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Tested by the Pharisees
Jesus had performed extraordinary miracles by feeding over 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread and two fish and by walking on stormy water to join His disciples in the boat.  Crossing the Sea of Galilee they arrived in Gennesaret, a small region on the west shore.  Many people came to Jesus seeking to be healed.  As they reached out to Him and touched the hem of His prayer shawl, they were healed.  Even so, it was not the garment that healed but the power of Jesus.  Mark 5:30
Chapter 15:1-20
Sinful traditions

The Pharisees won't give up.  They are threatened by the authority, power and popularity of Jesus as crowds of people continue to follow Him.  They have challenged Jesus regarding keeping the traditions of the Sabbath when Jesus healed even in the synagogue, and they accused Him of having demonic power.  They plotted together to destroy Jesus and confronted Him at every opportunity.  

The Law of Moses had no commandment concerning washing one's hands before eating, except for priests who were required to wash before eating holy offerings.  Lev. 22:6-7  Traditions which had come about after the exile and were later recorded in the Mishnah in the second century required everyone to ceremonially wash hands before eating. Jesus was confronted by the Pharisees when His disciples had not observed this tradition. The Apostle Paul addressed the issue of sinful traditions in Col. 2:8, 20-23, identified as self-made religion which had taken precedence over Scripture.  
Some definitions will be helpful.  A commandment is a direct order or specific instruction given by God, usually referring to the Ten Commandments.  Tradition is a practice or custom handed down through generations as a body of teachings which may be written or oral.  Traditions may be good or bad but may never take precedence over commandments.  Doctrine is a formal religious principle or policy which states the position and understanding of the organization.  Dogma is a settled or established opinion or principle.
Jesus' answer to the Pharisees and scribes was to point out their error in observing tradition but violating a commandment.  "Corban" is an offering or sacred gift, something dedicated to God.  The Pharisees in a grand show of self-righteousness would dedicate all that they had to God, while not actually giving anything, alleviating any obligation to give financial support to their parents and thereby not honoring their parents as commanded by God.  This allowed anyone to declare corban on his possessions, and since vows were not to be violated, resources could not be used for other purposes. They had elevated their tradition to the level of doctrine and thereby invalidating the word of God.  Jesus took that opportunity to address the crowd and teach that what goes into one's mouth is eliminated, but what comes out of one's mouth (speech) may reveal a defiled heart.  James 3:6   The heart is the repository of all that is good or evil.  An evil, unregenerate heart is the source of evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses, slanders. Jer. 17:9-10 Salvation requires a new heart. Ezek.11:19-20
The disciples were concerned that the Pharisees had been offended.  Jesus' response was a severe judgment of abandonment by God, giving them over to suffer the consequences of their sins.  Jesus explained that the Pharisees were blind men leading blind men. This same judgment and wrath of God for unrepentant sin is taught in Romans 1:18-32.  God gave them over to the consequences of their sin.
Matthew 15:21-39
Three miracles
v. 21-28  Syria and Phoenicia were Gentile regions.  Tyre and Sidon are located on the coast of Phoenicia.  A Canaanite woman came to Jesus interceding for her daughter who was demon possessed.  She was becoming a nuisance and the disciples wanted to send her away. It is interesting to note that the Canaanites were under a curse from God dating from the time of Noah. Gen. 9:25  Jesus responded to the woman that He was sent to the house of Israel.  God had chosen the descendants of Abraham as the nation through which He would reveal the promises of redemption in Jesus.  The fulfillment of those promises would be revealed and demonstrated to the Jews first because of this covenant relationship.  However, even in the covenant promises through Israel is inclusion of all nations.  Isa. 42:6, Ezek. 39:7
Jesus' answer that the children's bread should not be given to dogs makes reference to the revelations made to Israel which would not be understood by those outside a covenant relationship with God.  The woman's worship of Jesus v. 25 and her understanding that there was something for the Gentiles after Israel had been fed, revealed that she indeed had faith, even great faith, and Jesus healed her daughter at once.  The woman, who had faith, interceded on behalf of her daughter, and the daughter was healed.
v. 29-31  Jesus returned to the Sea of Galilee where large crowds once again gathered seeking to be healed.  The people were amazed and glorified the God of Israel.  This does not mean that they were saved, for there is no indication that this worship was to their God.  It was common then (and now) that people are drawn to many false idols and religions.  It is not sufficient to recognize Jesus among other religious leaders/teachers or to have a half-hearted devotion. Salvation is exclusive to Jesus.  John 14:6
v. 32-39  In these verses Matthew confirms that feeding crowds through a miracle multiplying the supply of bread and fish was not a single event with Jesus.  Previously He had fed 5,000 men plus women and children with only five loaves and two fish.  The food available at this second time was seven loaves and a few fish to feed 4,000 men plus women and children.  The people had gone three days without food.  It was time to send them away, and Jesus was concerned that they would faint.  Calling His disciples, Jesus thanked the Father for the food, and then He had the disciples distribute it to the people.  It was a plentiful meal, and everyone was satisfied.  There were seven large baskets of leftovers.  The people were sent away fully nourished, and Jesus went by boat to Magadan, near Capernaum.  Jesus would teach that He is the bread of life.  John 6:35  The bread was given to the disciples to be distributed to the people, demonstrating a faith based on that given to the apostles which has been handed down to the people.  Thereby, we profess an exclusive apostolic faith, not relying on other sources of belief.
Matthew 16:1-12
Confronting and condemning the Pharisees and Sadducees

There is a lot of learn about bread.  The Pharisees and Sadducees followed Jesus asking for a sign, still wanting to discredit Him as the true Messiah.  They are hard to convince considering all the miracles of healing, casting out demons, and restoring life which had already testified to the authority of Jesus.  Perhaps with reference to this, Jesus pointed out that they can discern from the sky what the weather will be.  Then, why can they not understanding the fulfillment of prophecy which they know so well.  Jesus said that seeking a sign was evil (of the devil) and adulterous (unfaithful to their relationship with God).  The only sign to be given them would be the sign of Jonah, three days and three nights in the deep only to come back with the message of redemption, a clear reference to Jesus' resurrection.  With that, Jesus left them.
The disciples had accompanied Jesus but had not brought bread for them.  Having just been accosted by the Pharisees, Jesus took this opportunity to continuing teaching about opposition to the gospel.  Addressing the disciples, Jesus warned them to beware the leaven of the Pharisees.  Leaven, of course, makes reference to bread, so the disciples were confused.  Jesus reminded them that they had no need to be concerned about the lack of bread.  After all,  Jesus had on at least two occasions fed thousands with only meager resources.  Plainly Jesus told them that He was referring to the leaven (sin) of the Pharisees and Sadducees, their legalistic teachings, which would corrupt the truth of the gospel.
Matthew 16:13-23
The foundation of the Church

There are several metaphors which are used in Scripture to describe the church: 


The body 1 Cor. 12:12-27,     the bride Eph. 5:22-33, and      the building  Eph. 2:19-22.
In all of these illustrations, Jesus is the head, the groom, the cornerstone.
As these verses begin, Jesus is traveling once again to Caesarea Philippi, a region near Mt. Hermon.  He has been challenged by the established Jewish religious authorities and people are worshiping the God of Israel, so there is a logical question to be answered and a clarification to be made for the disciples.  

Jesus asked His disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?  Even in the question, Jesus identified Himself!  Their answer referenced great (but dead) prophets:  Elijah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, or others.  


But here is the crucial question:  But who do you say that I am?  Peter spoke up and declared:  "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  Jesus confirmed Peter's answer as having been revealed to Him by the Father.  The importance of this understanding and declaration is that Jesus Himself, who He is as the Divine Christ, is the foundation of His church which will withstand the opposition of all that is evil.  Although Peter's name means pebble, the great Rock on which the church will be built is Jesus.  On that foundation, authority will be given to open the kingdom through the preaching of the gospel and to close the kingdom to those who are unbelievers and hypocrites.  Peter understood that it was Jesus who was the living cornerstone upon which the church would be built.  1 Peter 2:4-8

Jesus repeatedly told His disciples that He would face death in Jerusalem but would be raised up on the third day.  Peter, who is NOT the rock on which the church is built, resisted and even corrected Jesus that this could not happen.  This utterance from Peter was not revealed from heaven but was from Satan who had set Peter's mind against God's interests.

Matthew 16:24-28  
Following Jesus

Following Jesus, who would go to the cross for us, means taking up our own cross, dying to self, and living for Him.  Rom 6:6, Eph. 4:22-24, Col. 3:9-10  Peter knew that following Jesus meant following His example, following in His steps.  1 Peter 2:21-24  That was Jesus' invitation and command to His disciples:  Follow Me.  This is a matter of eternal importance. It means rejecting the priorities, principles, power and prosperity as defined by the world, and accepting the grace, faith and mission of Jesus.  We die to self and live for Jesus.  Rom. 6:1-14  Paul declared, "It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me."  Gal. 2:20  Temporal (earthly) things are temporary.  Souls exist forever.  Why would anyone sacrifice that which is eternal for anything or everything that is only temporary?  There is a future judgment when every person will be judged righteously by Jesus.  And the kingdom was established with the generation which experienced Jesus on earth, and the coming of His kingdom which was introduced at the Lord's supper, inaugurated at Jesus' resurrection, and empowered by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  



Back to the crucial question:  Who do you say that Jesus is? 



What evidence is there in your life that you follow Him?
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