Matthew

Lesson 9, Chapter 12

Homework for March 10, 2020




Sabbaths and signs
As we completed last week's lesson, Jesus had issued an invitation to all who were weary and heavy-laden to come to Him for rest.  In the OT, commands were given concerning the day of rest, the Sabbath.  We will begin this week with a look back at what God said about the Sabbath.

DAY ONE

Matthew 12:1-8
The Old Testament Sabbath
Find a good definition for the word "sabbath", not how it is observed, but what the word itself means:


_____________________________________________________________________________

The first mention of the word "sabbath" is found in Ex. 16:23.  Read through Exodus Chapter 16.
What caused the people to grumble? _____________________________________________________

In Ex. 15:22-27, the LORD had already provided ______________________.

Ex. 16:13-14
Now we read that He also provided __________________ and __________________.

What were they to do on the seventh day?  v. 29 __________________________________________

The fourth commandment is found in Ex. 20:8-11.  How was it to be observed? ___________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

How serious was an offense?  Num. 15:32-36 ______________________________________________

What about this observance would remind them of God? ______________________________________

What was the purpose and requirements of this observance?  

Ex. 31:12-17 _________________________________________________________________________

Deut. 5:12-15 ________________________________________________________________________

Ezek. 20:12-14 _______________________________________________________________________

Now, Matthew 12:1-8  

What offended the Pharisees? ___________________________________________________________

Jesus referred them to an incident involving  David when he was fleeing from King Saul.  

From 1 Samuel 21:1-6, why did David say he and his men were qualified to have consecrated bread? 


_____________________________________________________________________________

Lev. 24:5-9 gives instructions for the bread kept on the Table of Showbread  in the Holy Place.


Also read Ex. 25:23-30 for further clarification.  Who ate the holy bread? __________________
The weekly sabbath was a holy day, and other holy days and feasts were also sabbaths including 
Passover.  For instance, see John 19:31.

The Temple was where the people of God believed they could meet with Him.  Yet, even when Solomon dedicated the Temple, what was observed?  2 Chron. 6:18 _____________________________________

According to Matt. 12:7, what important characteristic had the legalistic Pharisees forgotten?


_____________________________________________

Jesus clarified the whole matter with one sentence:  For the Son of Man is ________________________
DAY TWO

Matthew 12:9-21
Contending with the Pharisees
Jesus left the grain fields and went to the synagogue.  After all, it WAS the Sabbath day.  The Pharisees had compiled 39 types of work that could not be done on a Sabbath.   Jesus' next act would further infuriate them.  What was the lesson Jesus had brought to them in v. 7?  God requires _______________
So they instigated a test concerning a man with a ____________________________________________

If Jesus showed pity, He would be breaking one of the 39 restrictions.  Once again, Jesus taught them the same lesson, concluding with "So, then it is lawful to _________________ on the Sabbath"

So, before their very eyes, Jesus _________________________________________________________.

How did the Pharisees respond? _________________________________________________________

How did Jesus respond? ________________________________________________________________

Why would Jesus instruct people not to tell who He was?  (Remember the goal of the Pharisees.)


______________________________________________________________________________

Explaining His actions and instructions, Jesus quoted from Isaiah 42:1-4.  Read and compare these two quotes, NT and OT.  The differences in language stem from the NT quoting the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT, while the OT in our Bible is translated directly from Hebrew.  Even so, do you see any substantive differences? ______

DAY THREE
Matthew 12:22-37
Demons and blasphemy
v. 22-29  Wherever Jesus goes, crowds follow him looking for healing.  A man brought to Him was demon-possessed, ____________ and ______________.    How did the people react when they say the man was completely healed?  ___________________________________________________________
How did the Pharisees react? ____________________________________________________________

Why did Jesus speak to the Pharisees? ____________________________________________________

Who is Beelzebul?  Ruler of ___________________.   We would most likely call him ______________

Jesus responds with a logical argument against their accusation:

If Satan is sending demons and Jesus is casting them out, then Satan's kingdom is __________________

If the Pharisees claim to have power over demons, who will judge the source of their power?_________
If Jesus is not casting out demons by the power of Satan, then He is acting by the power of __________

And if this is true, then the ________________________________has come upon them.

In v. 29, Jesus describes His power over Satan.  Jesus will ____________________Satan's house.
v. 30-32  These verses bring a conclusion to the verses before them.  There are only two choices:  
Satan and his kingdom, or Jesus and His kingdom.  The Pharisees accused Jesus  of blasphemy.  
Here we need a good definition.  From your dictionary, define blasphemy:


______________________________________________________________________________

In order to understand the seriousness of blasphemy specifically against the Holy Spirit, maybe what we learn from these verses will help.  

Heb. 10:29 __________________________________________________________________________

What is the mission of the Holy Spirit given in John 16:7-11?  To convict the world concerning


_____________, and ________________ and ____________________.

Rejecting that conviction would be a deliberate sin.  What is taught in Numbers 15:27-31?


______________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:7-10 _______________________________________________________________________

v. 33-37  What happens when you squeeze an orange?  Whatever is inside comes out - sweet or sour!
A good tree produces __________ fruit; a bad tree produces ________ fruit.

The problem with the Pharisees is that their "tree" is _______, and their words come from their _______

Jesus concludes by stating what is then obvious:  Good people do what is __________________ and


evil people do what is ______________.

The evidence is in what is spoken, even the careless comments.  Everyone is accountable for rewards or punishment on the day of judgment?   When is that? _________________________________________

What warning does James give about speech?  James 3:6 _____________________________________

In Rom. 1:28-32, Paul lists many sins of those who have depraved minds.  Among them, which ones refer specifically to speech? ____________________________________________________________
DAY FOUR
Matthew 12:38-45
Signs as proof
v. 38-42  After this berating from Jesus, we might think the scribes and Pharisees would slink away, but instead they asked for a sign.  About what signs had Jesus reminded John the Baptist in Matt. 11:5?

______________________________________________________________________________

Jesus had been publicly healing and casting out demons, fulfilling prophecy and teaching that He is the Son of Man, the Son of David, the Messiah.  Answer their request for a sign, Jesus referred to Jonah.

First of all, Jesus confirms that this was an actual event and not a myth, and Jonah would be the compelling sign for all the world.  The sign was to be in the earth for three days and three nights.

To what would this refer? ______________________________________________________________

Nineveh was an Assyrian city.  
What was Jonah's message?  Jonah 3:3-5 __________________________________________________

What happened when Jonah preached to them? _____________________________________________

What was Jesus' message?  Matt. 4:17 ____________________________________________________

Jesus also cautioned them about refusing to hear His message, citing an event with the Queen of Sheba.

For review, read about this in 1 Kings 10:1-9.
After reading the Queen's tribute to Solomon, to whom was Jesus referring as "greater than Solomon"?


______________________________________

v. 43-45  These verses describe a person who had been delivered of an unclean spirit but had nothing to put in its place.  Jesus has been casting out demons and healing people of all kinds of diseases.  The purpose is not to make them empty!  Jesus cautions those who hear Him that evil returns to an empty house.  How does this confirm Jesus' teaching from Matt. 12:33-37? ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

Matthew 12:46-50
Jesus' family
Jesus was fully human with a family.    What siblings are listed in Matt. 13:56-57 and Mark 6:3? 
__________________________________________________________________________
What do we know  from John 7:2-5? _____________________________________________________


Acts 1:14 _____________________________________________________________________


1 Cor. 9:5 _____________________________________________________________________

How is it that those who are Jesus' disciples are His family?  That process is revealed to us in

John 1:12-13 _________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 8:16-17 ________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 1:5 ____________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 9:15 ___________________________________________________________________________

In Luke 8:19-21, Jesus' true family is identified a little differently:  Jesus' family are those who _______


the word of God and ________.  Matthew says it is whoever does the _______ of  the Father.
As we conclude our homework for this week, take a few minutes to think about how God is the perfect Father who loves His children and acts on our behalf.  Even the very best earthly father is a pale example of the fatherhood of God.  As our Father, what does God do for us? ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

As His children, how are we to respond? ________________________________________________
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