Matthew

Lesson 2, Chapters 1 - 2

Class Notes for January 21, 2020
For thousands of years God's people had been waiting for a Deliverer, a Savior to rule on the throne of David with justice and righteousness . . . the One who would be Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  Isa. 9:6-7   David was a great warrior and leader, loved by the people, and a man after God's own heart.  His kingdom was the pinnacle of Israel's history, and the nation enjoyed prosperity and prominence.  Through the centuries Israel had known times of faithfulness and times of rebellion against God.  They had experienced blessings and discipline.  Just as the Assyrians had conquered the northern kingdom followed by the Babylonians who conquered Judah and then fallen to the Persians followed by the Greeks who were conquered by the Romans, Israel longed to finally throw off foreign dominance with a king of their own.  Surely God's promises would bring Israel back to its former glory. 
Matthew's message was that indeed God was fulfilling His promises, the time had come, and the Kingdom of Heaven had arrived because the King had arrived.  This unexpected King did not meet the criteria established by those who were the religious leaders and scholars.  Their interpretation of prophecies had always led them back to King David as a paradigm for the Messiah.  Yet, Jesus brought something new and something much better:  a new covenant and an eternal kingdom of peace and joy.  Jesus came to establish His spiritual kingdom on earth which would usher in the new heaven and new earth of the eternal kingdom.  Rev. 21:1 - 22:7  The Kingdom is now, but not yet in its fullness.

Matthew was determined to convince unbelieving Jews that Jesus is their expected Messiah and King, to reassure believing Jews, and to give credible arguments against any objections.  Matthew began by verifying Jesus' right to the throne as a legitimate descendant of Abraham, through whom God promised them the land, and of David, through whom God promised them a king.  Hereditary identity was critical to the Jews because there were leadership and inheritance issues as well as specific prophecies for descendants of the patriarchs.  Written records of generations were kept by the priests and stored in the Temple.  God closed the book on any future claimants to be the Messiah for when the Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD, all the lineage documentation was destroyed.

Matthew 1:1-17
The Genealogy of Jesus

Beginning with Abraham, Matthew lists the father of each generation while identifying only five of the mothers:  Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary.  Matthew concludes the line with Joseph who is not named as the father of Jesus, but as the husband of Mary.  This can be identified as the "royal" line since each one from David through Jeconiah (aka Jehoiachin, aka Coniah) had ruled over the nation of Israel/Judah.  The royal line is broken after Jeconiah because his father Jehoiakim was evil and cursed by God that no descendant of his would rule over Judah.  Jer. 36:29-31  History records that his son, Jeconiah, ruled for only 3 months when he was replaced by his uncle, Zedekiah, who was appointed by Nebuchadnezzar.  Jer. 37:1  Although Jeconiah had seven sons  1 Chron. 3:17  The LORD commanded that he be recorded as childless.  Jer. 22:24-30  With the end of David's line through Solomon, 
Shealtiel 's claim to the throne as a descendant of Nathan reestablished the royal line.  Matthew notes a chronological pattern with 14 generations between Abraham, David, the exile, and the Messiah.

Luke's genealogy begins with Jesus and works back through the generations to the first man, Adam.  

Luke names only the fathers in his list, beginning with Joseph who is identified as the supposed father.  Therefore, since Luke does not mention any mothers, the conclusion is that this is the lineage of Mary. 

Matthew 1:18-25
Messages for Joseph

God communicates with his people in various ways:  through an angel, an audible voice, signs and wonders, visions and dreams, the written word, by the Holy Spirit, and through Jesus Himself.  These events are often seen in Scripture.  Mary and Joseph were engaged but the marriage had not been consummated.  Mary's conception by the Holy Spirit was revealed to her by Gabriel, an angel of the Lord.  Mary was perplexed but delighted, as recorded in Luke 1:26-55, after all every Jewish girl longed to be the mother of the Messiah. Joseph, however, was not sure how to handle the situation.  He is described as a righteous man who wanted to protect Mary from disgrace by sending her to a different place to have her child.

So, Joseph had a plan but God sent other instructions.  The message came by way of an angel appearing to Joseph in a dream while he was sleeping bringing both reassurance and instruction.  "Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife."  Mary had not sinned and bore no shame.  Her conception was by the power of the Holy Spirit, and there was something more extraordinary and astounding about this Child.

  
   His true father, God, named Him Jesus, Savior.

    
   He is the Son of God and fully God, Immanuel.  He is the son of Mary and fully human.

     
   He has a mission:  to save His people from their sins.

    
   He is the fulfillment of what God had revealed through the prophet.  








Isa. 45:21-24,  Isa. 7:14,  Isa. 9:6-7
Joseph was convinced that his dream was indeed from God, no ordinary dream, and he did as he was commanded by the angel.  Mary's purity was preserved by Joseph, and their marriage was not consummated until after the birth of Jesus.  Joseph and Mary had other children:  unnamed sisters and   four brothers named James, Joseph, Simon and Judas who were present during parts of Jesus' ministry though unbelieving.  James, however, is recorded after Jesus' resurrection as present with the apostles and later head of the mother church in Jerusalem.  He is the author of the Book of James.

Joseph and Mary were faithful to all that God had required through the Law.  According to Luke 2:39 the family went back to Nazareth soon after Jesus' birth.  Jesus was circumcised on the 8th day at the Temple in Jerusalem and when the family went to Jerusalem for Passover when Jesus was 12 years old.   Luke 2:21-52
Matthew. 2:1-12
Visitors bearing gifts
As we read through this chapter, the events here occur almost three years after chapter 1.  Joseph and his family are no longer living in the stable in Bethlehem but in a house which would have been in Nazareth.  v. 11  When Jesus was born the shepherds were told by a host of angels, but the later appearance of an unusual star would bring visitors Jerusalem.  These visitors from the east are identified as magi or wise men whom we might consider astrologers.  There is a hint in the book of Daniel about who these magi might have been.  Daniel lived in Babylon during the exile just over five centuries before Jesus' birth.  Daniel rose to prominence under Nebuchadnezzar's rule and served as chief prefect over all the wise men, magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans and diviners.  Dan. 2:48 5:11  We can think of this as an academy of scholars and prophets led by Daniel who would have had access to the writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah and, of course, Moses.  They would have studied these writings as well as astronomical events and considered the star a sign for the prophesied Messiah of the Jews.  They testified to Herod, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him."  Balaam had foreseen a "star" from Jacob, a ruler from Israel, a prophecy which may connect to this star as a sign.  Num. 24:17
The magi would have been traveling for quite a length of time from Babylon, and they would have come in an entourage of servants, camels, tents and supplies.  The star had guided them to Jerusalem where they inquired about the location of the one born King of the Jews causing unrest among the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  Of course, Herod was troubled that someone might challenge his rule.  Caesar Augustus ruled from Rome, and Herod the Great ruled over the province of Judah when Jesus was born.  Herod ruled with a pretense of appeasing the Jews, specifically by restoring the Temple to its former glory under Solomon, but putting his own name to it:  Herod's Temple.  But, Herod was a manipulator and liar,  ruthless and terrifying.  He had murdered his wife and three of his sons, one of whom he assumed had aspirations to usurp rule.   No wonder he was so willing to murder Jewish baby boys to protect his throne.  
Herod summoned the priests and scribes (experts on the Law) to ask where this Messiah was to be born.  They, too, knew their Scriptures and revealed that Micah had prophesied that the "ruler" and "shepherd" of Israel would be born in Bethlehem.  Micah 5:2  Next, Herod summoned the magi to determine when the star had appeared.  Their response gave a time frame of two years.  v. 16  Having identified the location, Herod sent the magi to Bethlehem to confirm the birth and report back to him the location of the Child so that he could also worship Him.  Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth when Mary was visited by Gabriel.  Luke 2:4   Luke also records Joseph, Mary and Jesus going from Nazareth to Jerusalem for the circumcision of Jesus when he was eight days old, and again at Passover when Jesus was 12 years old.  Luke 2:21-52  The magi followed the star (so it moved!) which led them to the Child, which we know had to be in Nazareth.  Their first act was to worship.  Then they presented appropriate gifts for this Messiah, King of the Jews.  They brought gold suitable for a king, frankincense for a priest, and myrrh for the sacrificial Lamb of God.  Although they may have learned about the evil character of Herod from other sources, it was a warning from God in a dream that sent the magi back to their own country by another way, not reporting back to Herod.
Matthew 1:13-23
Protecting the family

But Herod would not be deterred.  Having been warned by an angel of the Lord in a dream, Joseph secretly at night took Mary and the Child and fled to Egypt.  It is not known how many baby boys under two years of age were slaughtered by Herod in his rage, and his actions prove that he did not find out where the Child was living at that time.  Bethlehem was a small town of fewer than 1,000 people, and we do not know how far the slaughter extended.  Even in this tragedy there is reassurance of God's faithfulness.  Matthew quotes from the prophet Jeremiah about the agony experienced because of this bloodshed which was known by God and revealed through Jeremiah.  Surely the other promises of God for restoration and blessings are also true.
Several times in the past God's people had gone to Egypt as a place of refuge, and the border was not very far from Nazareth.  Although Egypt was also a Roman province, it was ruled in an orderly manner and beyond the reach of Herod.  Egypt had a large Jewish population at that time, estimated to be about a million.  Joseph probably would have had relatives there and little difficulty finding work.  They would stay until Herod died and his son, Archelaus became king over Judah.  After yet another warning through a dream, Joseph knew that he would not find safety in Judah, so he took his family to Galilee and returned to Nazareth.  Matthew refers to a prophecy that Jesus would be called a "Nazarene" which is not specific to Scripture.  However, the disdain and lack of respect given to people from Nazareth was certainly heaped on Jesus as His credibility was challenged and He was rejected and abused.  As Jesus began His ministry, He would relocate from Nazareth and settle in Capernaum.  Matt. 4:13.
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