Matthew

Lesson 3, Chapters 3 - 4

Class Notes for January 28, 2020




Jesus' Ministry Begins

Matthew began by validating Jesus' claim to be the Messiah by showing that He is a legitimate and royal descendant of Abraham through David.  If anyone had any questions concerning Jesus' paternity from the Holy Spirit, Matthew records how Mary's husband, Joseph, was guided by a messenger from God concerning Mary's purity and how she was to be protected.  Joseph's role as head of the household also was confirmed as he took Mary for his wife.  The nature and mission of this Child was explained to Joseph:  the Child is Immanuel, God with us, and He would be named Jesus for He would save His people from their sins.  Luke tells us of the announcement to the shepherds and their immediate worship in Bethlehem.  Matthew recounts the journey of the magi from the east who sought the newborn King of the Jews, and finding Him also worshiped.  King Herod, however, was threatened by this news and, on the assumption that the Child was in Bethlehem, murdered baby boys around Bethlehem two years of age and younger in an effort to preserve his rule.

At this point in the narrative, Matthew moved forward to the beginning of Jesus' ministry.  Prophecy concerning a forerunner for the Messiah also would be fulfilled.  The final prophecy of the OT is found in Malachi 4:5-6:  "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse."  See Luke 1:17   Isaiah also prophesied:   A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.  Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; and let the rough ground become a plain, and the rugged terrain a broad valley; then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all flesh will see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."  Isa. 40:3-5
Matthew 3:1-12
A voice crying in the wilderness
Without preamble, Matthew introduces John the Baptist preaching in wilderness, "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  Luke gives a detailed background about the parents and birth of John recorded in Luke 1:5-25, 36-45.  John's parents, Zacharias and Elizabeth were both of the tribe of Levi. They were old and had no children.  When Zacharias was ministering in the Holy Place the angel Gabriel announced to him that they would have a child, describing both the child's person and mission.  John was born six months before Jesus.  Although Mary and Elizabeth were relatives, the two children did not grow up together.  Jesus grew up in Galilee and John in Judah.  
Historians conclude that, since his parents were old when he was born, at their deaths John was raised by an ascetic community of men called Essenes who lived in the desert near the north end of the Dead Sea and who are credited with producing and preserving the Dead Sea Scrolls.  They strictly observed the Law, were seen as more pious than even the Pharisees, and did not marry but adopted children into their community for instruction.  They possessed only the basic things that were needed for life.  See v. 4 John's connection to Elijah who was elevated in the minds of the Jews as the greatest of all prophets, would have set John apart from the beginning.  Jesus testified that John was indeed the prophesied Elijah and that there was no greater prophet than John.  Matt. 11:11-14  

John's message was straightforward:  Repent.  The urgency for repentance was that the kingdom of heaven was at hand.  The King is here!  People came from all the surrounding region and were being baptized as they confessed their sins.  John also insisted on evidence (fruit) of repentance.  But there was even more.  John baptized with water, indicating repentance, but Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit, confirming forgiveness of sin and salvation from eternal judgment and condemnation.  v. 12
Matthew 3:13-17
Jesus' baptism and ours
Jesus is our Great High Priest.  Heb. 5, 7 and 8  He would fulfill all OT requirements of a High Priest, including ceremonial cleansing prior to ministering in the Temple.  Ex. 29:4, Lev. 16:4  Jesus made a special trip from Galilee to Judah where John was baptizing in the Jordan River.  John resisted, feeling unworthy.  The interchange between them indicates that they were well acquainted and that John knew exactly who Jesus is.  John expressed his own need for the baptism that Jesus would bring.  Here is another place in Scripture where all three persons of the Trinity are involved.  Jesus is fulfilling the law for His priesthood, the Holy Spirit descends on Him, and His divinity is confirmed by the Father by an audible voice from heaven.  2 Pet. 1:16-18
Every covenant has a sign:  Adam/shed blood; Noah/rainbow; Abraham/circumcision; Moses/sabbath; David/anointing with oil.  The new covenant's sign is baptism with  water which signifies unity with Christ.  Col. 2:12  "Baptize" is transliterated from the Greek word baptizo and it means to fully wet.  The Greek use of the word was to describe dying cloth or yarn where the material was immersed into liquid dye.  It is notable that the result was not reversible.  In the OT washing was required as a cleansing of the outer person consistent with the inner cleansing of repentance.  The spiritual nature of Christian baptism is explained by Paul in Rom. 6:3-7.  Every saved person is baptized and indwelled by the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 8:9-11
Churches understand baptism in two primary ways:  covenant baptism which recognizes all who are members of the visible church, including children of believing parents; and believer's baptism which is for those who have made a credible profession of faith.  The ceremonial water may be sprinkled or poured or a person may be completely immersed.  Unfortunately disagreements over the purpose and practice of baptism cause division in the church.
Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus is tested
A test reveals something that is true.  If you take a calculus test, it will reveal what you know about calculus.  A test may be a temptation for us, since we have an inclination to sin; still revealing something that is true. Tests for us have two possible purposes:  to show us our strengths or to reveal our weaknesses.  That gives perspective on James 1:2-4 that trials could bring joy in the expectation of a blessed outcome.  Since Jesus had no inclination to sin  Heb. 4:15, His testing in the wilderness was to reveal His strength and righteousness.
According to 1 John 2:16, there are only three motivations or ways to sin:  lust of the eyes (sinful desires, about our possessions), lust of the flesh (sinful acts, about our passions), and the boastful pride of life (sinful ambitions about our position).  
There is also a progression of sin:  To see, to desire, to take.  These are evident in the sins of      

Eve  Gen. 3:1-6,      Achan  Joshua 7:20-21  and       David   2 Sam. 11:2-4.
Immediately following his baptism when He was declared the Son of God by the Father and when He was anointed by the Holy Spirit, Jesus went into the wilderness for testing by the devil who denied what had just happened and demanded that Jesus perform miracles to prove Himself.
Jesus' testing was the same as our testing, and in some cases our temptations.  

He was hungry, and the devil tested Him concerning food.  (the flesh)


He was not recognized as the Son of God, and the devil tested him to prove Himself. (pride)


He was a King without an earthly kingdom, but the devil offered Him all of them. (possessions)
All the devil wanted was for Jesus to bow down and worship him!  The devil has many tools and weapons of spiritual warfare, and here he used the one which he thought would be most effective.  Typical of his tactics, the devil distorted Scripture.  But he was defeated.  Jesus' defense was also Scripture, correctly understood and applied.  
Matthew 4:12-17
Jesus begins His ministry
Many people were going to John as he preached in the desert.  John had a clear understanding of his mission  to be the forerunner for the Messiah.  When John preached against Herod for taking his brother's wife and all the other wicked things done by Herod, John was imprisoned.  Luke 3:19-20
Even this was in keeping with John's understanding of his role that he would decrease as Jesus increased.  John 3:30  Jesus returned to Nazareth and then moved to Capernaum, also fulfilling prophecy that He would bring light to the lands given to Zebulun and Naphtali.  Isa. 9:2
John's message was true and confirmed by Jesus:  Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  "Repent" is G3340 metanoeo and occurs 34 times in Scripture:  16 times in the gospels and 12 times in Revelation.  It means to change one's mind or purpose for the better and involves new knowledge, regret for the previous course, displeasure with self, and a change of action.  It is an emotional change with reference to specific attitudes or actions, regret amounting to remorse, and a reversal of moral purpose.  While there is "blanket" forgiveness for all sins (past, present and future), there is a dynamic connecting forgiveness to repentance when forgiveness becomes effective as one repents.  Repentance is required, and there is no disconnect between repentance and forgiveness.  Those who do not repent but practice sin are not saved.  1 John 3:7-10
Matthew 4:18-25
The first disciples and Jesus' ministry model
Capernaum is a fishing village by the Sea of Galilee.  As Jesus was walking along the shore, he called the brothers Simon Peter and Andrew to follow Him, changing their profession as fishermen to fishers of men.  Next he called brothers James and John.  Immediately all four left their nets and followed Him.

Jesus was already known to them and they may have also been disciples of John the Baptist.  It is as if they had already decided and were merely waiting for the opportunity to follow Jesus.

With His disciples, Jesus began to travel throughout Galilee entering synagogues and proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of heaven.  Luke records one such instance in Nazareth when Jesus read from Isaiah concerning fulfilled Scripture , with a notable omission about a future day of vengeance.  Luke 4:14-21, Isa. 61:1-2  In addition to proclaiming the gospel to large crowds including some from significant distances who followed Him, Jesus was teaching in the synagogues probably most often on Sabbath days when Jewish religious leaders would gather for Scripture reading and study.  Jesus performed many signs and miracles, healing all kinds of illnesses and casting out demons.  When His teachings became difficult, many would leave. But only Jesus has words of eternal life. John 6:66-68.
The gospel is the power of God for salvation.  Rom. 1:16  Churches may entice people to attend with social events, entertainment, sports teams, support groups, services to the needy, yoga classes, and other interests.  However, the truth of the gospel will cause many to leave.  What are churches to do?
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