Matthew

Lesson 6, Chapter 7

Homework for February 18, 2020




The Sermon on the Mount, Part 3
Matthew's gospel focuses on the King and His Kingdom.  We have seen the character and faithfulness of those who are in Jesus' Kingdom, the importance of who we are and not only what we do, how we practice benevolence, prayer, and fasting while trusting the provision and care of our heavenly Father in all things.  But there is so much more that Jesus has to teach those who follow Him.
DAY ONE

Matt. 7:1-6


Judging
It seems that people who are entirely ignorant of the Bible can quote at least two verses.  John 3:16 and Matt. 7:1.  What does it mean to judge? ___________________________________________________
What is learned from John 7:24__________________________________________________________


Lev. 19:15 ____________________________________________________________________
Matt. 7:2-5 gives guidelines concerning HOW we are to judge, not forbidding judging.
Matthew is consistent in pointing out hypocrisy.  What is the danger of hypocrisy in judging?   v. 3

_____________________________________________________________________________

When judging, what is the first requirement? _______________________________________________

While not specified here, how would that be done?   See Psa. 139:23-24

______________________________________________________________________________

Since "righteous" judgment is required, how would a righteous standard be determined?


_____________________________________________________________________________

Paul also cautions about how we judge.  From Rom. 14:10-13, what is a danger in judging other 
believers? ____________________________________________________________________

v. 6 seems a little unconnected, but it too is a guideline for how we follow through in judging.  To understand these directives, it is important to know that in Jewish culture "dogs" were people without understanding and "swine" were those who were unclean.  Now for the objects . . .

what is holy is precious to _________;    the pearls are precious to ___________

Can you think of an instance when something holy might be given to someone without understanding?


____________________________________________________________________________


when something precious to you might be given to someone "unclean" or unbelieving.


____________________________________________________________________________

What is the warning in this verse? _______________________________________________________

Thinking back through these verses, can you see the pattern . . . each successive verse tell us to

     be cautious,   be fair and merciful,   be without hypocrisy,   be pure,   be prepared,   be prudent!

Now we are ready to judge.

DAY TWO

Matt. 7:7-12


Answered prayer
These verses address the importance of persistence in prayer.  Verses 7-8 seem to echo the promise of Matt. 5:6 blessing those who ____________________________________they will be ______________.

What did Paul instruct us in 1 Thes. 5:17 ________________________________________________


Eph. 6:18 ___________________________________________________________________
What did Jesus teach in Luke 11:5-8 about successful petitioning?  v. 8_________________________

Many of the Psalms reveal the pleas of God's people as they pray.  As we continue our study today, take time to read
Psa. 86:1-7;    Psa. 102:1-2;    Psa. 119:58,   145-149;   Psa. 130:1-6;   Psa. 143:1
And conclude our readings with Psalm 145 confirming God's majesty and His love for us.  This is our heavenly Father who always answers our prayers with good gifts, never withholding that which is for our good and His glory.  

v. 12 has been called the "golden rule", which is: ____________________________________________

What is the "platinum  rule" given in John 13:34? ___________________________________________
DAY THREE
Matt. 7:15-23


False religion

v. 15-20  We'll get back to v. 13-14, but for now let's look at what Jesus had to say about false religion.  First, Jesus said to consider the source.  The first metaphor would have special meaning to shepherds.

False prophets appear to be _________________ but they are actually __________________.

The second metaphor would be relevant to farmers.  How can a farmer tell if the plant is good or bad?


____________________________________________

Scripture interprets Scripture.  Jesus is using earthly examples to teach spiritual truths.  

Prophets are those who are chosen by God and speak for Him.

Concerning prophets, what fruit should we be looking for?  See Gal. 5:22-23  

For practice, let's list them here:  ________, __________, ____________,    ____________,


__________, _____________,    ______________, _______________ and _________________.

Peter had a lot to say about false prophets.  From 2 Peter 2:1-3 identify at least three qualities of

false prophets:  ______________________, ___________________, ____________________

What warning did Paul give in Col. 2:8?  That false prophets/teachers try to take us captive through


_______________ and empty deception, according to elementary _________________________


rather than according to __________________.
v. 21-23  These are deeply disconcerting verses for anyone who depends on good works for salvation.  Many will come on that day (the day of judgment) claiming a close relationship with Jesus indicated by their calling Him, ____________, __________.  What good works did they claim?


1. ____________________, 2. ______________________ 3. ____________________________

To whom had they given credit for their good works? ________________________________________

But Jesus said that they were practicing ____________________________.

They were missing two essential requirements.  


First, they were NOT doing  v. 21  _____________________________________________

Also, Jesus sent them away because   v. 23 _______________________________________

Jesus is omniscient, knows everything.   What does this mean?  The following Scriptures will help us.

Gal. 4:9
________________________________________________________________________

2 Tim. 2:19
________________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 8:3
________________________________________________________________________

John 10:14-15, 27 ____________________________________________________________________

Nahum 1:7
________________________________________________________________________

According to Rom. 8:29 and Eph. 1:4, when were believers first known by God? __________________

DAY FOUR
Matt. 7:13-14 and 24-27
Two roads, two foundations
v. 13-14  These verses make reference to our sanctification.  Our justification is an instantaneous, unilateral, sovereign act of God to change our hearts and declare us righteous before Him.  Our sanctification is an ongoing process whereby we are maturing in the faith and learning to please God, being conformed to Jesus.  There are two gates, two paths, two crowds, and two destinations.
The wide gate has a _____________ path and leads to ________________.  ___________ follow it.

The small gate has a_____________ path and leads to ________________.  ___________ follow it.
Luke sheds some insight into this teaching.  What did Jesus tell His disciples as recorded in 

Luke 13:23-24 _______________________________________________________________________

How is the "small gate" identified in John 14:6 ____________   the door in John 10:9 ______________

v. 24-27  Our sanctification, acting on Jesus' words, can also be seen as "building a house."  There are two builders and two foundations in this metaphor:

The _____________ man built on the rock; the ____________ man built on the ____________.

Then trouble came from every direction!  Wind, rain and flood!
Scripture interprets Scripture.  How is the "rock" identified in


1 Cor. 3:10-11 _________________________________________________________________


Isa. 26:4 ______________________________________________________________________


Isa. 30:29 _____________________________________________________________________


1 Cor. 10:3____________________________________________________________________
God's building program for His church is given in Eph. 2:19-22.    Identify

The foundation:  ___________________  and ____________________


The cornerstone: ____________________   the holy temple's building blocks _______________

These two metaphors emphasize the importance of having a firm foundation for life and for choosing the right path.  The difference is eternal!

DAY FIVE

Matt. 7:28-29


Jesus' teaching authority
Scribes were those who studied and interpreted the Law.  Theirs was the final word.  They would often quote other scribes or philosophers to support their views.  The crowds must have been accustomed to the discussions and conclusions of the Scribes.  Like many commentators today, they would often disagree.  The crowds notices an amazing difference in the way Jesus taught.  He taught with authority.
Let's see what the Scriptures tell us about Jesus' teaching.
Luke 2:41-47   Even at 12 years of age, Jesus amazed teachers with His _________________________
Matt. 4:23
Jesus' teaching was accompanied by _________________________________________
Matt. 22:16
What was the notable character of Jesus' teaching? ______________________________
Matt. 21:23
Jesus' authority was challenged by the ________________and _________ of the temple.

Matt. 26:55
How often had Jesus taught in the temple just prior to His arrest? __________________
Luke 4:15
Where else did Jesus teach? __________  How was He received? _________________
Luke 23:5
What accusation was made about Jesus' teaching? ______________________________
Now, about Jesus' authority.

From 1 Cor. 11:3, what is the order of authority given?


God is the head of ____________ and _____________ is the head of every ________________.

John 3:2   How did Nicodemus describe Jesus' authority as a teacher? ___________________________
What authority was given Jesus according to Matt. 9:6 _______________________________________

What authority is to be feared? Luke 12:5 __________________________________________________

How did the Jews want Jesus to prove His authority?  John 2:18-19 _____________________________


How did Jesus say His authority would be proven? ____________________________________

What is the source of Jesus' authority?  John 5:26-27 _________________________________________

What authority is stated in John 17:2? _____________________________________________________

What is the source of Pilot's authority as stated in John 19:11? _________________________________

From these verses and Rom. 13:1, where does all governing authority originate? __________________
Is this a good reason for everyone to know their accountability for exercising authority? ____________
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