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Confrontations and Clarity

Jesus had arrived at Jerusalem.  Each day He was going to the temple, and each night He returned to Bethany.  The moneychangers had been chased out as Jesus asserted authority over the religious practices of Israel.  The blind and lame were being healed by Him, and the children continued to sing "Hosanna to the Son of David."  The Pharisees and other Jewish religious leaders were threatened and challenged Jesus' authority.  In response, Jesus recited Scriptures and told them parables which revealed the false religion of works-based righteousness which they have been teaching.  They know that Jesus is speaking about them, and in response they plan to seize Jesus to remove Him from the temple grounds.  They are restrained only by the crowd of people who consider Jesus a prophet from God and also perhaps because many in the crowd had benefited from the healing miracles.

Matthew 22:1-14

Parable of a Wedding Feast

___________________________________________________________________________________
From   " Jewish Marriage Customs" by Renald Showers

The first major step in a Jewish marriage was betrothal.  Betrothal involved the establishment of a marriage covenant.  By Jesus’ time it was usual for such a covenant to be established as the result of the prospective bridegroom taking the initiative.  The prospective bridegroom would travel from his father’s house to the home of the prospective bride.  There he would negotiate with the father of the young woman to determine the price (mohar) that he must pay to purchase his bride.  Once the bridegroom paid the purchase price, the marriage covenant was thereby established, and the young man and the woman were regarded to be husband and wife.  From that moment on, the bride was declared to be consecrated or sanctified, set apart exclusively for her bridegroom.  As a symbol of the covenant relationship that had been established, the groom and bride would drink from a cup of wine over which a betrothal benediction had been pronounced.


After the marriage covenant had been established, the groom would leave the home of the bride and return to his father’s house.  There he would remain separate from his bride for a period of twelve months.  This period of separation afforded the bride time to gather her trousseau and to prepare for married life.  The groom occupied himself with the preparation of living accommodations in his father’s house to which he could bring his bride.

At the end of the period of separation the groom would come to take his bride to live with him.  The taking of the bride usually took place at night.  The groom, best man and other male escorts would leave the groom’s father’s house and conduct a torch light procession to the home of the bride.  Although the bride was expecting her groom to come for her, she did not know the exact time of his coming.  As a result the groom’s arrival would be preceded by a shout.  This shout would forewarn the bride to be prepared for the coming of the groom.


After the groom received his bride together with her female attendants, the enlarged wedding party would return from the bride’s home to the groom’s father’s house.  Upon arrival there the wedding party would find that the wedding guests had assembled already.


Shortly after arrival the bride and groom would be escorted by the other members of the wedding party to the bridal chamber (huppah).  Prior to entering the chamber the bride remained veiled so that no one could see her face.  While the groomsmen and the bridesmaids would wait outside, the bride and groom would enter the bridal chamber alone.  There in the privacy of that place they would enter into physical union for the first time, thereby consummating the marriage that had been covenanted earlier.


After the marriage was consummated, the groom would announce the consummation to the other members of the wedding party waiting outside the chamber (John 3:29).  These people would pass on the news of the marital union to the wedding guests.  Upon receiving this good news the wedding guests would feast and make merry for the next seven days.


During the seven days of the wedding festivities, which were sometimes called “the seven days of the huppah,” the bride remained hidden in the bridal chamber.  At the conclusion of these seven days the groom would bring his bride out of the bridal chamber, now with her veil removed, so that all could see who his bride was.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Having this background of information about Jewish weddings, we can get a better understanding of the importance of the wedding feast in their culture.  In this parable, the time has come for celebration but the original invited guests refused to come, insulting the king and dishonoring his son.  These guests had status in the community as landowners, farmers and businessmen.  The king was patient at first, and the invitation was given for a second time when they again refused and then mistreated and killed the king's servants. They had proven themselves unworthy of the invitation, and their stubborn refusal angered the king who sent his armies to destroy the murderers and their city.  

But there will be a wedding feast, and the king sent his servants out once again with invitations for all who were in the highways and streets without regard to their being either evil or good   1 Cor. 1:27-29   and many people came.  The king's guests were provided garments to wear, but one man came wearing his own clothes.
The analogy is clear:  The King is God and His Son is Jesus.  The wedding is the Marriage Supper of the Lamb at the culmination of time. Rev. 19:7-9   Those who refused to honor the King and His Son were the Jews who rejected their Messiah.  That rejection resulted in proclamation of the wedding feast throughout the land, and many would come.  Jesus came for the Jews first, who rejected Him, and then for the Greeks.  Rom. 1:16   Those who came were dressed in the righteousness of Jesus  Gal. 3:27,  but the one who came clothed only in his own works was rejected.

Many are called, but few are chosen.  There is a universal call to honor God and His Son, and everyone is accountable to Him, no excuses.  Rom. 1:18-20  Why do some people have saving belief and others do not?  Everyone is born in sin, with a heart of stone, and cannot understand spiritual things.  1 Cor. 2:14   It takes an act of God to change a person's heart so that he can believe and be saved.  The first step is always God's.  So, why doesn't God just choose everyone?  Because, although God is loving and good and gracious, He is also holy and just evidenced by the punishment of evil.  Rom. 9:10-24    A better question would be, considering the sinfulness of all people and their inability to turn to God by their own efforts:  Why would God save anybody?  The answer is, of course, for His own glory, to reveal and demonstrate something true about Him.  The Father loves the Son and gave Him a people who will serve and glorify Him.  

Matthew 22:15-22

Paying Taxes, Honoring Government
The Pharisees would not give up and they conspired about how they could trap Jesus and cause Him to fall out of favor with the people or with the Romans.  The Pharisees were teachers and had disciples, followers.  The Herodians were a political party of Jews who acknowledged the rule of Rome and sought friendship with Herod.  They had no authority by either Roman law or Jewish religion, but joined forces with the Pharisees against Jesus since He was seen as a potential threat to both Judaism and Rome, even though nothing Jesus ever did or said would justify or incite political revolution.  Their approach to Jesus began with flattery, but their motive was malicious, and their question was designed to cause Jesus to express disloyalty to Rome.
Their question about whether it was "lawful" referred to religious law which recognized God alone as authority.  The question was specifically about a poll-tax or property tax, especially significant since God Himself had given the land to the Jews!  Jesus called them hypocrites since they were surely paying their taxes to Rome.  Those taxes were paid in Roman money, and the coins bore Caesar's image.  Jesus' answer to give Caesar what was his, and God what is His, left the group amazed and they left.

Scripture clearly teaches that all authority is from God, and government authority is given by God for the good of the people.  Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-17  Corrupt governors, those who do not honor God nor care for the people, are accountable to God.  God has raised up evil rulers to discipline His people, Pharaoh, for example  Rom. 9:17.  Christians are to be the epitome of law-abiding citizens, with the one exception that no human law or action may cause us to violate God's commands.  Acts 5:27-29
Matthew 22:23-33

Resurrection Life
Here come the Sadducees, more hypocrites!  They asked Jesus a hypothetical question about marriage 
in the resurrection about which they did not believe.   The question involved a Levirate marriage.   
Deut. 25:5-10   A married man who died without an heir could maintain his legacy and inheritance in the promised land, as he obtained a legal heir when his wife married his brother and bore a son.  The ensuing son would legally belong to the first man, although deceased.  Actually, Joshua made an exception and let daughters who had no brothers, descendants of Manasseh, inherit.  Joshua 17:3-6
Anyway, Jesus said they understood neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.  Obviously, this is the reason many of us go astray in our understanding and actions.  Jesus explained that relationships in heaven are different from those on earth.  The marriage for eternity is Jesus and His bride, the church.  For example, Jesus pointed out that angels do not marry nor were they ever intended to marry.  All angels in Scripture are male.
The most important thing for the Sadducees to realize, however, was that the resurrection is about living persons as confirmed by God's declaration to Moses that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, all of whom had died on earth but live in heaven.  This is the eternal life, spiritual life as God has life and not just a continuation of existence, that Jesus gives to all who are His.  

Matthew 22:34-40

Loving God and Others
The crowds were astonished by Jesus' answers, and the Sadducees were silenced.  However, the Pharisees planned a different approach.  Now the Pharisees were a group of Jewish men who over the previous couple of centuries had dedicated themselves to strict obedience to the Law in an effort to cause all Israel to repent and live faithfully.  Their commitment resulted in formulating more and more laws, often of minutiae, and their dedication had become compulsive and self-righteous.  Ten commandments were not enough, and they now had in excess of 600 to obey.  A lawyer, someone who knew all about all the laws, was chosen to pose a question to test Jesus, not about the law but about the authority of the Pharisees.  The rabbis often disagreed about religious matters expressing their own interpretations.  Perhaps to imply permission to voice a contrary opinion, the lawyer called Jesus "teacher" or rabbi.
We may think that the OT is about rules and regulations, disobedience and discipline, and the NT is about love and forgiveness.  But Jesus quoted Moses  Deut. 6:5, and it was about love.  First and foremost:  love God completely:  heart, soul, and mind 
heart  G2588  kardia   the chief organ of physical life, occupying the central part of the human body   

figuratively, the heart is the seat of the mental and moral, rational and emotional aspects of a 
person which can be righteous or depraved.   
soul  G5590 psuche   refers to breath of life, the vital force which animates the body, indicating a living 
person.  The soul has eternal existence beyond earthly life

mind  G1271dianoia      deep thoughts or imagination, understanding.
But we cannot truly love as commanded by God unless we are spiritually alive, for God is love, and we love because He loved us first.  1 John 4:16, 19
Matthew 22:41-46

David's Son and David's Lord
Jesus had answered their three questions:


Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar? v.17  



It is necessary to pay taxes and to give to God what is owed.


If a woman successively married seven brothers, whose wife is she in heaven?   v. 28



There is a resurrection which transcends physical relationships which we know now.


Which is the greatest commandment? v. 36



Loving God and loving others fulfills all the law.

Now it is Jesus' turn to ask the Pharisees a question.  Whose son is the Christ? They answered,  David.

Next logical question from Jesus:  


If the Christ is David's son (descendant), how (in the Spirit) does David call him Lord?

The Christ came generations after David, yet David called Him Lord (superior to David) and proclaimed


Him as sitting at the right hand of the Father (reigning in heaven) over all His enemies.

Psa. 110:1:   The LORD (Jehovah) says to my Lord (Adonai):


Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.

Yes, Jesus is a descendant of David, and He is also God who rules from His throne in heaven.
The Pharisees did not grasp the eternal nature of the Christ who has all the qualities of God.

They were stuck on their expectation of an earthly ruler and the restoration of Israel.

But, no one answered Jesus' question,  nor did they dare to ask Him anything else.

As Stephen was being martyred, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God.  Acts 7:55  The Apostle John saw Jesus glorified.  Rev. 1:13-18
There is an application for us here.  How do we see Jesus?  As a baby in a manger?  As a teacher and healer?  As dying on a cross?  As a resurrected leader?  As a judge bringing justice to the wicked?  

or as the King of kings, Lord of lords, the faithful and true, the Word of God, exalted and glorified in heaven.  We worship and adore Him.
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