Matthew

Lesson 22, Chapter 26
        Class Notes for November 10, 2020







    
        The Upper Room and the Aftermath
Tuesday was a full day.  Jesus spent time at the temple confronting the Jewish religious leaders about their false works-based religion, calling them hypocrites for their legalism and for ignoring the most important commands of the Law. Jesus was teaching His disciples about the Kingdom of Heaven through parables, revealing the future destruction of the temple and events of the Church Age prior to His return. 
Matthew 26:1-19
Plans and Preparations
v. 1-5   As the day drew to a close and evening was coming, Passover was just two days away. The events here happened on Wednesday.  Jesus reminded His disciples that the time is approaching when He will be betrayed and crucified.  Jesus' confrontations with the scribes and Pharisees brought a meeting of the Jewish Council, the Sanhedrin, as they planned to secretly take Jesus into custody and to kill Him. It had to be done quickly because Passover was near and violating this observance as well as the popularity of Jesus could cause the people to riot.

v. 6-13  Each evening after spending the day in Jerusalem, Jesus would return to Bethany for the night.  

He and His disciples were staying at the home of a man identified as Simon, the leper.  Lepers were ostracized from society, and it is logical to assume that this man had been healed by Jesus although it is not specifically reported in Scripture.  Mark 14:3-9 also records this event and states that they were reclining at the table for a meal.  An unidentified woman approached Jesus with costly perfume in an alabaster bottle which she poured on Jesus' head in an act of anointing Him.  It seemed like an extravagant waste to the disciples who were indignant and suggested that there was a better use for the perfume.  If it were sold, the money could be given to the poor.  However, Jesus understood that her action was appropriate as He was anointed in preparation for His burial, and that she would be remembered for her act of devotion.  Oil in Scripture is symbolic of the Holy Spirit.  High Priests were anointed for their duties in making sacrifices. Lev. 8:12   Kings were anointed with oil when they were crowned.  1 Sam. 16:13  Jesus is our High Priest who reigns from His throne in the heavens.  Heb. 8:1-2

A similar event is reported in all four gospels.  Matthew and Mark give almost identical details and place the time between the Olivet Discourse and the Last Supper, but the other two are different enough to have occurred earlier.  Luke's account, Luke 7:36-50, occurs following the death of John the Baptist in the home of a Pharisee named Simon (no mention of leprosy).  A woman identified as a sinner (and assumed to be Mary Magdalene) anointed Jesus' feet, weeping and wiping His feet with her hair.  Simon's concerns about the appropriateness of this sinful woman's actions resulted in Jesus teaching a parable about forgiveness without reference to the cost of the perfume or a more suitable use for the money.  John's account, John 12:1-8, occurred six days before Passover at the home of Lazarus and Mary was the one who anointed Jesus' feet.  Mary would not have been called a sinner, and the one who objected was Judas Iscariot.  Since hospitality was important in that culture, it was common practice to care for guests' feet dirty from a day walking in the dust, and therefore three separate times could have been recorded.

v. 14-16  While the chief priests and elders were plotting to seize and kill Jesus, Judas Iscariot went to them with an offer to betray Jesus, asking to be paid.  They reached agreement, and Judas was paid 30 pieces of silver, the historical price of a slave.  Ex. 21:32  Then Judas began to look for the right time and place for this betrayal.

v. 17-19  Jesus sent His disciples with instructions to prepare for Passover.  The day before Passover was the day of preparation since a lot had to be done for this observance.  Passover would begin at sundown on Friday, so the Day of Preparation was Thursday.  The first order of business was to find a place since Passover is observed in homes and begins with a meal.  The meal is specific and a memorial  of God's deliverance of the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt.  Ex. 12:1-28  By Jesus' day, the preparation time had been reduced to one day.  So, Jesus' disciples went as He had instructed and found a place for them to observe Passover.  The events of the day of preparation, from the last supper to Jesus' burial, will occur during the 24 hours preceding Passover.   John 19:31, 42, Luke 23:50-56
Matthew 26:20-30
The Last Supper      Mark 14:22-31;    Luke 22:14-38;    John 13:1-35(?)
A place has been found, evening has come, and Jesus and His twelve disciples are at supper.  Further evidence that this is not the Passover meal is that there is no mention of the main course, the lamb, in any of the gospel accounts. See also Luke 22:15-16.   Bread and wine, which were staples for every meal, are the only food mentioned.  Two things were happening:  Jesus' heart was keenly aware that the time of His death was near, and His love for those who are His was central to His thoughts.  Judas Iscariot's heart was corrupted by the devil and he was acting on his plan to betray Jesus to the Sanhedrin.  
Luke's gospel reveals that the disciples were still disputing among themselves about who was the greatest.  Luke 22:24-27  John records that during the meal Jesus demonstrated servant leadership to be carried forth by His disciples by washing the their feet.  John 13:5-20    Jesus also identified His betrayer as one of the disciples, specifically the one who received his bread from Jesus dipped in the wine.  John 13:26   It was at this final meal with His disciples that Jesus introduced the new covenant, in His body and blood.  The meal concluded with a hymn, and they all went to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus instituted this covenant meal with instructions to continue its observance in remembrance of Him.  Luke 22:19  The Lord's Supper and Baptism are the two sacraments (sacred observances) practiced by Protestant churches.  The Apostle Paul gave specific instructions about its administration in 1 Cor. 11:23-34.  This sacrament is to be administered and received in remembrance of Jesus.  There are verses surrounding Paul's instructions which guide us in remembering:


that we share in Jesus' sacrifice


1 Cor. 10:16


that we commune with all the saints


1 Cor. 10:17


that we worship in holiness



1 Cor. 10:20-22


that we remember Jesus' death


1 Cor. 11:24


that we proclaim salvation in Christ



and celebrate the New Covenant

1 Cor. 11:25


that we anticipate His return



1 Cor. 11:26

Matthew 26:31-46
Concluding Prayers
The three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) have rather short narratives about the events in the garden prior to Jesus' arrest.  Matthew tells of a conversation between Jesus and Peter which predicted Peter's denial of Jesus three times that very night.  Peter declared his complete devotion to Jesus, not believing that any circumstances would cause such a denial.  From the Mount of Olives, the group went to an olive garden near the Kidron Valley known as the Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus took Peter, James and John with Him to a place where Jesus would spend time in prayer, asking the three disciples to keep watch and to pray for their own strength.  v. 41  Three times as Jesus left them for His own prayer time, He returned to find them sleeping.  Jesus' third rebuke has some urgency since it was now time for His betrayal and arrest.

Jesus' prayers:  Matthew and Mark express the deep grief of Jesus' prayers and His submission to the will of the Father.  Luke's account includes an angel who ministered to Jesus as His fervent prayers resulted in sweat like drops of blood.  Luke 22:43-44    There is a very long section here in John's gospel relating more of Jesus' instructions for His disciples which includes confirming His own nature and mission, the role of the Holy Spirit to come, the need for their dependence on Him and their love for one another, their relationship to the world, the importance of prayer consistent with His character and purposes (in His name), reassurance about His resurrection, and Jesus' High Priestly prayer for Himself, for them, and for all who would believe in Him through their word  Ch. 17.
Matthew 26:47-68
Arrest and Trial Before the Sanhedrin
Judas Iscariot was the only disciple who did not come from Galilee for his hometown was south of Jerusalem in Kerioth, a city in Moab which had a long history of idolatry and immorality.  Judas had spent three years with Jesus.  He had listened to Jesus' teachings, observed miracles and healings, yet from the beginning Jesus knew that Judas would betray Him.  John 6:70-71 Judas had been a trusted disciple and one who served as treasurer in charge of the money that came to them, although it was known that he pilfered from the treasury.  John 12:4-6    His behavior had led none of the other disciples to suspect him of betrayal.  Yet, Judas' act of betrayal fulfilling prophecy was evil and the work of the devil.  John 13:2

Judas had volunteered to betray Jesus to the Jewish religious leaders in exchange for 30 pieces of silver which was the traditional price of a slave.  The crowd who came for Jesus that night had been sent by the chief priests and elders (no Roman soldiers involved) and they were armed with clubs and swords.  Judas led the way and to avoid any misidentification, Judas singled out Jesus with a loud greeting and a kiss.  Immediately the crowd seized Jesus, and Peter reacted by pulling out a sword and striking Malchus, the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.  John 18:10  But Jesus was not pleased with this action to defend Him since, after all, Jesus could call on legions of angels if He needed defending.  After correcting Peter, Jesus restored the slave's injured ear.  Luke 22:50  Jesus also reprimanded the crowd for coming at night when they could have taken Him during the day many times, but informing them that it happened this way to fulfill the prophecies of the Scriptures.


Jesus was taken by the crowd to Caiaphas, the high priest, who had assembled the scribes and elders.  It is still night, and the Council was not allowed to meet during those hours.  The Council had been at work, probably anticipating Jesus' arrest after Judas' betrayal, seeking witnesses who would testify against Jesus.  Finally, only two would go through with their testimony who swore that Jesus had threatened to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days. The disciples understood that Jesus was referring to His resurrection.  John 2:19-22  When asked to defend Himself, Jesus was silent.  However, when the high priest asked Jesus to declare if He is the Christ, the Son of God, Jesus answered that the high priest had stated the truth of that himself, and then Jesus quoted from Daniel 7:13 which identifies Himself as the divine person approaching the Ancient of Days to join in God's judgment.  They are not Jesus' judges; He is theirs!  To the high priest, this amounted to blasphemy, a capital offense, and the scribes and elders agreed.  No dignity was afforded Jesus as they ridiculed and physically abused Him.
Matthew 26:69-75
Peter's Denials
It is still night.  The disciples have scattered as Jesus foretold, and Peter had followed at a distance and positioned himself in the courtyard outside where Jesus was being tried.  Other people in the courtyard included servants and other bystanders (perhaps some of the crowd present at Jesus' arrest).  When asked three times if he was with Jesus, Peter denied even knowing Him, even cursing and swearing,  just as Jesus had said.  Luke 22:61 tells us that as Peter denied Jesus the third time, Jesus turned and looked at him, perhaps through a window or as Jesus was being led out.  And Peter wept bitterly.  Peter knew that Jesus had taught about the consequences of denial.  Matt. 10:33  Conviction of sin should bring sorrow that leads to repentance and forgiveness.  2 Cor. 7:9-11  This sorrow led to Peter's repentance and assurance of forgiveness by the risen Savior, as Jesus' questions gave Peter the opportunity to affirm his love for Jesus three times.  John 21:15-17  

Matt. 27:1-10

Judas' Remorse
Morning came and it was time for the Council to take action to bring about the death sentence that they had given Jesus.  In order to do so, they must convince the Roman authorities to carry out Jesus' crucifixion.  So, Jesus was bound and brought to Pilate, the governor of Judah.


Things may not be going as Judas had envisioned, and he went to return the thirty pieces of silver given for his act of betrayal. Judas confessed that he had sinned and betrayed innocent blood.  But the chief priests and elders were not interested in Judas' reversal.  Things were going just as they wanted.  We can imagine Judas' frustration at this point, and he threw the money into the temple sanctuary which would later be used to buy a burial place for strangers in Potter's Field, which also fulfilled prophecy.  Zech 11:13   Although he had confessed his sin, Judas had not confessed to the only one who could truly forgive him.  His remorse led to suicide, and he hanged himself.  After Jesus' ascension, Peter recalled the fate of Judas, and that his body was eviscerated and fell into the Field of Blood.  Acts 1:16-20  


Consider a scenario where Judas is on trial and you are his defense attorney.  Perhaps you could argue that Jesus was delaying the inevitable takeover of Jewish leadership who had been confronted and discredited earlier at the temple.  Judas was merely facilitating a final resolution.  Jesus was establishing a new kingdom and the current one had to go.  Betraying Jesus would force His hand and not prolong the conflict.  There was no way that Judas could have envisioned the actual outcome.  Perhaps, but we know that Judas was greedy, a thief, and subject to the influence of the devil.  He was chosen as a disciple (and apostle) not for salvation but, of his own will and voluntary actions, Judas chose to betray Jesus in fulfillment of God's plan to save His people from their sins and His wrath through a plan of salvation among the Trinity before the foundation of the world.

1

