Matthew

Lesson 7, Chapters 8-9

Class Notes for February 25, 2020




Miracles of Healing
In Chapters 5-7 Jesus met with His disciples teaching them about the Kingdom of Heaven, who they are as citizens of the Kingdom, how they are to practice their religion by prayer and generosity, warning them about false prophets and teachers, and establishing His authority from the Father.  Then and through the centuries that would follow, followers of Jesus would look to these teachings to understand who they are in Christ and how they are to live.

Matt. 8:1-17

A submissive leper and a faithful Gentile
There are about 26 healing miracles reported in the NT.  Each one is accomplished in a different manner confirming that it is not the procedure or method which brings healing, but the person - Jesus.  In doing so, Jesus never took on the physical ailments which He healed, but He banished them never to return.  When Jesus healed someone or cast out demons, there was immediate benefit for the afflicted person but there was another purpose.  Miracles were signs confirming Jesus as the Messiah.  
v. 1-4  As Jesus came down from the mountain He was approached by a leper who was seeking to be made clean.  His request had two implications:  first he wanted to be healed from his disease which would return him to society, and secondly he wanted to be made ceremonially acceptable for worship at the Temple.  Detailed instructions are given in Leviticus 13 and 14 concerning how leprosy impacts an individual.  Lepers were untouchable, ostracized and humiliated because of their disease.  Although it was rare, if a person recovered from leprosy he had to be approved by the priests before being declared clean.  Jesus stated His intention to heal the leper, and He touched him!  Healing was immediate.  Jesus told the man to go and show himself to the priests, as a testimony to those priests of the sign performed to identify Jesus as their Messiah.
v. 5-13  As Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion asked Jesus to heal his paralyzed servant who was at home dying.  This miracle is also recorded in Luke 7:1-10 with a few more details.  The centurion was well known by the Jewish elders, and there was evidence of his support for Israel and their religion.  Jesus recognized that this Gentile had been given faith to believe in Him. This event reveals two things about Jesus.  First, Jesus' power is not limited by distance.  He does not have to touch a person to heal.  Second, Jesus acts under authority.  Last week we discussed the authority given to Jesus by the Father. John 8:28-29  Further, Jesus commended the centurion for his faith with a warning for the Jews.  Two eternal destinations are described here:  one of fellowship with patriarchs of the faith in the Kingdom of Heaven, and the other a place of darkness and misery.  Jesus spoke and the servant was healed.
v. 14-15  As they entered Peter's house, Peter's mother-in-law was sick with a fever.  Jesus touched her hand, the fever left, and she provided hospitality.

v.16-17 Word spread that Jesus was in town and that he was healing people and casting out demons fulfilling prophecy about how the Messiah would be identified.  Isa. 53:4
Matt. 8:18-34

Testing disciples and casting out demons
v. 18-22  What does it take to be a disciple of Jesus?  We have read how He called the first disciples and how they dropped everything and followed Him immediately.  Not called, but volunteering, the first man must have been discouraged by the sacrifice required, and there is no evidence that he followed Jesus.  The second man wanted to delay to bury his father.  Jews bury their dead before sunset on the day they die.  Therefore, the man's request may be seen as an indefinite delay until his father died and he would have an inheritance.  Perhaps he was considering the words of Jesus to the first man.  At any rate, it is about life and death.  Understanding Jesus' response to him would include Jesus' promise of eternal life to those who follow Him, and those who do not have this blessing could take care of the duties His followers would leave behind.  Both of these men failed the commitment necessary to follow Jesus.
v. 23-27  Now there is a test for some who are already following Jesus. A test can reveal our strengths or our weaknesses.  Jesus and the disciples were leaving Capernaum to cross over the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus led them into the boat, and we can assume that He knew a great storm was coming.  As the waves crashed over the sides of the boat, the men panicked and Jesus slept.  There appears to be an inverse relationship between faith and fear -- the more faith, the less fear.  Jesus observed that their fear revealed that they had little faith.  Earlier, Jesus commended the centurion for his great faith.  Matt. 8:10  Repeatedly in Scripture, we are told not to be afraid, to fear not.  I wonder if, following Pentecost, these disciples would recall this event and marvel at the great faith and power they had been given.  Faith is a gift from God, the enabling power of God to accomplish what He commands.

v. 28-34  "Demons" are defined as ministers of the devil, Satan's angels, spirit beings who did not keep their own domain.  Luke 4;34, 9:1, 42; John 10:21, Jude 6, Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:7,9 and many more defining verses.  Demons are disembodied spirits but are said to enter human bodies to cause diseases, and excessive disease was attributed to demon possession.  Demons caused persons to speak and act as though deranged or mad.  A demoniac is under the power of a demon and helpless to free himself.   Paul warned of idols which are not real, and demons which are real, in 1 Cor. 8:10-13

In the New Testament there is great activity by demons, demon possession, and demon oppression.  However, no such instances are reported in the Old Testament.  The devil was present in the Garden of Eden, and went back and forth from earth to the throne of God.  Job 2:1-7  His downfall is given in Ezek. 28:11-19 and Isa. 14:12-15.   The question to be answered is, what changed to introduce demons and when did it happen?  

During His incarnation, Jesus was absent from heaven and present on earth.  Phil. 2:6-8  
The devil has not abandoned his desire to be God.
Revelation 12 gives us some insight into what happened.

v. 1-2  The woman is understood to be Israel and the Child to be the promised Messiah.

v. 3-6  These verses describe the devil's hostility toward the Child.

v. 7-9  There was war in heaven when the devil and those angels who aligned with him sought to 
supplant Jesus and the devil would be like God himself, which has been his desire all along.  
Ezek. 28:11-19  When the devil was defeated and thrown down to earth, he gained dominion on 
earth but lost his access to God's throne.

v. 10-12  These verses speak of Christ's work on earth and a time when the devil persecutes those who 
overcome and are saved by the blood of the Lamb.  This is understood to be the church age.
v. 13-17  Israel is included in this revelation as they are persecuted by the devil but helped by people on 
earth.
Just as there was a huge spike in miracles during Jesus' incarnation, there was also a great demonstration of demonic power.  Demons may not be so evident today, but there is no reason to believe that they are gone.  Although believers may be oppressed by demonic activity, the presence of the Holy Spirit precludes any demonic possession of those who are in Christ.
Now back to Matt. 8:28-34.  Jesus' next encounter was with two demon-possessed men.  Having crossed the Sea of Galilee, they entered Peraea east of the Jordan River and near its capital city, Gadara.  This event is also recorded in Mark 5:1-17 with more detail and focusing on only one of the men. These men were so obnoxious that they stopped traffic.  The demons recognized Jesus and were afraid.  James 2:19 states that demons believe there is one God and they shudder.  Mark 1:34 states that demons know who Jesus is.  They know that they are under judgment and facing ultimate destruction.  These demons inquired if Jesus was there to torment them "before the time".  Demons are disembodied spirits but they long to be in a physical body.  Realizing that Jesus was going to cast them out of these two men, they asked to be sent into the herd of swine.  These pigs may have belonged to Gentiles, but that is not certain since many Jews had abandoned the Law.  When the herd rushed into the sea and perished, the herdsmen reported all these events to people in the city.  Then the people asked Jesus to leave the region.  This may at first seem surprising, but consider how comfortable people become with the evil they know.  Besides, they may have wondered "Where are those demons now?"  Also, the power that Jesus displayed may have caused them to fear what else He might do.
Matt. 9:1-13

Sin and sickness, calling Matthew
v. 1-8  Jesus returned to Capernaum and a paralyzed man was brought to Jesus for healing.  Jesus saw the faith of those who brought him, and in response healed the man by telling him that his sins were forgiven.  This event is also recorded by Mark in 2:3-12.  Jesus responded to their faith.  It is not absolutely clear to whom "their" refers and if that included the paralytic as well.  In the crowd, however, were scribes who specialize in the Law, and they thought Jesus had committed blasphemy since He forgave sins and only God has that authority.  Forgiving sins is one of the confirmations that Jesus is truly their Messiah.  Jesus taught that He and the Father are one.  John 10:30, 8:19, 14:9  We are to pray to the Father, in the name of Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of our sins.  We confess our sins to the Father and are assured that we are forgiven.  1 John 1:9  Only God can remove the guilt of sin.  Confession and forgiveness require repentance, but forgiveness is not earned by any works of penance.  While Jesus confirmed His authority to forgive sins, the crowd was awed and glorified God.  However, they misunderstood what Jesus had said about Himself, thinking that the authority had been given to others as well.
v. 9-13  Here Matthew recounts how Jesus called him as a disciple.  Mark also reports Matthew's calling in Mark 2:14-17.  Jesus was criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners.  In response, Jesus pointed out that His mission was to save those who are lost, sinners, as a physician treats those who are sick.  Also, Jesus reproved and challenged these Pharisees by quoting Hosea 6:6 where sacrifice alone is not sufficient to please God.  God's desire is translated "compassion" (mercy and pity) here and "loyalty" (kindness, mercy) in Hosea.  They were looking on the outside, but God looks within.  1 Sam. 16:7
Matt. 9:14-31

Questions about fasting, three more healings
v. 14-17  When we studied fasting earlier, we learned that the Jews were required to fast only one day each year, the Day of Atonement.  However, during the exile many other fasting days had been added.  The legalistic Pharisees continued to observe at least two fasting days each week.  John the Baptist was a descendant of Levi and of Aaron on his mother's side.  He would have been taught to obey the Law, especially considering his upbringing among the Essenes.  Since John was in prison, his disciples would have been looking for leadership directly from Jesus.  We know that Jesus fulfilled all of the Law, yet he and His disciples were not practicing the fasting days prescribed by the Pharisees.  Jesus' answer to John's disciples was that something new had come which would be very new and not just a new patch on an old garment or new wine in an old wine skin.  Jesus came to bring a new covenant which had been foretold by the old covenants and which would bring changes as those old covenants were fulfilled.
v. 18-19, 23-26   Mark 5:22-23, 35-43 gives more details about this event.  A Jewish leader approached Jesus because his daughter had just died and he believed that Jesus could bring her back to life.  As Jesus got up to go with this man, His disciples followed Him, probably wondering what would be next.  When they arrived, there was a wake going on complete with noisy music and mourners.  Jesus pronounced that the girl was not dead, merely asleep.  No one believed Him and they began to laugh at the very idea.  Sending them away, Jesus took the girl by the hand and she got up.  That was big news, and it spread rapidly.
v. 20-22   Mark 5:24-34 elaborates more about this.  As Jesus was going to the Jewish leader's house, a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years reached out and touched the fringe of His garment.  This woman was considered unclean, had been badly treated by physicians, was financially bankrupt, and unable to worship at the Temple.  She had heard about Jesus and only wanted to touch His garment.  The crowd was pressing in close, and Jesus had not noticed her.  But when she touched His garment, she was immediately healed.  Jesus sensed that power had gone out from Him.  When He inquired about who had touched Him, the woman was afraid but she came before Him and told Him the truth.  Recognizing her faith, Jesus revealed that her faith had made her "well".  To be well is to be whole in body, mind and spirit.  We are saved by grace, through faith.  Eph. 2:8  The same terminology is used concerning the ten lepers who were healed and one was made well.  Luke 17:12-19 
v. 27-31  As Jesus and His disciples continued from there, two blind men followed Him asking for mercy and calling Him the Son of David, which is a Messianic title.  Their request for mercy could indicate that they sought not only their eyesight but also the "wellness" Jesus brought.   When they were asked if they believed Jesus could have mercy on them, they replied, "Yes, Lord."  Touching their eyes, Jesus gave them their sight, a blessing according to their faith.  The men believed AND they had faith.  Belief is a cognitive process, thinking and accepting something as true; faith is a gift from God, His enabling power.  It is possible to believe and not have faith.  James 2:19
Matt. 9:32-38

A demon possessed man, Jesus' compassion
v. 32-34  Once again Jesus cast a demon from a man who had been made mute.  When the man spoke, the crowds were amazed but the Pharisees were critical and accused Jesus of having power from the devil, the ruler of demons.  This issue will come up again later in our study, and we will see Jesus' answer to them.  Matt. 12:22-29
v. 35-38  Verse 35 repeats Matt. 4:23 which confirms the consistency of Jesus' ministry.  Here we see the heart of Jesus:  He had compassion on the people because they were distressed and discouraged like sheep without a shepherd.  His compassion focused on their spiritual needs.  So many needing redemption and so few to bring the good news of salvation.  We are to pray for God to send more evangelists, missionaries, preachers, teachers, and workers for the Kingdom of Heaven.
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