Parthia, Media, and Theiopia


Died a martyr, possibly by fire

Thomas
A twin; called “Doubting Thomas”


Asked Jesus how to know where Jesus was going


Doubted Jesus’ resurrection asking to touch wounds


Affirmed that Jesus was Lord and God


Had breakfast with Jesus after the resurrection


Traveled to India


Killed by a spear and buried in India

James
 Son of Alphaeus


Known as James the Younger, or James the Less


Possibly brother of Matthew


Should not be confused with James, the brother of Jesus, who wrote the Book of James


Present when Jesus appeared after the Resurrection


History suggests that James belonged to a revolutionary group known as the Zealots


Arrested by the Jews, thrown off the Temple and then beaten to death by a club

Thaddaeus
Also called Jude, Judas the son of James


Not to be confused with Judas the brother of Jesus


Asked Jesus how He would reveal himself to His followers and not to the world


History suggests that Thaddaeus belonged to the revolutionary Zealots


Some think he may have authored the book of Jude (although others believe this



book was authored by Jesus’ brother Judas)

Simon the Zealot



Was present at the Great Commission and the Ascension


One story suggests that Simon was the bridegroom at the wedding in Cana and


A missionary to Persia

Paul
A native of Tarsus and a Pharisee


Persecuted the church until his encounter with Jesus on the Road to Damascus


Undertook three major missionary journeys


Suffered much painful bodily infliction, persecutions and imprisonment


Beheaded in Rome on the same day Peter was crucified
1

