Matthew
        Lesson 21, Chapters 24-25     Homework for November 3, 2020








      Be Ready for Jesus' Return

These two chapters are prophecy directly from Jesus.  People are drawn to prophecy because they want to know the future either out of fear and a desire to avoid trouble or in order to plan successfully.  Interpreting Biblical prophecies is difficult.  Many of them are vague, clouded in metaphors and symbolism, and relative to cultural practices in former times.  We have already seen that the Pharisees and religious Jews missed the coming of their Messiah because they had misinterpreted prophecy.  

Jesus told His disciples that He revealed to them what would happen so that when it did, they would believe.  John 14:29   So, we too study prophecy, even though it is unclear at this time, and when it happens we will believe.
DAY ONE

Matthew 24:1-28

Increasing Turmoil and Destruction
Jesus had several confrontations with the scribes and Pharisees.  As He and His disciples were leaving the temple grounds, what did the disciples point out? _______________________________________
The word here is plural.  See if you can find a reference to what structures were on the grounds.


____________________________________________________________________________

What did Jesus reveal to them? _________________________________________________________

Where did they go? _______________________________ What two things concerned the disciples? 


______________________________ and ___________________________________________

The next verses describe events which will occur before the end of the _________________.


As we continue, we will try to determine exactly what this time frame will be.

Let's identify the events Jesus prophesied for this time.

v. 5
Many will come saying _____________________________ and mislead ___________________

v. 6
There will be ___________ and rumors of ____________  But that is not yet the ____________

v. 7
In addition, there will be _______________ and __________________

v. 8
But that is not the end, but the _____________________________________________________

v. 9
What will happen to Jesus' followers? _______________________________________________

v. 10-12  What internal dangers will the church face? Also 1 Tim. 4:1-3  _________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

v. 13-14  Is there any hope? _____________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

v. 15-22  These verses elaborate on the events introduced in v. 2.  Jesus quoted from Daniel 9:27.  Read through Daniel 9:24-27.  Since Jesus is the Messiah who has come, how does v. 27 relate to Jesus' prophecy? ___________________________________________________________________________

What instruction is given by Jesus? _______________________________________________________

How is the destruction described? v. 21____________________________________________________

Why will the catastrophes end? __________________________________________________________

Read through Psalm 46 and note the natural disasters, political upheaval, draught/famine, and war.


Our comfort and assurance is in v. 10-11 in Psalm 46.
v. 23-28  What false signs of Jesus' return will try to mislead Jesus' followers?


_____________________________________________________________________________


Will that be successful? ____ Why?  John 16:13-14 ___________________________________

The signs of Jesus' return will be as evident as _____________________________ in the sky


or seeing ____________________ who circle over a corpse.
DAY TWO

Matthew 24:29-51

Read the Signs and Be Ready
v. 29-31  There will be dramatic signs of Jesus' return visible in the _____.  


The sign of the Son will be Jesus Himself, returning as He left.  Acts 1:11  


See also 1 Cor. 15:50-55 and 1 Thes. 4:13-17 for events at the "last trumpet."
v. 32-41  These verses describe conditions on earth when Jesus returns.  To illustrate that there are signs 
of things to come, Jesus pointed to the ___________________________ which predicts summer.


In v. 34-35, Jesus identifies two things which will last.  This ______________ and His _______


According to v. 36, who knows when Jesus will return? _________________________


This is a bit confusing to us, but perhaps 1 Cor. 11:3 gives us some insight.


He refers to "until all these things take place" and gives an example of conditions prior to a


previous judgment.  What was life like on earth in the days of Noah according to



Gen. 6:5 ________________________________________________________________



Gen. 7:1 ___________________________________


In Luke' account, Jesus also compares this time with the days of Lot.  Read Luke 17:22-39.


What was the dominant sin condemned and judged in Lot's city?


_____________________________________________________________________________


v. 40-41 refer to the specific, individual nature of judgment.  
v. 42-44  Therefore!  Be ________________  Why? ________________________________________

v. 45-51 are a metaphor about two slaves.  How was the first slave faithful and sensible?


____________________________________________________________________________


What was his reward? __________________________________________________________


What error did the evil slave make? _______________________________________________


What was his punishment? ______________________________________________________

DAY THREE
Matthew 25:1-30

Two Parables
Jesus often taught in parables which teach a lesson that is easy to remember.  He has already set one parable in the context of a wedding feast.  Matt. 22:1-14  In v. 45 we saw the faithful and sensible slave who was rewarded.  This first parable is about being sensible, and the second is about being faithful.
v. 1-13  In the bridal party there are 10 virgins.  Who do they represent? _________________________

What did the foolish virgins lack? _____________ What would that represent? ______________


When did the bridegroom arrive? _____________ 


Why were the foolish virgins not allowed into the wedding feast? v. 12 ____________________


Why is that critical?  See Matt. 7:21-23,   John 10:27,    Gal. 4:9,    2 Tim. 2:19


_____________________________________________________________________________

v. 14-30  This parable is about faithfulness.  Who would be the man in this parable? _______________


Who do the man's own slaves represent? ____________________________________________


A talent was a weight of metal, either gold or silver.  There were three slaves who got three

different amounts and their stewardship varied.  When the master returned for judgment v. 19,


How had the slave with five talents been faithful? v. 16 _________________________________



What was his reward?  v. 21 ________________________________________________


What had the slave with two talents done?  v. 17 ______________________________________



What was his reward?  v. 23 ________________________________________________


What had the slave with one talent done? v. 18 ________________________________________



Why?  v. 24-25 ___________________________________________________________



What was his "reward"? v. 26-28 ____________________________________________

What does this parable teach us about good and faithful stewardship?  v. 29______________________

DAY FOUR
Matthew 25:31-46

The Last Judgment
These verses describe the last judgment, and the end of this age which sets eternity.
What metaphor is used here to identify believers? ___________ who are put on Jesus'_______ side


and non-believers? ____________ who are put on Jesus' ________ side.
Those on Jesus' right side are v. 34 _________  Those on Jesus' left side are v. 41 ______________

When did the Father prepare the kingdom for His people?  v. 34 ____________________________

What good deeds had the righteous done?  There are six listed here, so summarize.


__________________________________________________________________________

Jesus considered these acts of kindness to be for Him personally.  


Who are the "brothers" of v. 40?________________________________________________

What happens to those on Jesus' left? v. 41_______________________________________________


Why? ______________________________________________________________________


Who had they neglected? ______________________________________________________
What word in v. 46 tells us that this is the final judgment? ___________________________________

If this is the culmination of our life here on this earth, how should we live?  


Matt. 24:4 ___________________________________________________________________


Matt. 24:42 __________________________________________________________________


Matt. 24:44 __________________________________________________________________

Matt. 24:45 __________________________________________________________________


Matt. 25:35-40 _______________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

1 Thes. 4:13-5:11

Paul's Encouraging Words
4:13-18  When will all this occur.  There is an urgency apparent in Scripture about being ready, but two thousand years have passed and we are still waiting.  What do we know from 2 Pet. 3:3-9?


______________________________________________________________________________

Paul wrote to the saints in Thessalonica because they were discouraged that Jesus had not returned and many of the saints were dying.  His words to them are an encouragement to us also to be faithful and to be ready.  Let's see how Paul explains how we are to live until Jesus' return in 1 Thes. 4:13 - 5:11.

Why do Christians not grieve like non-believers do? ________________________________________
When Jesus returns, who will be called first? _______________________________________________

How will this happen? v. 16 ____________________________________________________________

Who goes to meet Jesus next? __________________________________________________________


Where? ________________  From that moment, how long will we be with Jesus? ___________

5:1-11 What describes the unexpected nature of Jesus' return? _________________________________
What will world conditions be like at that time? _____________________________________________


In contrast, what will judgment bring? ______________________________________________

What advantage do believers have as "sons of light and sons of day"? ___________________________

According to v. 8, what three words describe a believer's strengths? _____________________________

There is a wrath to come, but not for believers who have salvation through _______________________

What is the foundation of that salvation? v. 10 ______________________________________________
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