Matthew

Lesson 3, Chapters 3 - 4

Homework for January 28, 2020
Matthew's gospel goes forward at this point about 20 to 25 years. Jesus was growing up in Nazareth during this time. Matthew continues to validate Jesus as the Messiah by beginning with a prophecy from Isa. 40:3-5.

DAY ONE

Matthew 3:1-12
A voice crying in the wilderness
The gospel of Luke tells us a lot about John.  According to Luke 1:5-7, what do we know about his parents?  Zacharias: __________________________________________________________________

Elizabeth: _____________________________________________________________________

What did the angel Gabriel tell Zacharias about John?   Luke 1:15-17 ___________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

To what tribe would John have belonged? _________________________________________________

According to Luke 1:36, how much older is John than Jesus? __________________________________

Now to Matthew 3 . . . Where was John preaching? __________________________________________


What was his message? __________________________________________________________

Describe John's appearance: ____________________________________________________________


What composed his diet? _________________________________________________________
What kind of response was John getting to his message? v. 5 __________________________________
What two things happened as they responded to John's preaching?  v. 6


_____________________________ as they  _______________________________________

How did John react to the presence of the Pharisees and Sadducees? v. 7


____________________________________________________________________________


According to v. 7-10, why did the Pharisees and Sadducees resist John's message?


______________________________________________________________________________

John characterized the baptism he practiced as different from the one to come.

Why did John baptize? v. 11_______________________________________________________


What is the baptism to come after this? ______________________________________________

What is prophesied in v. 12? ____________________________________________________________

Do you see both salvation in Jesus and a coming judgment by Jesus in this verse?


Salvation pictured as ____________________; judgment as ____________________________

DAY TWO

Matthew 3:13-17
Jesus' baptism and ours
We have already observed that the gospels are chronologically part of the Old Testament.  John's message of repentance and baptism actually referred to the OT "washing"  for cleansing, symbolic of cleansing from sin.  Ex 29:4,  Lev. 16:4, etc.   Washing was required for priests to perform their duties in the tabernacle or Temple.  Baptizo is a Greek word which has been transliterated.  It occurs 80 times in the NT and means to "fully wet."  Jesus is our High Priest.  Heb.5, 7 and 8.  Take time today to read through these chapters.  Jesus' baptism would inaugurate His ministry in that capacity.  Why would John have resisted baptizing Jesus? See Luke 3:16 
______________________________________________________________________________

When the ceremony concluded, there were two affirmations:


The Holy Spirit ________________________________________________________________


The Father said " ______________________________________________________________"

The Apostle John recorded Jesus pointing out that His testimony about Himself is verified by four more witnesses.  John 5:33 ______________________;  John 5:36 ________________________________;  


John 5:37 ____________________ _____; John 5:39 ________________________________

To conclude today's lesson, read through Romans 6:3-5.  How is our baptism defined? _____________


_____________________________________________________________________________

DAY THREE
Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus is tested
Your translation may say "tempted" but that may not be the best idea since the word "tempted" indicates an inclination or vulnerability to do the wrong thing.  "Tested" carries a meaning to excel at something or prove what is already true. That Greek word appears in Heb. 4:15 in that Jesus was "tempted" in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Let's look at little closer at some cross references.1 John 2:16 warns against the things of the world (all that is in opposition to God), and identifies three ways that we might sin:  the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life.  In the following, identify which temptation/test was in play.
Let's see how Jesus was tested in all three of these categories:

Matt. 4:2-4 ________________________________________________________________________
Matt. 4:5-7 ________________________________________________________________________

Matt. 4:8-10 ________________________________________________________________________

Can you identify these same temptations from the first sin?     Eve:   Gen. 3:1-6


Lust of the flesh: _______________________ Lust of eyes: ____________________________


boastful pride of life: ___________________________________________________________

And    2 Samuel 11:2-4:  King David

Lust of the flesh: _______________________ Lust of eyes: ____________________________


boastful pride of life: ___________________________________________________________

One more:  Joshua 7:20-21:  Achan

Lust of the flesh: _______________________ Lust of eyes: ____________________________


boastful pride of life: ___________________________________________________________

When each of these persons sinned, what was the progression?  They _____, _________ and ________.

The devil used the tool that he thought would be most effective in testing Jesus.  


What was it? _________________________

Jesus used His most effective defense in passing the tests.  What was it? _______________________

Something to think about:  We are tested/tempted in the same ways.  What is our best defense?



______________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR
Matthew 4:12-17
Jesus begins His ministry
As Jesus began His ministry, what happened to John? ______________________________________
The wilderness of Judea was where John had been preaching.  Matt. 3:1  Things must have been hostile in that area.  Where did Jesus go? ________________ Where would He settle?____________________

How did the prophecy of Isaiah describe Jesus' ministry? _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How did Jesus confirm that this prophecy was about Him recorded in John 8:12? __________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

As Jesus began to preach, what was His message?  v. 17  _____________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Who had announced that same message earlier?  Matt. 3:27 ___________________________________

What was Jesus' message to the church at Ephesus?  Rev 2:5 __________________________________




to the church at Pergamum? Rev. 2:16 _________________________________




to the church at Sardis?  Rev. 3:3 _____________________________________




to the church at Laodicea?  Rev. 3:19 ___________________________________
The gospel brings a consistent message!

Judgment came on those who did not obey this command.  What actions are listed in Rev. 9:20-21 which came under this judgment? ________________________________________________________

Luke 4:14-21 records an announcement by Jesus in His early ministry at a synagogue in Galilee.  From these verses, what prophecy is quoted?  Isa. ____: ___.  However, Jesus stopped short of the complete

prophecy.  What did He omit? _________________________________________________________

Why?  See John 3:17__________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

Matthew 4:18-25
The first disciples and Jesus' ministry model

 Jesus came to establish His kingdom, but He would not remain on earth.  Authority and power to preach the gospel to all nations would be given to the men whom He would choose, train and empower to carry on.  Name the first four men called? ____________, ___________, _____________and ____________

What was their profession? ____________________  What was Jesus' command? _________________

How quickly did they respond? _____________________________

What was their new job description? _______________________________

Jesus had relocated his "hometown" (and ministry headquarters) to Capernaum which is in Galilee.  
His early ministry would be in this region.  What three activities defined Jesus' ministry?  v. 23

__________________________, ___________________ and ________________________

Jesus and the apostles brought the gospel to the Jewish synagogues.  What did the Apostle Paul

declare in Rom. 1:16? _________________________________________________________________
What do we know from John 1:11? _______________________________________________________

From Matt. 4:24, what drew the crowds? __________________________________________________

How is Jesus' teaching characterized in John 6:59-60? ________________________________________


How did the crowds react to this?  John 6:66? ________________________________________

Perhaps there is some insight here for churches today.  


What draws large crowds to a church? ______________________________________________


How may many in the crowd respond to the truth of the gospel and demands of righteousness?



_______________________________________________________________________

Many churches today pride themselves in being "seeker friendly"  offering what may amount to entertainment.  Christians have a mandate to witness and evangelize.  From our lesson this week, what is the foundation of  the gospel message? ____________________________________________________

And WHO is the foundation of the gospel message? _________________________________________
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