Matthew
        Lesson 20, Chapter 23
      Homework for October 27, 2020








      Instructions for Scribes and Pharisees
We are still in a major teaching section of the Gospel of Matthew.  Jesus is answering hostile questions from the Pharisees, Sadducees and other religious leaders as they grow more and more determined to silence Him and discredit Him before the people.  Jesus' question to them had brought them to the end of  their efforts, and in this chapter we will see Jesus' condemnation of the scribes (those who are experts on the Law of Moses) and the Pharisees (who religiously and meticulously practice the Law).

DAY ONE


Matthew 23:1-12

Exposing the Pharisees and Scribes
In confronting the Pharisees and scribes, to whom is Jesus talking? ______________________________
Remembering that Moses was the one who brought the Law from God, what does it mean


that the Pharisees and scribes have seated themselves in Moses' chair?


______________________________________________________________________________

What is the definition of hypocrisy given in v. 3? ____________________________________________

What effect do their laws have on the people? ______________________________________________

What is their true motivation? ___________________________________________________________

What are phylacteries?  Deut. 6:6-8 _______________________________________________________

To what would the tassels refer?  Num. 15:38-40 ____________________________________________

How did they act pridefully? ____________________________________________________________
Why would Jesus forbid calling someone Teacher, Father or Leader?   There's a clue in v. 2.

______________________________________________________________________________

What is the true nature and role of leadership? ______________________________________________

What can the one who exalts himself expect? _______________________________________________

What can the one who humbles himself expect? _____________________________________________

As we continue, Jesus pronounced eight "woes" against the scribes and Pharisees.  Define "woe":

___________________________________________________________________________________

We have already seen two woes pronounced.  Who were the woes against and for what in

Matt. 11:21 _________________________________________________________________________
Matt. 18:7 __________________________________________________________________________

DAY TWO


Isaiah 5:1-24


Warnings Against Evil
As we continue in this chapter of Matthew, Jesus proclaimed eight warnings against the leaders of the established religious practices of Israel.  Over seven centuries earlier, through Isaiah, God had given six warnings concerning Judah's evil behavior.  Isaiah was prophesying to Judah, the southern kingdom of the nation of Israel.  The northern kingdom was never reestablished after the exile, so Jesus would have been speaking to the descendants of Judah in His day.  

Isaiah began with a parable (parallel to the ones we have seen from Jesus in Matthew).
v. 1-7 present a parable concerning Judah.  From v. 7, what does the vineyard represent? ____________


The plants? _________________________________


From v. 1, how does Isaiah describe the LORD? ______________________________________


v. 2-4  How had the LORD been faithful? ____________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


How had Judah failed?  end of v. 2 and 4b____________________________________________



v. 7b ___________________________________________________________________


What is the resulting judgment?  v. 5-6 ______________________________________________

v. 8-24 continue the indictment against Judah.     A "woe" is both a warning and a curse. 

Summarize their six offenses and any results given: 

v. 8-10 _____________________________________________________________________________

v. 11-17 ____________________________________________________________________________

v. 18-19 ____________________________________________________________________________

v. 20 _______________________________________________________________________________

v. 21 _______________________________________________________________________________

v. 22-24 ____________________________________________________________________________

v. 25-30  What judgment is described here? ________________________________________________

    In v. 29-30, what "lion" would threaten Judah's future and bring God's judgment? ________________ 
DAY THREE

Matthew 23:13-22

Four Warnings
v. 13  What is the first offense? __________________________________________________________

What is the outcome of this offense? ________________________________________________

v. 14 appears in brackets meaning that it is not included in the oldest manuscripts of Matthew's gospel.


What is the offense given here? ____________________________________________________


What is the outcome? ____________________________________________________________

v. 15  What is the offense? ______________________________________________________________


What is the outcome? ____________________________________________________________

v. 16-20  How are they characterized? _____________________________________________________


What had Jesus observed about the offended Pharisees earlier?  Matt. 15:12-14


______________________________________________________________________________


What is the problem with swearing?  James 5:12


______________________________________________________________________________

Jesus had addressed this issue in the Sermon on the Mount.  What did we learn from Matt. 5:33-37?

____________________________________________________________________________________

The integrity of a consistent Christian witness cannot be overemphasized.  To conclude today's assignment, read through Psalm 15 and note the qualities of righteousness here.  Make a short list:
____________________________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR

Matthew 23:23-33

Four More Warnings
v. 23-24  What is the offense? ___________________________________________________________

What is the outcome of this offense? _______________________________________________

v. 25-26  What is the offense? ___________________________________________________________


What is the outcome of this offense? _______________________________________________

v. 27-28 What is the offense? ___________________________________________________________


What is the outcome of this offense? _______________________________________________

v. 29-33 What is the offense? ___________________________________________________________


What is the outcome of this offense? _______________________________________________

How else are they characterized in v. 33? ____________________ and a brood of _________________

With whom would that identify them?  See John 9:44 ________________________________________
Read back through this chapter and count how many times Jesus has referred to the scribes and 
Pharisees as hypocrites. ________________

Hypocrisy is addressed so often it must be a major issue.  Let's review:
Matt. 6:2-5  What acts are identified as hypocritical here? ____________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Matt. 6:16  How can fasting be hypocritical? _______________________________________________

Matt. 15:7-9  What is the root cause of hypocrisy? __________________________________________


What is the evidence of hypocrisy identified here? ____________________________________

DAY FIVE


Matthew 23:34-39

The Last Hope for Jerusalem
In these verses Jesus pronounces judgment against the scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites.

What is Jesus doing on their behalf? _____________________________________________________

How will they react? _________________________________________________________________

In v. 32, Jesus said that they would "fill up" the guilt of their forefathers.  What are the "bookends" of the previous persecutions?  From the blood of righteous ____________ to the blood of _____________

How was Abel a prophet?  Gen.4:4 _______________________________________________________


Heb. 11:4 _____________________________________________________________________


1 John 3:12  How do we know Abel was the first martyr? _______________________________


Heb. 12:24 ____________________________________________________________________

Zechariah means "Jehovah remembers".  There are 29 men named Zechariah who appear in Scripture.  

The man named here wrote the book of Zechariah in the OT.  Zechariah's book of visions and 
amazing Messianic prophecies was written during the reign of King Darius of Persia around 


520 BC, near the time of the return from exile in Babylon.  
Zechariah's death is referenced here, and may be recorded in 2 Chron. 24:21.  There is no consensus if this is the same Zechariah.  From these verses in Matthew, however, we can see that some of the persecution occurs in religious settings.  What place of persecution is named in v. 34? ______________
In v. 35, where would Zechariah's death have occurred? ______________________________________

v. 36  When did Jesus say all these things would happen? _____________________________________

In v. 37-39 we see Jesus' heart.  To what does "Jerusalem" refer here? ___________________________

What metaphor is used to describe Jesus' compassion? _______________________________________

In v. 38, there is a double entendre: "house" means both the ____________ and their _______________

Define "desolate": ____________________________________________________________________
As Jesus was preparing the leave the temple, what did He tell the scribes and Pharisees?

____________________________________________________________________________________

Chapters 24 through 26:56 record the last time that Jesus spent with His disciples before His arrest.  

He has some very important things to teach them. . . . . and us.
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