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Living in the Kingdom of God
Matthew 19:1-15  

Questions from the Pharisees

Jesus and His disciples were heading toward Jerusalem from Capernaum to Judea.  Jesus had repeatedly told them that He will be killed in Jerusalem, but that He would rise from the dead three days later.  They were grieved at what lay ahead.  Jesus had been teaching, healing, casting out demons, and performing miracles for three years, and He was well known throughout the land.  Crowds of people followed Him seeking to be healed, and He healed them all.
Jesus' popularity and His message of salvation by grace and not the Law threatened the established Jewish authority.  The Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes followed Jesus constantly seeking to test and discredit Him.  The Pharisees' question to Jesus now addressed an issue which had caused very different teaching from the leading rabbis concerning Deut. 24:1-4, the only OT passage which discusses divorce.  Some taught that divorce was not allowed under any circumstances, and others considered even minor infractions to justify ending a marriage covenant.  Earlier Jesus had taught in the Sermon on the Mount that divorce creates a vulnerability to adultery.  Matt. 5:31 
Jesus answered them by referring to Scripture recorded by Moses in Gen. 2:24 concerning the very first marriage where the relationship is described as one flesh, joined by God, which people are not to separate.  Also quoting Scripture, the Pharisees referred to Moses' "command"  G1781 entellomai  that a divorce was enacted by giving a wife a certificate of divorce and sending her away.  Jesus corrected their understanding by pointing out that Moses did not command but permitted  G2010 epitrepa  divorce because of the hardness of their hearts.  We also know that the generation of the children of Israel which left Egypt were destroyed in the wilderness because of their unbelief  Jude 1:5 and that God was angry with them for 40 years.  Heb 3:17  (Not good role models.)
Jesus pointed out that Moses' "permit" did not mean that God had changed His mind.  The exception for immorality is G4202 porneia or fornication or sexual actions by an unmarried person.  If a betrothed (engaged) couple determined that the woman was not pure, the man could send her away before they entered into a marriage covenant. He would give her a certificate of divorce which would confirm that she had not committed adultery.  That was the option available to Joseph when Mary was pregnant.  Matt. 1:18-19  Adultery is unfaithfulness, sexual acts, outside one's own marriage.  The penalty for adultery was not divorce but execution.  Lev. 20:10  

Jesus' disciples understood what Jesus had said about the high standard of marriage, and they concluded that it might be better not to marry.  Jesus agreed that not all men are to be married since some have a physical lack or deformity, and others are called to celibacy for service in the kingdom of heaven when a high calling could be impeded by the responsibilities of a family.

Marriage was God's idea from the beginning and demonstrates His covenant relationship with His people.  God was a husband to Israel   Jer. 31:32, Hos. 2:19-20, Isa. 62:4-5  and the church is the bride of Christ.  Eph. 5:25-32, Rev. 19:7-8  Christian marriages are to be consistent with an earthly portrayal of God's everlasting covenant relationship with His people. What God requires, He enables.  Churches have taken the option given by Moses for his same reason.  God does not desire marriages to be broken Malachi 2:16,  but He does forgive and restore and bless in the future.

The disciples took their crowd management duties seriously and they were keeping children away.  Jesus instructed them to bring the children to Him, noting that the kingdom also would belong to the next generation.  Jesus blessed the children before He left.
Matthew 19:16-26

Riches and Responsibilities


Also Luke 18:18-27
This is a familiar event when a young man who was rich, an official in the synagogue, came to Jesus and asked what good thing should he DO to GAIN eternal life.  He was accurate in knowing that Jesus is the standard for good, but he did not understand the depth of obedience to commandments nor that one does not GAIN or acquire eternal life but it is a gift of God in Christ.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus revealed that true obedience to the Law means more than actions but a changed heart which would not even desire to sin by lusting or hating.  Although the young man pleaded life-long obedience to the commandments, he had a misunderstanding that works alone were sufficient for eternal life, consistent with those who claimed their good works as righteousness. Matt. 7:21-23  
Jesus' answer was very revealing:  release your grip on worldly possessions and take hold of heavenly treasure.  The Jews considered prosperity proof that they were right with God, and that affliction or poverty was God's judgment on sin. John 9:2  The young man could not overcome this concept and renounce his wealth.  His deeds were commendable, but his heart was not right.  This is what we call a "teaching moment" and Jesus turned to His disciples and pointed out the grip that wealth can have on a person.  No one can save himself by good works, but with God salvation is only possible by grace that changes a heart of stone to a heart that can love God and others.
Matthew 19:27 - 20:16
Rewards in the Kingdom

Continuing the conversation and possibly as reassurance to Jesus that they would not leave, the disciples, who had observed Jesus' interaction with the rich man and Jesus' teaching about the hazards of wealth, considered their own situation.  They had walked away from businesses and families and home to follow Jesus.  What would there be for them?  Jesus had already taught that to follow Him means to take up the cross, deny self, and live for Him.  He reassured them that they had not been cheated out of anything, but that their reward would be in the future and for eternity. Numbers have significance in Scripture, and twelve is the number for government (12 tribes, 12 apostles), and refers to a governing role for the disciples. While there is no consensus about the meaning of v. 28 or the time frame reference, in Mark 10:28-30 Jesus is quoted as assuring reward as well as persecutions in the present age as well as eternal life in the age to come. 

To illustrate His point about rewards, Jesus told a parable to describe rewards in the kingdom of heaven.  In this parable a landowner is hiring workers for his vineyards.  Some are hired early in the morning with an agreed wage of one denarius.  Others were hired at noon, 3:00 p.m., and 5:p.m.  Each worker received the same pay, one denarius.  When the ones hired first complained that they deserved more, the landowner replied that they had received what was agreed upon, and it was wrong for them to criticize the landowner for being generous with others.  However, believers are not motivated by material gain but to live pleasing to God who is a rewarder of those who serve Him.  Heb. 11:6
This parable begins and ends with "many who are first will be last, and the last first."  Many indicates that not everyone who begins early or who begins late will be either first or last.  Some who begin early may not live as faithfully as others who come late and serve in extraordinary ways.  It is a special blessing to come early in life to serve the Lord and that service in itself is a reward.  

Matthew 20:17-28

Almost to Jerusalem

They are headed to Jerusalem and the time is near for Jesus to complete His mission on this earth.  In an intimate setting with His disciples, once again Jesus tells them what is to come.  The events are specific: 
1. This will happen in Jerusalem (where they are headed).

2.  Jesus will be betrayed (delivered over) to the chief priests and scribes (the Sanhedrin).  


3.  They will condemn Jesus to death.  


4.  They will hand Jesus over to the Gentiles (Roman authorities).  


5.  Jesus will be mocked and scourged, and then crucified.  


6.  Jesus will rise from the dead on the third day.
The Apostle John records that when Jesus was telling His disciples about what would happen in Jerusalem, that when it happened they would believe.  John 14:29  Experiencing the events will be devastating.  Even hearing about it causes them to grieve.  They must have many questions:  What will happen to them as His closest disciples?  Will they too be put to death?  What will happen to all those who believed in Jesus?  Who will lead them when Jesus is gone?  Will the Kingdom of Heaven not survive after Jesus' death, and if so, would they have to go back to Judaism?  Was this all for nothing?
The mother of James and John (sons of Zebedee) asked that her two sons have a place of honor in the Kingdom.  Mark reports that James and John were also privy to this inquiry, and Jesus' answer was to James and John.  v. 22  Jesus had told them what He would suffer, and He asked if they were also willing to suffer.  When they responded in the affirmative, Jesus confirmed that they would indeed suffer but that God, in His sovereignty and omniscience, had already prepared places in the Kingdom.
James and John would suffer.  James was the first apostle to be martyred.  Acts 12:1  He was put to death by the sword by Herod Agrippa I, and is only apostolic martyrdom recorded in Scripture.

John was exiled to Patmos and died in Ephesus around 100 A.D. and was the only apostle not martyred.
The other ten disciples overheard this conversation and became indignant.  Jesus said that they were acting like unbelievers who desired and abused power.  Had they forgotten Jesus' teaching that the defining quality of leadership is serving?  Later Jesus would give them a dramatic demonstration of servant leadership.

Matthew 20:29-34

Opening Eyes
Jericho is about 12 miles from Jerusalem.  As Jesus and His disciples continued their journey toward Jerusalem, a large crowd was following them.  Two blind men called out to Jesus for mercy, specifically that their eyes would be opened. Jesus had compassion, touched their eyes, and they regained their sight.
Jesus often healed those who were blind, the ultimate purpose of this miracle was to glorify God.  

Blindness can be both physical and spiritual.  In Matt. 15:13-14, Jesus described the Pharisees as blind men, leading other blind men, and they both would fall in a ditch.  Those who are not saved cannot understand spiritual things.  1 Cor. 2:14  All that is known about God is revealed truth given as God pleases.  Matt. 11:27  God gives eyes to see and ears to hear and understand.  Luke recalls how two disciples were going to Emmaus and were joined on their journey by Jesus who opened up the Scriptures and showed them that the Law and the prophets were about Him.  But it was not until He opened their eyes that they recognized Him, and it was when He opened their minds that they understood the Scriptures.  Luke 24:31, 45  Revealed truth is an ongoing process with all believers and that is why we study God's word, pray, worship, and obey as we are being set apart, sanctified, 
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