Matthew

Lesson 5, Chapter 6

Class Notes for February 11, 2020




The Sermon on the Mount, Part 2
Jesus began the Sermon on the Mount by calling His disciples aside to teach them about the Kingdom of Heaven.  Citizens of the Kingdom are gentle, merciful, peacemakers and pure in heart.  They are not prideful but hunger and thirst after righteousness.  They are persecuted as their Lord and Savior suffered persecution.  And their reward is great, both in the here and now and in eternity.  Evidence of their place in the Kingdom includes their witness as salt and light in a dark world, obedience to the Law, integrity in keeping their word, and love even for their enemies.  

Matt. 6:1

Motivation

Historically three religious practices have been recognized as exhibiting piety:  giving, praying and fasting.  These verses begin with a warning about motives, and God does not reward those who practice righteousness solely for human approval.  In verses 1-5 and 16, the word "reward" is used in two contexts:  First, reward from other people is understood as "wages" or what is earned and owed by some action.  However, the reward from God is by grace, or a "gift".  God does reward good works, but He is never obligated or indebted to do so.  Our motivation should be to please God, knowing that He graciously rewards those who love Him and are faithful in good works.  This verse points out that seeking approval or admiration from people, and not to please God, is costly.  
Matt. 6:2-4

Instructions for Giving
While love is the defining characteristic for Christians, gratitude and generosity are close behind.  Immediately following Pentecost, the first congregation of believers were generous in sharing all they had as anyone had a need.  That is benevolence not communism!  Acts 2:41-47  There are many verses in Scripture which instruct us how to give.  Give generously, cheerfully, freely.  Giving to the poor honors God, and the one who gives is blessed by Him.  Hypocrites who call attention to themselves when they give, whether at places of worship or in the streets, for the purpose of being honored by people, have their full reward.  A "hypocrite" is an actor, someone playing a role, a liar, a deceiver.  We live in times of great hypocrisy.  Perhaps Paul said it most clearly in 1 Tim. 4:1-2.   Matthew identifies
the motivation of  hypocrites:  v. 2 to be honored by people, v. 5 to be seen by others when they pray, and in v. 16 to make a public show of fasting.  Jesus said that those who give secretly or anonymously, not seeking the praise of others, will receive a reward from God who sees what is done in secret.   
Matt. 6:5-13

Instructions for Praying
The first disciples were faithful Jews who had practiced prayer all their lives, but they saw something extraordinary in the way that Jesus prayed.  Luke records that the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray.  Luke 11:1  This model prayer is familiar Scripture, and we have heard much teaching about prayer.  How we pray and what we pray about may determine the way God answers our prayers.  

James 4:3, Rom. 8:26   The Jewish hypocrites would pray publicly to be seen as devout.  The Gentiles had long and repetitious prayers to impress others.  It is not clear here if these are believing Gentiles or pagans.  Either way, their motivations are unacceptable to God.  Regardless of their many words or public exhibitions, their efforts do not inform God about anything He does not already know.
As a focus for this lesson, we will look at what it means to petition for God's will to be done.  First, defining God's will involves a distinction from God's sovereignty.  They are not the same thing.  God's sovereignty is absolute:  He rules over all His creation, which is acknowledged at the end of this prayer:  Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  While God's will is desired, it is not always done on earth.  We can understand God's will as what pleases God.  God always does what He pleases.  Psa. 115:3  It is the desire and duty of every believer to know and do God's will.  God's will is not something secret to be constantly searched out.  God wants us to know His will.  We are set apart and transformed for the purpose of pleasing God.  We learn what pleases God by knowing His teachings, Scripture.  The Holy Spirit reveals truth to us and guides us into obedience and doing God's will in all things.  
Matt. 6:14-15

Instructions for Forgiving
Forgiving as we are commanded in Scripture is not humanly possible.  We are to forgive everyone, everything, every time.  Forgiving requires Divine help, and we know that God enables what He requires.  Our motivation is clear:  We forgive because we are forgiven.  
Justice is not an individual responsibility.  On earth, God has given authority and responsibility for maintaining civil law to governments.    Rom. 13:1-7,   1 Pet. 2:13-17,    1 Tim. 2:1-3,    Prov. 21:1  
Ultimate justice always belongs to God.    Rom. 12:19,   Col. 3:23-25
Matt. 6:16-24

Instructions for Fasting and Investing
Fasting, doing without or limiting food and drink, is practiced in a great variety of ways.  The object is to focus on prayer while humbly submitting to God's will and sacrificing one's own will.  Fasting is often observed when facing a dilemma or catastrophe when decisions must be made.  Although fasting may have been practiced regularly, it was required only one day each year, the Day of Atonement.  Additional fasting days were added during the Babylonian exile to commemorate past disasters.  Whether these fasts should continue was addressed by Zechariah in Ch. 7-8.  Pharisees regularly fasted on the second and fifth day of every week.  Jesus addressed not how often one should fast but how and why one would practice fasting.  Concerning how, Jesus discounted fasting to be seen, and He commended private fasting which would be unnoticed by others.  Once again, the Father who sees what is done in secret will reward this religious practice.  Concerning why, there are two notable instances of fasting in the NT.  Peter was fasting in Joppa when he received a vision which led to evangelism to the Gentiles.  Acts 10:11  The Christians at Antioch were fasting when the Holy Spirit directed them to send Paul and Barnabus on their first missionary journey.  Acts 13:2-3    Fasting is a practice through which believers seek God's will which is often revealed in a strong and historically significant direction.
Treasures in heaven are certainly to be desired.  Jesus does not forbid accumulation of wealth on earth, but addresses priorities.  After all, earthly treasures deteriorate, are difficult to maintain, and may be stolen.  They do not last.  Heavenly treasures are absolutely secure and last forever.  The question is how do we think about money, and it is about making sure that we see clearly.  Loving God with all our heart, soul and mind means that His eternal kingdom is our priority for "treasures."  How we view our resources determines our decision making concerning them.  
In the OT, a tithe or ten percent was required to support the Levites for service in the tabernacle/temple.  It was, in fact, a flat tax on income.  However, that was not all that was to be given to the LORD.  There were sacrifices, vows to be paid, and more.  God did not impose a "tax" as such on the church.  Our stewardship extends to everything that we have -- 100 percent!  Ten percent is simply not enough.   We have already studied the importance of giving cheerfully and generously.  We are accountable to God for everything:  money, time, opportunities, spiritual gifts, actions, . . . everything.  
Treasures in heaven are the rewards for good works which were prepared for us by God.  Eph. 2:10  Good works are built on the foundation laid by Jesus, and judgment will reveal the quality of our work and receive a reward.  1 Cor. 3:11-15  Good works can be understood as worship, maturing, and service.  Everyone does not receive the same reward.  Rewards and loses are rendered by God according to each one's deeds.  Matt. 16:27
Matt. 6:25-34

Instructions for Trusting
Stress, worry, anxiety . . . we all must find a way to deal with the everyday and extraordinary pressures of life.  Jesus identifies three areas in which worry may occur:  our lives (health and longevity), clothing and food, and He points out that these are the things that unbelievers worry about.  We live in a very prosperous time and place, but we are still prone to feel insecure or unsatisfied.  It has been said that worry is like a rocking chair:  it gives you something to do but it doesn't get you anywhere.  Jesus pointed out that worry does not add a single hour to the length of our lives, and we know that worry can certainly take a heavy toll on our health which may subtract hours from our lives.  It is comforting to know that all our days were numbered by our loving God even before there was one of them.  
Psa. 139:16  
Concerning our food and clothing, Matthew has already pointed out that God knows what we need before we ask.  Matt. 6:8  Perhaps with "tongue in cheek" Matthew reminds us that God provides food for the birds and adorns the flowers of the field, so He will provide for us.  However, we are commanded to pray for our needs and praise God for His provision, learning to be content.  Phil. 4:11,  Heb. 13:5   Every day brings its own challenges, and future worries may never come about.  
Anxiety is like a fever when we are sick, an indication that we are not trusting God.  
The Apostle Paul, who had learned to be content in all things, stated it so well: 

 "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving

 let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." Phil. 4:6-7   
He continues with a very practical way to avoid anxiety:  

"Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, 

dwell on these things."  Phil. 4:8 
and
"Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth."  Col. 3:2     
Trust God and move forward.
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