Matthew

Lesson 5, Chapter 6

Homework for February 11, 2020




The Sermon on the Mount, Part 2
Having been made righteous in Christ, how do we practice righteousness?  Jews gave priority to three acts of piety: almsgiving, praying and fasting.  There is a right way and a wrong way (maybe many wrong ways!).  According to verse 1, what is the wrong motivation? ____________________________
What is lost? _________________________________________________________________________
DAY ONE

Matt. 6:2-4

Instructions for Giving
How did the early church practice benevolence?  Acts 2:45 ____________________________________
How are we to give?  2 Cor. 9:7__ _______________________________________________________

Matt. 5:42 ___________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 13:16 __________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:17 __________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 14:21b _________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 14:31b _________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 19:17 __________________________________________________________________________
Prov. 21:13 __________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 22:9 ___________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 31:20 (the excellent wife) __________________________________________________________

What are the key descriptive words for giving from Deut. 15:7-11? _____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Jesus condemned those who made great display of themselves in giving, calling them hypocrites.

Define hypocrite: _____________________________________________________________________

In this chapter, hypocrites are condemned for the way they  v. 2 ________________________________

the way they  v. 5 _____________________ and the way they v. 16 _______________________

According to John 4:23, what two qualities define our worship? ______________ and ______________

According to Matt. 6:4, how are we to give? ________________________


What are we to expect? ___________________________________

DAY TWO

Matt. 6:5-13

Instructions for Praying
How do the hypocrites pray? v. 5________________________________________________________

For what purpose? _____________________________________________________________

How do the Gentiles pray?  v. 7__________________________________________________________


For what purpose? ______________________________________________________________

Although there is congregational and public prayer, our deepest prayers are one-on-one with God.  What do we know from Rom. 8:26-27?_________________________________________________________

v. 9-13    Although this is called the Lord's Prayer, it is the prayer for disciples. Jesus' High Priestly prayer is in John 17.  There has been much written, preached and taught about prayer, but I want us to focus on the petition for God's will to be done.    God's will is not the same as His sovereignty which is noted in the declaration that "Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever."  God's sovereignty is constant, complete, and unchallengeable.  While He rules over everything, this prayer acknowledges that God's will is not always done on earth. God's will is about what pleases Him.  God is not secretive about His will, and the following Scriptures will give us some insight.
Matt. 7:21 
________________________________________________________________________

Mark 3:35
________________________________________________________________________

John 7:17
________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 12:2
________________________________________________________________________

2 Cor. 7:9-10
________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 1:11-12
________________________________________________________________________

1 Thes. 4:3
________________________________________________________________________

1 Pet. 4:19
________________________________________________________________________

There are basically two ways that we know the will of God:  from His word and from the wisdom and discernment which comes from the Holy Spirit who lives within us.

DAY THREE
Matt. 6:14-15

Instructions for Forgiving
Today's assignment is to read the attached article . . . twice.
DAY FOUR
Matt. 6:16-24

Instructions for Fasting and Investing
v. 16-18  Fasting is abstaining from food for a specified period of time.  It is not unique to Jewish or Christian traditions but is almost universally observed among all religions.  The Hebrew word is sum which means to cover the mouth, and indicates sacrifice of one's personal will.   Some instances of fasting are recorded in the OT.  In the following state who is fasting and why.
2 Sam. 12:13-16 _____________________________________________________________________

Ezra 8:21 ___________________________________________________________________________
Joel 1:14-18 _________________________________________________________________________

Joel 2:12-17 _________________________________________________________________________
Isaiah gives rules for fasting identifying when motives are wrong and what outcomes are desired.  From
Isa. 58:1-7.  From v. 5-7, what three qualities should result from fasting? _______________________


________________________ and _____________________.

From Matt. 6:16-18, what was wrong with the way Pharisees fasted? ____________________________

What is the proper conduct of fasting? ____________________________________________________
v. 19-24  Materialism quickly approaches the level of religion.  Many people consider themselves defined by how much "stuff" they have.  We are familiar with 1 Timothy 6:10:  The love of money is the

________________________________.  Jesus points out three factors which determine how we view the resources at our disposal:  In v. 21, our heart follows our __________________.  In v. 22-23, it is important that we ______________________.  In v. 24, we must choose our ____________________.

If we are to have "treasures" in heaven, what would those be?  

1 Tim. 2:10 ________________________________________________________________________

Matt. 5:16 __________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 2:10 ___________________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 3:12-15 _______________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

Matt. 6:25-34

Instructions for Trusting
Anxiety is a poison to body, soul and spirit.  No wonder God insists that we not worry.  What three things are listed about which we might worry? ____________, _____________ and _______________.  

v. 32  A contrast is made between this kind of worry by the _______________ and how believers are to focus their concerns.  What two illustrations are given about how God cares for what He creates: 

v. 26_________________ and v. 28______________.  We get distracted by what is presented on the 6:00 news and may feel insecure about the future.  However, God gives us the antidote in v. 33.  What is to be the focus of our attention and plans? _________________________________________________
Will that work? ________ Why?  v. 32 ___________________________________________________
FORGIVING AS WE ARE FORGIVEN
As children of God, we are redeemed by the life and death of Jesus, indwelled by the Holy Spirit, 
and empowered by faith to obey all that God commands of us.  Because we love God and 
know that He will accomplish all that He purposes, we can live according to His commands.  
We are to love the unlovable, endure the unbearable, overcome the insurmountable, and 
forgive those who are undeserving and unrepentant.

We do not by nature want to forgive others nor do we find it an easy thing to do.  
Some reasons that we are reluctant may include:

The offense was too great and too painful to forgive.

The offender is not sorry about the hurtful damage done and does not deserve forgiveness.

The offender may think that the offense was only transitory with no permanent damage.


It might appear that the offender got away without any consequences.


We want justice to be served.  The offense created a debt which must be paid.


It’s not fair!  And what if the offender never suffers justice?


Scripture is clear that forgiveness is not an option.  The Lord’s prayer emphasizes the connection 
of our forgiving others with forgiveness which we have received.
MAT 6:12, 15  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.


For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

How extensive is this forgiveness, and does it have limitations?
MAT 18:21—22  Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 
me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven 
times, but up to seventy times seven.”

This statement is followed by a parable concerning a man who owed a huge debt to the king which he 
could not repay.  The king forgave the debt, but the man in turn was cruel to another man who 
owed him a much smaller debt.  When hearing of this, the king was angry and handed the man 
over to torturers until he could repay the debt.  This parable is followed by the following 
summery from Jesus:  "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not 
forgive his brother from your heart."  Matt. 18:35

Unforgiveness affects our prayers, according to Jesus:  

MARK 11:25—26  "And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone; so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions.  But if 
you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your 
transgressions." 
Forgiving brings many benefits to the one who forgives as well as the one forgiven:

HEB 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness 
springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;
2CO 2:7  so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, lest somehow such a 
one be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.

2CO 2:10 But whom you forgive anything, I [Paul] forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven,


if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,

With God, there is a difference between unintentional and defiant sin.  God’s forgiveness requires 
repentance.  There is no disconnect between God’s forgiveness and our repentance.
See NUM 15:27—31  God’s accepts a sacrifice for unintentional sins and the sinner is forgiven.


Defiant sin cannot be forgiven because that person has despised the word of the Lord,


broken His commandment, and by repeatedly sinning has not repented.

LUK 23:34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing."  
And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.

We repent because we are forgiven, and we must forgive others 

especially when their repentance is obvious.  

LUK 17:3—4
Jesus said, "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, 



forgive him.  And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, 
saying, 'I repent,'  forgive him."  
 

1JO 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.

We can trust God with justice.

ROM 12:19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is 
written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.
LUK 18:7—8  now shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and night, 
and will He delay long over them?  I tell you that He will bring about justice for them 
speedily. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?"

ROM 13:4 for it [government] is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who 
brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.
In 1969 Rosamond Herklots wrote the words to this hymn:  

(I wonder how she learned the truths of these words!)

Forgive our sins as we forgive, you taught us, Lord, to pray;



but you alone can give us grace to live the words we say.


How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart 



that broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart.


In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly know;



how small the debts men owe to us; how great our debt to you.


Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls, and bid resentment cease;



then, reconciled to God and man, our lives will spread your peace.

In summary,

God is always just and deals with all sins—every one.


All those who are in Christ are forgiven because Jesus paid the penalty which



secured mercy from God for all our sins.


All those who are not in Christ will be judged and punished for all their sins




for all eternity, and in this life they abide under the wrath of God.

We are commanded to forgive others—every time and every thing.


God enables all that He commands—by the power of faith that He gives us.

Forgiving is not expected by the world and therefore is a powerful witness for Christ.

Not forgiving causes pent up anger, bitterness and resentment in our lives.

God does not want us to carry that burden of unforgiveness, and He frees us from


revenge or from bringing our own inadequate justice.  God’s justice is perfect and 


according to their deeds.  We can trust Him and do what He commands.
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