Biography of Matthew      "gift of Jehovah"

Son of Alphaeus, surnamed Levi 



Mark 2:14, Luke 5:27

Perhaps the brother of the Apostle James the Less           
Matt. 10:3, Mark 3:18, Acts 1:13

Matthew lived in Capernaum.  The surrounding areas had a large population with prosperous fishing

enterprises.

Matthew was called by Jesus while sitting in the tax office.  He immediately rose and followed Jesus 
indicating that he already knew Him.  Matt. 9:9, Mark 2;14; Luke 5:27-29

Matthew would have had significant education and able to communicate in Aramaic, Greek and Latin.

We know very little about Matthew from Scripture, but he seems to have been a humble self-effacing man who kept himself almost completely in the background through his lengthy account of Jesus' life and ministry.  He was fully informed about Messianic prophecy and connected events in Jesus' life with fulfillment.  In this gospel, he mentions his own name only twice.

Peter, James and John, also from Capernaum, had already been called as disciples, although there is


no evidence that Matthew had been a disciple of John the Baptist as had these three.
Matthew was a publican or "tax-gatherer" at a customs house established by the Romans.


His employment was to collect burdensome taxes from the Jews for the occupying Romans.


Matthew would have purchased a tax franchise from the Romans, collecting excess taxes


from the Jews to line his own pockets.  Jews who served in these positions were hated by their 
fellow Jews as traitors.  Tax collectors were not permitted in the temple grounds, and the Talmud 
taught that it was righteous to lie and deceive a tax collector because that was what a 
professional extortioner deserved. In several places in Scripture when tax collectors are 
mentioned it is with reference to their believing Jesus and receiving forgiveness.
Shortly after his calling Matthew gave a reception for Jesus at his own house, inviting tax collectors and 
sinners (perhaps criminals, hoodlums and prostitutes) who may have been the only people who 
would have accepted such an invitation.  The party may have been a parting celebration for his 
former associates or to introduce Jesus to them.  Matt. 9:10  

Other Scriptural references to Matthew are found only when the Apostles are listed and


when he was present in the upper room in Jerusalem after Jesus' Ascension.  Acts 1:13

Tradition records Matthew preaching in Judea after Jesus' ascension for 12 to 15 years 


before he went to foreign nations.  Clement of Alexandria stated that Matthew preached the 
gospel among the Jews in Israel and possibly spent over 15 years preaching in Ethiopia, 
Macedonia, Syria and Persia.
Clement states that Matthew was a vegetarian eating seeds, nuts and vegetables without flesh.  There are conflicting reports concerning Matthew's death, some that he died a natural death.  However, the Talmud states that he was condemned to death by the Sanhedrin and possibly martyred by burning at the stake. 

Gospel of Matthew
The Bible is divided into two testaments or covenants:  the Old Testament and the New Testament.  Although there are five covenants God made with humanity through Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and David, they are a progressive revelation and considered as one covenant (singular) fulfilled by the new covenant in Jesus.  Since the new covenant was inaugurated near the end of Jesus' ministry, the gospels are therefore understood as events occurring under and fulfilling the old covenant.
The gospel of Matthew was placed first of the four gospels because of its early acceptance as authentic and because it was written primarily to the Jewish Christian converts.  It is a natural bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  It is generally accepted that the original manuscript was written in Aram, the language of the people, and then translated into Greek.  Authorship of the gospel attributed to Matthew was first published in Hebrew and then translated into Greek.  A Hebrew copy is preserved in the library at Caesarea.  Multiple copies and translations make it difficult to identify which version of this gospel was first.

The events recorded in Matthew occurred between 4 BC and 33 AD.  The Book of Matthew was written around 60 AD at approximately the same time that the gospels of Mark and Luke were written.  Many of Paul's letters were already in circulation among the churches.  The gospel of John was written about 20 years later.
The purpose of Matthew's gospel was to confirm to Jewish believers that Jesus is their Messiah and to reassure them that the gospel did not reject OT prophecies but rather fulfilled the great promises made through the Abrahamic, Mosaic and Davidic covenants and to give clear demonstration of the person and work of Jesus to remove any objections from unbelieving Jews.  Matthew presented the credentials of Jesus as the Messiah validating His teachings about the Kingdom of Heaven.  This gospel uses 130 OT quotes and references, more than any other NT book.  Matthew assured new Jewish believers of the validity of Jesus' new covenant as confirmed by His death, resurrection, ascension and second coming for final judgment and to set up His kingdom after the age during which He would build His  church.
Matthew focused on the teachings of Jesus as an authoritative interpreter of the Law and in presenting the will of God.  Matthew is the only gospel to explicitly mention the church (16:18; 18:17).  Matthew refers to the "Kingdom of Heaven" which appears 32 times but nowhere else in the New Testament where it is called the Kingdom of God.  Because his primary readers would have been Jewish converts, Matthew was reluctant to use the term "Kingdom of God" because of their sensitivity to the use of the holy name.  Although the four gospels contain many of the same events and teachings, there are materials which are unique to Matthew including the Sermon on the Mount, the Olivet Discourse, the Great Commission and several parables.
Jesus' ministry as recorded by Matthew takes place in the following locations: generally chronological
3:13-17, 4:1-11
Jesus' baptism and testing by Satan 

Jordan River and wilderness

4:18-22

calling first disciples



Sea of Galilee

4:23-25

first preaching trip 



through Galilee

5:1-7:29

Sermon on the Mount



Capernaum

8:14-17

heals Peter's mother-in-law


     "
8:23-27

Jesus quiets and storm



     "
9:9-13


Matthew's calling



     "
9:18-26

Jairus' daughter brought back to life

     "
9:35-11:1

Jesus sends the 12 out to preach and heal
     "





13:1-52

Kingdom parables



     "
14:1-12

John the Baptist killed by Herod

Machaerus

14:13-21

Jesus feeds 5000



near Bethsaida

14:22-23

Jesus walks on water



     "
15:32-39

Jesus feeds 4,000



     "
16:13-20

Peter proclaims Jesus is the Son of God
     "
16:21-26

Jesus tells disciples about His death

Caesarea Philippi

17:1-13

Jesus is transfigured



     "
17:24-27

Jesus pays His temple taxes


Capernaum

19:13-26

Jesus blesses the little children

Across the Jordan

19:16-30

Jesus talks with rich young man

     "
20:17-19

Jesus again tells about His death and resurrection     "
20:29-34

Jesus returns to Bethany


     "
21:1 - 28:10

Final week 




Jerusalem

28:16-20

Jesus' ascension



Mt. of Olives





Matthew can be outlined as


1:1    - 
4:11

Presenting the King


4:12  - 
7:29

Proclaiming of the King


8:1    - 
11:1

The power of the King


11:2  - 
16:2

Resistance to the King


16:3  - 
20:28

Preparing the King's disciples


20:29 - 27:66

Rejecting of the King


28:1-20

Victory of the King

Mathew's message is that the King has come, established His kingdom, called His people, and continues to rule.  Jesus' kingdom is not like any other in this world.  Matthew reveals the person and message of the King, who we are as citizens of this kingdom, and how we are to live.
_________________________________________________________

Study materials
Homework and class notes are prepared using the New American Standard translation.
It is important to remember that study Bible notations are not inspired.  Comments are made from a theological interpretive framework, and they may or may not be helpful.  All commentaries are subject to the same vulnerability, and some are more reliable and consistent with reformed theology than others.  If you would like a commentary for further study, I recommend "The Gospel of Matthew", volumes 1 and 2, by James Montgomery Boice, Baker Books publisher, 2001.  
Also, other helpful materials and commentary may be found at http://LivingTheology.com, a Christian teaching website ministry by Leon L. Combs (my husband).  This is also where class notes and homework are posted each week.  Instructions for obtaining these materials are provided by Sandra Westerfield and located on the registration table.
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