Matthew

Lesson 6, Chapter 7

Class Notes for February 18, 2020




The Sermon on the Mount, Part 3

In our study we have divided the Sermon on the Mount into three parts.  First, the focus was on what it means to be a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven, and as citizens our character is demonstrated by love, obedience, integrity, and as salt and light in the world.  The second part addressed how we practice our faith to please God by how we give, pray, forgive, fast, perform good works and trust God for justice.  This third part builds on the previous two with instructions about how we judge others, about persistence in prayer and the answers, choosing what may be a more difficult way, warnings about false religion, and the importance of building our lives on the right foundation.  There is a lot more for us to learn.
Matt. 7:1-6


Judging
When Christians live by and insist on the truth of God's word, we are seen as narrow-minded, judgmental, unloving and harsh.  Yet we must not compromise what God has commanded while being loving and kind.  That's a fine line to walk.  To judge means to have an opinion, to choose or give value to one thing over another.  Scripture give us some guidelines for judging.  Mature believers, because of practice, have their senses trained to discern good and evil.  Heb. 5:14  Paul wrote that he prayed for believers' love to abound still more in real knowledge and all discernment so that they may approve the things that are excellent . . . Phil. 1:9-10    We are to judge with righteous judgment,  John 7:24  and without partiality  Lev. 19:15.
These verses in Matthew give us some insight into how we are to judge.  
1.  Be cautious.  Those who judge are judged.  It is inadvisable to voice an opinion about everything.  
We must first show discernment in how and when error is to be addressed.  If we are unloving 
and unkind, we will be rightly judged by others.
2.  Be fair and merciful.  Compassion or confrontation?  The objective of judging is to help and not hurt.  
Often when people are confronted about sin, they become defensive or hostile.  In order to avoid 
negative reactions, it is important to lay a supportive foundation of understanding while not 
minimizing or dismissing the seriousness of the offense or the urgency for repentance.

3.  Be without hypocrisy.  "Who are you to tell me what to do?"  When sin is to be addressed, it is 
important that we be seen as someone who has addressed our own sins.  However, judgment is 
not based on our character alone, for we all have room for increasing sanctification.  Judgment 
must always come back to what God says with specific Scripture as the foundation.
4.  Be pure.  We must examine our own motives for judging.  We must not judge from an attitude of 
superiority when our faults may be much more conspicuous.  
5.  Be prepared.  To effectively judge others, our own lives must be characterized by repentance and 
obedience.  Knowledge of God's word and valid application are foundational.
6.  Be prudent.  Judging requires instruction in God's word.  We must be prudent in our interactions to  
not display the holy things of God to those who lack understanding, and we must protect those 
things which are precious to us so that we will not be harmed.  We may reveal things about 
ourselves which, in the hands of a hostile person, may have serious consequences for us.
Now we are ready to judge.

Matt. 7:7-12


Answered prayer
God loves His children and acts on their behalf.  He answers our prayers.  The answer has three possibilities:  Yes, no or wait.  Paul instructs us to pray without ceasing  1Thes. 5:17  and to pray in the Spirit with persistence.  Eph. 6:18  We don't know how to pray, but the Holy Spirit intercedes for us in prayer.  Rom. 8:26-27  Prayer is dynamic in that while we are speaking to God, He is speaking to us.  Prayer is a dialogue not a monologue.  As we persist in prayer (when the answer is "wait'), God is working in our hearts and minds.  We are learning to trust Him and to praise Him when our prayers are answered because He gives good gifts to His children.  Because we receive good gifts, we are to do the same for others.  Loving God and loving others fulfills all the Law and the Prophets.  Matt. 22:36-40
The "golden rule" shows up in various religions and philosophies, but we have an even greater commandment:  love one another as Jesus loves us and gave His life for us.    John 15:12-13
Matt. 7:15-23


False religion

We were saved for good works, prepared for us beforehand.  Eph. 2:10  Faith without works is dead.  James 2:17  Good works are the treasures we store up in heaven.  Matt. 6:19-21  But we are not justified by good works.  Justification is the sovereign, unilateral act of God to declare us righteous before Him. Justification is about giving us a new heart to love God and love others.  Ezek. 11:19-20    Although good works are essential to our sanctification, they must come from justification and works alone will not save us.  Those who teach that behavior alone will make us right before God, are false prophets and false teachers.  They are deceivers who appear to bring truth but are in fact destroyers.
Peter exposed false teachers.  In 2 Peter 1, false prophets (those who speak for God) are identified as teaching destructive heresies and denying Christ (v. 1), blasphemers who twist Scripture (v. 2-3), covetous (v. 2, 14), self-willed (v. 10), immoral (v. 10, 14), wicked (12, 14), who bring true faith into disrepute (v. 15), and who mock Christ's second coming (3:4).  Paul wrote to the Colossians warning them about the possibility of being deceived.  Col. 2:4-8  Consistent with the tactics of the devil himself, false teachers deceive, divide, disillusion, cause danger in falling away from the faith, destroy, and lead people to despair.  See also 1 Tim. 4:1-2.
Jesus instructs believers to examine teachers according to their fruit.  Scripture interprets Scripture.  We know the fruit of the Holy Spirit given in Gal. 5:22-23.  A bad tree or vine produces bad fruit and its end is destruction.  For those who would be teachers, there is a stricter judgment.  James 3:1
Jesus continues by identifying the uselessness of good works for salvation.  Those who want to enter the Kingdom of Heaven may claim good works.  The examples of good works here are pretty impressive:  in Jesus' name they had prophesied, cast out demons, and performed miracles.  They also claimed close relationship with Jesus, as His friends, by calling Him Lord, Lord.  Jesus identified two reasons why they were not to enter the Kingdom of Heaven:  first that they did not do the will of the Father (did not please Him so there were no truly good works), but more importantly Jesus said that He never knew them.  We know that this is not about information, for Jesus is omniscient, knowing everything.  It is about the relationship described in Rom. 6:3-6, baptized into Christ.  The believer's relationship with Jesus is always about being IN Christ and Christ IN you.  Col. 1:27
Other Scriptures confirm this relationship as "knowing."  We have come to be known by God.  Gal. 4:9  The Lord knows those who are His.  2 Tim. 2:19  If anyone loves God, he is known by Him.  1 Cor. 8:3  Jesus' sheep hear His voice.  He knows them and they follow Him.  John 10:14-15, 27  The LORD knows those who take refuge in Him.  Nahum 1:7  According to Rom. 8:29 and Eph. 1:4, those who belong to Jesus were "foreknown"  by God before the foundation of the world.
Matt. 7:13-14 and 24-27
Two roads, two foundations
Jesus gave two metaphors which relate to the life of a believer.  First it is about choosing the right direction and specifically not following the crowd or taking the easy way.  One of the arguments used by children to get their way, and one that seldom works, is "everybody else is doing it."  Jesus teaches that the wide gate and the broad way lead to destruction for many.  We believe in democracy, the majority rules; but the majority is not always right.  There is tremendous pressure to conform to the morals of those who are influential in our culture from the national scene to the church and family.  We can no longer claim to be a Christian nation as Christian principles are abandoned to prosperity and pleasure.  
The small gate and the narrow way lead to life, but for only a few.  Christians often feel that we are swimming upstream, that all around us is going headlong in the wrong direction, and that we have no way to cause any correction.  As citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, those who are known by Christ, those who have responsibilities as well as blessings from God, our lives are overruled by the One who rules over all.  We face a dilemma when national rules and expectations collide with what is required by God.  Peter was clear: "We must obey God rather than men"  Acts 5:29  without regard to any consequences.
Matt. 7:28-29


Jesus' teaching and authority
What amazes us?  To be amazed is to be overwhelmed with surprise or wonder, to be stunned or astonished.  Jesus' teaching was amazing.  He was the ultimate Rabbi and taught God's word everywhere.  He revealed the truth of God to everyone He encountered, throughout Galilee, Judea and surrounding territories, in the temple and in the synagogues, on the seashore and on the hillsides, from a boat and from the cross.  Even at 12 years old,  Jesus amazed teachers in the temple by His understanding and answers.  Crowds were amazed when Jesus' teaching was accompanied by healing and miracles.  It was amazing to everyone as Jesus spoke truthfully and without partiality.  When challenged by the chief priests and elders of the temple, Jesus' answers amazed them.  His encounters with the Pharisees and Sadducees left them amazed.
And Jesus spoke with authority.  All authority begins with the Father.  God is the head of Christ, and Christ is the head of every man.  1 Cor. 11:3  God's authority is delegated, first to Jesus who may then delegate that authority to His disciples.  Luke 9:1, 10:19    The authority of rulers on earth is given to them by the Father.  Rom. 13:1, John 19:11  Nicodemus recognized that Jesus' authority was from God.  John 3:2  The Jews wanted Jesus to prove His authority by performing signs, but Jesus told them that the ultimate sign of His authority would be His resurrection.  John 2:18-19
Jesus has authority to forgive sins and to give eternal life.  Matt 9:6, John 17:2  The Jews never accepted Jesus' authority to forgive sins, not recognizing Him as God, and considering it blasphemy since only God could forgive sins. 
 Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords.  Rev. 19:16  
"And what is the surpassing greatness of God's power toward us who believe.  These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And God put all things in subjection under Jesus' feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all."           Eph. 1:19-23
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