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The Sermon on the Mount, Part 1
Notable in the events leading up to and including the beginning of Jesus' ministry is the orderliness and consistency about what happens.  Prophecies from millennia in the past are fulfilled in logical progression:  the forerunner announced the coming of King Jesus establishing the kingdom of heaven on earth, the One who is to be the High Priest is ceremonially baptized in preparation for His priestly responsibilities, Jesus' deity is confirmed by an audible voice from heaven, and He is anointed by the Holy Spirit.  Further evidence of Jesus' person and power is demonstrated as He was tested by the devil and proved Himself to be the obedient Son of God.  After these things, Jesus began to assemble His disciples beginning with Peter, Andrew, James, and John. Traveling throughout Galilee Jesus was proclaiming the gospel, teaching, and healing every kind of disease and sickness.  Large crowds from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan were following Him.  
Matthew 5:1-12
The Character of the Citizens of the Kingdom
In many ways, the crowds who followed Jesus represent the world.  These teachings are not for the world because Jesus left the crowd and took His disciples up on the mountain.  A disciple is one who is committed to and trained or taught by the one being followed.  These verses describe the character of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven.  All these qualities, and certainly more, are to be true of every believer.  If one were to describe the character of Christians, it would be that they are  . . .
poor in spirit - not prideful but recognizing one's own personal spiritual inadequacy before holy God, 
having no personal righteousness to offer but depending on the righteousness imputed by Jesus


as well as that which is gained through the sanctification process.

those who mourn - While the world celebrates sin, believers are grief stricken over sin, mourning their 
own and the sinfulness of others.  It is Jesus who brings good news to those who are 
brokenhearted, bringing comfort and hope.

those who are gentle - expressed in love and consideration of others, self-discipline, and trusting God.

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness - having a deep desire to know God, His word and His 
will and to live in obedience.

merciful - having received mercy, believers are merciful, generous and sensitive to the misery and needs 
of others, with particular reference to the spiritual needs of those who are lost.

pure in heart - speaks to motives, not desiring one's own well being over that of others.  Psa. 24:3-4


establishes a purity of heart, which only God can perfect, that is required for those who would 
enter into God's presence.

peacemakers - Christian history is filled with conflict and even war which would seem to deny the 
presence of peacemakers.  Yet, we are all called upon to lovingly address differences while 
maintaining commitment to the truth of God's word in the world, in the church, and in our


families.

those who are persecuted for righteousness - Jesus is hated by the world, and those who follow Him 
will also be hated and persecuted.  Even when truth gently confronts unrighteousness, the 
condemnation of sin causes conflict.  Every believer can expect rejection by unbelievers ranging 
from disrespect to martyrdom.
Since every believer is to have all these qualities, every one also benefits from every blessing.  "Blessing" is often defined as happiness, but that doesn't seem adequate from these verses. It helps to understand blessing as an act of God's grace, finding favor with Him, pleasing God, and resulting in something beneficial from Him, which can, of course, bring happiness.  Primarily, however, blessings are part of our sanctification bringing holiness.  Having focused on character, let's look at the blessings:
ours is the kingdom of heaven - It is God's work in our hearts that brings recognition of one's own 
spiritual inadequacy, repentance from sin, and eternal life with the King of this kingdom. 
we shall be comforted - the truth of the gospel and the sovereignty of God produce hope, which is


the sure expectation that all God promises will be fulfilled.  This is the comfort for believers.

we shall inherit the earth - this wicked world will end, and Jesus will reign in a new heaven and new


earth populated by those who are His.

we shall be satisfied - God loves His people and acts on our behalf.  Those who seek righteousness


will find it in Jesus and in the revelations of God's word. 

we shall receive mercy - We are saved by grace which addresses our sin guilt, and we receive mercy


which addresses the difficulties and misery in our lives.  We pray knowing that God will bless us 
with His presence and answer our prayers, all for our good and His glory.

we shall see God - while eternity will be spent in God's presence, there is a sense in which we see

God now as He is revealed in His creation, His Son and His word.

we shall be called the sons of God - there are only two spiritual families on earth:  children of God and 
children of the devil.  1 John 3:10  It is doubtful that anyone could be a Christian and keep it a 
secret.  Christians are new creations, freed from slavery to sin and obligated to righteousness.  
Christians are set apart as witnesses to the world of the truth and power of the gospel.  

we are rewarded in heaven - we live now in anticipation of eternity.  Having an eternal perspective on

our lives changes our priorities.  We want to do those things which have lasting benefit beyond


that which is valued by this temporary world.  We believe in God because He is, and He is a


rewarder of those who seek Him.  Heb. 11:6


Matthew 5:13-16
The Witness of the Citizens of the Kingdom
On the foundation of our character and blessings of being in the kingdom of heaven, it is important that we have an understanding of how we are to relate to others.  We often think of these verses as how we influence unbelievers, but salt and light are also essential in the kingdom.  Believers are born again to mature, strengthening our own lives, our families, and our church.  The metaphors here are salt and light.  

The relevant properties of salt are to make something palatable (taste good), to serve as a preservative, and to cause thirst.  Losing one's saltiness may be understood as losing effectiveness or credibility.  Having integrity (living what we say we believe, being truthful and loving) makes us meaningful witnesses and faithful servants in the kingdom.
Jesus is the Light, and we reflect His light.  As we are sanctified and mature in faith, we also have a light or witness of our own.  Light dispels darkness and reveals truth.  Jesus is the Truth.  We are not to conceal Jesus but, through us, Jesus will make Himself known to others.
Matthew 5:17-30
The Citizens and the Law
v. 17-20  The whole Law as given through Moses consists of the Commandments, Civil Law which regulated appropriate punishments for specific offenses, and Ceremonial Law which included priestly duties and dietary requirements.  Jesus fulfilled all of the Law.  However, in the NT the Law refers primarily to the Commandments.  The Law was given for three purposes:  To reveal God's holiness and our sinfulness; to establish civil law and restrain evil; and to guide believers into good works.  The new covenant of grace brought by Jesus does not nullify previous covenants but is a fulfillment of all former covenants.  What comes forward from the OT may be identified by what is repeated in the NT.  Jesus confirmed the authority of Scripture and the importance of both keeping and teaching the commandments.  Even so, keeping the commandments does not establish righteousness.  The scribes (those who studied and interpreted the Law) and Pharisees made a lifetime commitment to strictly keeping the Law, to the point that they made up new ones.  However, perfectly doing the external things is not enough.  No one is saved by works, no matter how perfectly aligned with the Law they may be.
v. 21-32  Both murder and adultery were such serious sins that conviction brought a death penalty.  Of course, these are both dreadful sins, but there is a deeper issue.  The heart of the matter is always a matter of the heart. Our salvation was about giving us a new heart. Ezek. 11:19-20  These are kingdom rules since Jesus specifically speaks of our relationship with "brothers" who are other believers. 
Not murdering means not hating, and as hate progresses it brings greater penalties in the courts.  But not hating is not enough; reconciliation and peace are required.  Jesus pointed out the importance of settling legal disputes quickly.  The urgency is exemplified as one should even delay worship to accomplish peace with other believers.
Concerning adultery, Jesus condemned the desire to commit adultery, lusting, as equally sinful.  He continued by teaching that whatever could cause us to sin must be eliminated.  Spiritual adultery is an underlying reference here.  Adultery is not remaining faithful to one's covenant.  Any sacrifice must be made to maintain righteousness.  Not doing so, but continuing to practice sin, reveals an unrepentant nature and results in eternal condemnation.  
Matthew 5:33-42
The Citizens and Vows
v. 33-38  A vow is a formal solemn promise or pledge, made to God or to another person.  Vows must not be violated.  Even so, we must not deceive others by making promises that we cannot or do not keep.  Our word is our bond, and we must do as we say.  Our integrity and credibility are at stake.
v. 38-42  Every little child recognizes what is not fair!  Justice was defined in the OT as an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, and appropriate punishment or compensation for wrongdoing.  Beyond justice, however, is grace; not taking revenge and doing more than is expected to the point of generosity.  Why should we do this?  Because this is the way God treats us! Jesus took our justice so God could show us grace.

Matthew 5:43-48
The Heart of the Citizens
What is the standard of love for believers?  We love the LORD with all our heart, soul and mind.
We love our neighbors as ourselves.  We love other believers as Jesus loves us and gave His life for us.  And, we are to love our enemies and pray for our persecutors.  Otherwise, we are no different from the unsaved world.  After all, we were once enemies of God, and He loved us.  Rom. 5:10  And if we are not different from the world, how are we salt and light?  How are we demonstrate that we are new creations in Jesus?  How are we a witness to the truth of the gospel?    By love extended to everyone.
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