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Review of Chapters 5 through 7

Matthew has been diligent to present Jesus as the promised Messiah who fulfills all prophetic and covenant promises to deliver His people.  God's people had longed for this day for thousands of years.  This Savior is King, establishing the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, who has been announced by John the Baptist and confirmed by a voice from the heavens.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit is on Jesus to begin His ministry which would spread from Galilee throughout the region.  Three things characterize Jesus' ministry:  teaching, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing signs and miracles.
The three chapters which give us the Sermon on the Mount introduce what it means to belong to the Kingdom of Heaven.  Although these teachings are presented as one sermon, most Bible scholars believe that Matthew actually combined several lessons from Jesus to present a cohesive understanding of what it means to follow Jesus.
5:1-12  To be blessed means to find favor with God, to be a recipient of God's grace.  What kind of people belong to the kingdom of heaven and what about them brings blessings from God?  We need to be mindful that these characteristics are about kingdom living and character and not about the world.
Those who are poor in spirit are not proud or arrogant.  They are forgiven, and forgiveness and repentance are inextricable.  Repentance comes from a contrite and humble heart.   Those who mourn over sin are comforted by reconciliation with God.  Christians are not promised the absence of mourning but do not mourn as others do who have no hope.  1 Thes. 4:13  The foundation of all comfort lies in our relationship with Jesus.  Those who are gentle are generous and practicing the fruit of the Spirit.  

Gal. 5:22-23  A gentle person does not grasp for position or power.  Christians are assured that this is not necessary since they will inherit the earth, or all things, from the Father.  Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness do so because they love God and want to live pleasing to Him.  Jesus' righteousness is accredited to us at the moment of justification, and righteousness is evident in us as we are being conformed to be more like Him in sanctification which is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring about obedience in our lives.  Those who are merciful, practicing acts of kindness to relieve the suffering of others, will receive mercy from the God of all mercy.  Those who are pure in heart describes the completed work of God in sanctification, when we are indeed like Jesus, and will one day be in God's presence.  Psa. 24:3-4   Those who are peacemakers are those who bring the gospel of peace with God.  Those who have been persecuted for Christ's sake receive their reward in heaven.  Here the Scripture moves from third person past (those) to first person present (you) acknowledging that the persecution suffered by prophets before them will continue.  While relief from persecution may not be experienced here, reward is guaranteed in eternity and great is that reward.
5:13-16  We are familiar with the metaphors of salt and light which describe a Christian's function in the world.  Kingdom life has been described in the first 12 verses, while salt and light define how we function in the world.  Losing saltiness can be understood as losing credibility and effectiveness, and hiding one's "light" or testimony about Jesus would be a failure to witness to the truth of the gospel.  Our lives are to always glorify God, reveal or demonstrate something true about Him.  1 Cor.10:31
5:17-20  In these verses Jesus teaches about the role of the Law and a Christian's responsibilities under the Law while living under grace.  First, Jesus obeyed the Law and we are also to keep and teach obedience to the Law.  The Pharisees were dedicated to obeying the Law, but our righteousness is to exceed theirs in two ways:  first, we have the righteousness of Jesus imputed to us in justification  
2 Cor. 5:21  giving us positional righteousness  Eph. 2:4-7.  We also have functional righteousness which is worked out in fear and trembling.  Phil. 2:12
In v. 21-48  Jesus reveals the deeper application of obedience to the commandments.  v. 21-26  Hating one's brother is equivalent to committing murder and interferes with worship.  v. 27-32  Lusting is the same as committing adultery and broken marriages can make someone vulnerable to breaking this commandment.  v. 33-37  Credibility is not established by making vows but by keeping one's word.  

v. 38-42  Generosity trumps personal justice.  Do not seek revenge but be generous in both actions and possessions.  v. 43-48  Believers are set apart by their love for one another and for others.  Loving the unlovable is consistent with the nature of God who loves because of who HE is, and we love because we are loved.  1 John 1:16, 19
6:1-18  Continuing with righteousness which exceeds that of the Pharisees, Jesus addresses three practices of the Christian faith:  giving, praying and fasting.  v. 1-4  When giving, motives count.  Generosity to be admired by people is the only reward to be gained.  Giving only to please God is rewarded by Him.  v. 5-15  Again, motivation counts.  Praying to be seen by people as pious earns only approval from them.  While the Pharisees wanted to be admired for their religious fervor, Gentiles prayed with long and philosophical speeches.  Personal prayer is communicating with God from heartfelt praises and concerns, confirming in our hearts what God already knows.  Jesus gave His disciples a model prayer which begins and ends with praise and shows submission, dependence, forgiveness, protection.  Being forgiven demands forgiving.  v. 16-18  Fasting is denying oneself a physical need to focus on a spiritual need.  Fasting to impress people gains nothing.  God rewards this discipline when done in secret.
6:19-24  Jesus taught that the greatest commandment is to love God, and loving money instead is idolatry.  The love of money is the root of all evil.  1 Tim. 6:10  We are to be good stewards of all that God gives us, whether a widow's mite   Luke 21:1-4  or Solomon's riches.  1 Kings 10:14-23
6:25-34  Wednesday night NBC News reported that 40% of adults in America are dealing with mental health issues of anxiety and depression due to the pandemic, 25% of young adults, 18 to 25 years of age, are considering suicide, and there is a 13% increase in substance abuse.  Yet 80% percent of what we worry about never happens, and most things that cause us worry are things we can do nothing about.  Even on a personal level, life itself (including physical and mental health), clothing and food can cause unnecessary anxiety.  That is not to say that one should not plan to care for oneself and provide for others.  But anxiety is a killer.  Stress can cause illness and even death.  The antidote for anxiety is gratitude.  Phil. 4:6  In v. 33 Jesus instructs us to seek His kingdom and His righteousness and He will care for us.  That assurance is confirmed by Peter who must have experienced casting his cares upon Jesus for He cares for us.  1 Pet. 5:7  
7:1-6  Jesus has given very high standards for faithful living.  We are accountable to Him and we are accountable to one another.  Therefore, when we are evaluating the behavior of others, we must be sure to use righteous standards.  John 7:24  These verses teach us when judging to be cautious, be fair and merciful, without hypocrisy and to be free from blame for ourselves.  Prudence is required to not dishonor holy things before those who lack understanding, nor to expose to destruction those things which are precious to us.
7:7-11  Praying and waiting for an answer.  We have all been there.  God's answer is always good and always on time.  We have learned this from experience and from the testimony of others.  A healthy prayer life is persistent, consistent with God's word, and patient.

7:12  The golden rule is not unique to Jesus' teaching.  The world in general knows that this is a good practice.  We are called to live by an even higher, platinum rule:  Treat others as God in Christ treats us!

7:13-20  Two parables to give perspective on the kingdom of heaven.  First, there are not so many people in the kingdom.  Jesus is the only way to the Father, and He is a narrow gate.  Jesus will establish His church on earth, and every soul chosen by God before the foundation of the world will be saved.  Those who are saved have a changed nature, a new heart, and they can be identified by the fruit of their lives as listed in Gal. 5:22.

7:24-27  How secure are we in the kingdom of heaven.  Citizens of the kingdom here are identified as those who hear Jesus' words and act on them.  Although many may hear Jesus' words, hearing alone is not sufficient.  Obedience is required.  Those who practice sin are not saved.  1 John 2:4  The rock is symbolic of Jesus throughout Scripture. 1 Cor. 10:4  Both men hear Jesus' words and both experience trouble from every direction.  The man who hears and obeys Jesus prevails, but the one who does not obey is destroyed.
Now, let's look at 7:21-23.  But mere obedience, even prophesying and performing miracles, is not sufficient for the kingdom of heaven.  In these verses, those who depended on their good works were first of all claiming a close relationship with Jesus by calling him "Lord, Lord."  That claim was based on their good works and attributing them to Jesus.  Certainly there is no question but that what they had done would have been considered good works, just looking from the outside.  However, one thing was lacking:  a true relationship with Jesus.  He never knew them.  That relationship in Scripture is a result of adoption as a child of God.  John 1:12, Rom 8:16-17  Jesus said that their "good works" were lawlessness, sinful.  

In presenting the kingdom of heaven, Matthew gives us a comprehensive description of those who are citizens of the kingdom and the inevitable situation where those who are not truly saved are members of the visible church, in contrast to the true church which includes only those who are in Christ.  Jesus taught extensively about how the church would grow in the future and the challenges that would be faced as pretenders and corrupters, as well as those who are deceived, would be included in congregations of true believers.  How are these unsaved members to be identified and treated?  In these verses in Chapter 7 we get a brief introduction to the parables of Chapter 13, and it is important that we have some insight into what the future will hold for the kingdom of heaven, the church.
Every saved person is indwelled by the Holy Spirit , Rom. 8:9, and in communication with the Father while being conformed to be like Jesus.  Without this relationship, "good works" are not from God but from only human endeavor.  There are pretenders to faith, those who may think that they are saved but they are not.  In Jesus' parable about the sower, Matt. 13:18-23, pretenders or temporary believers appear to be saved but fall away because of affliction, persecution, worry of the world, or deceitfulness of wealth.  Those who are truly saved will endure to the end.  2 Tim. 2:12
Which leads us to another illustration concerning true salvation.

Heb 6:3-6  For in the case of those who 




have once been enlightened and            have tasted of the heavenly gift and 



have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and 



have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 

     and then
have fallen away, 


it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, 


since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and  put Him to open shame. 

These are people who have heard the gospel, have gained knowledge about spiritual things, have experienced the fellowship and activities of other believers and know about the promises of God, but they fall away.  In order to get an understanding concerning their presumption of salvation, some definitions are necessary.


taste, G1089
merely means to eat or experience


the heavenly gift  G1431  always refers to a supernatural or spiritual gift by grace



partakers  G3353  a participant or sharer

It is difficult for us to discern how these conditions would not be evidence of true salvation.  However, looking closely we can see that the things listed are all about what the person has done or experienced.  There is no reference to any activity from God.  This, once again, is only good works as a claim to salvation.  The person who falls away, does not endure, is apostate.  Only those who profess Christ but do not possess Christ can be apostate.  Apostasy is defined as the deliberate act of a professing Christian who knowingly rejects revealed truth regarding the deity of Christ and redemption through His atoning sacrifice.  1 John 4:1-3,  Phil. 3:18; 2 Pet. 2:11  
True salvation is pictured as a marriage between God and His people.  This covenant is unbreakable , and anyone who is saved is eternally secure in their salvation.  Those who fall away, deny the faith, and thereby blaspheme God were never "married".  They were merely "friends with benefits."  1 John 2:19
Apostasy is understood as different from doctrinal error which may result from ignorance  Acts 19:16  and from heresy which may result from falling into the snare of Satan  2 Tim. 2:25-26.  One who has true faith may fall victim to error or heresy, but with repentance would gain restoration.

In the OT, references to apostasy are in a political context,  Gen. 14:4; 2 Chron. 13:6, and also in Acts 5:37.  However, other references in the NT are clearly about spiritual apostasy or defection.  Acts 21:21; 1 Tim. 4:1, Heb. 3:12.  Apostasy of the angels is recorded in Isa. 1:12-14, Ezek. 28:15 and Jude 6.  Israel's apostasy is described in Isa. 1:1-6 and 5:5-7.  Apostasy in the church is revealed in Rev. 3:14-16.  Rejection of true faith is redeemable only by the sacrifice of Jesus.

Someone who left the faith and renounced the name of Christ is seen as subject to seducing spirits, doctrines of demons, hypocritical lying, having a seared conscience, teaching false doctrines about marriage and/or foods, possessing a form of godliness without the power.  1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:5.
The serious consequence of apostasy is addressed in Heb. 10:26-29, 2 Pet 2:15-21, 1 Cor. 5:5, 11:32; 1 John 5:16 and John 15:22. 

We are justified by grace through faith alone, but we are justified for good works which are performed during the sanctification process as those who have been justified are being conformed to be like Jesus.  Good works are done in obedience to God's commandments and to glorify God.  Glorifying God means to reveal or demonstrate something that is true about Him and would be evident in showing mercy and grace, acts of charity, preaching, teaching, forgiving, faithfulness, worship, giving, etc.  These good works are pleasing to God, according to His will.  

In Heb. 11:6 we learn that "without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him." Specific rewards are identified for enduring persecution  Matt. 5:10-12, for personal sacrifice  Luke 18:28-30,  for ministry to the saints  Heb. 6:10-12, and for good works  Rev. 22:12.   Rewards are pictured as crowns and Scripture names five crowns:  an imperishable wreath for spiritual discipline in serving with endurance  1 Cor. 9:25-27; a crown of exultation for leading others to Christ  1 Thes. 2:19;  a crown of righteousness for those who love Jesus' appearing 2 Tim. 4:8;  a crown of life for those who love Jesus  James 1:12,  and for those who are faithful unto death  Rev. 2:10;  a crown of glory  for those who are faithful examples to those under their care  1 Pet. 5:2-4.

Motivation for good works lies in pleasing God and glorifying Him, not to receive rewards.  However, there is assurance that God does indeed reward His children according to their deeds which will occur at the last judgment in heaven.   1 Cor. 3:8, 12-15; 4:5;   Rom. 2:6-7, 10;  2 Cor. 5:9-10   Every child of God longs to hear,  "Well done, good and faithful servant." Matt. 25:21-22
In summary, justification is by grace (God's sovereign disposition to do something beneficial) through faith (God's enabling power) you are saved . . . a gift from God.  Works do not justify, but justification has a purpose:  good works which are accomplished during sanctification.   Our good works are motivated by love for God and love for others, are accomplished through the power and work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, are consistent with the character and commands of God, and await an eternal reward in heaven.

7:28-29  We agree. These are amazing, authoritative teachings by Jesus, straight from God, and not relying on human understandings.  Praise God for sending the Holy Spirit to live within us to guide us into truth and teach us all things.  John 14:16-7,  26
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