Matthew

Lesson 2, Chapters 1 - 2

Homework for January 14, 2020
Matthew begins this gospel by introducing Jesus as the promised Messiah giving historical authentication of His ancestry.  These first two chapters cover events which occurred from the birth of Jesus, around 3 BC to the death of Herod.  No events were recorded by Matthew for the following years until Jesus would begin His ministry.
DAY ONE


Chapter 1:1-6a
The patriarchs and a scandal
There has been an increased interest in genealogy as DNA tests reveal much about our relatives, and many of us have traced our heritage back for several generations.  In these verses Matthew reviews Jesus' ancestry beginning with Abraham and covering about 2,000 years.  From Adam, records were kept and recorded in Hebrew Scripture concerning lineage.  Both Matthew and Luke accessed these records as evidence of Jesus' legitimate fulfillment of God's promises of a Messiah and future King for His people. 

v. 1-6a     Why begin with Abraham?  

Gen. 22:18 ___________________________________________________________________

Gal. 3:16 _____________________________________________________________________

One of the more interesting names in this list is Tamar.  Let's learn a little something about her.

Beginning in Gen. 38:1 we learn that Judah married a Canaanite woman who bore him three sons:  

Er, Onan and Shelah.  Judah chose a wife for his firstborn son Er, and her name was Tamar.
What happened to Er? v. 7______________________________________________________________

Since Er and Tamar had no children, what was Judah's solution?


_____________________________________________________________________________

This practice was written down by Moses in Deut. 25:5-6 and is called a "Levirate marriage."


What purpose did it serve? _______________________________________________________


To better understand this, we know that at that time a woman's inheritance was determined by 
her husband, and the firstborn's inheritance was double that of other children.

What did Onan do? ___________________________________________________________________


What happened to him? __________________________________________________________

Next in line was Shelah.  What was the problem with him? v. 11________________________________

What did Tamar do? v. 11_______________________________________________________________

Beginning in v. 12 we learn of the next development:  Judah's wife died, and Tamar had a plan.

We learn from v. 18 that her plan was successful for she ______________________________________

By v. 24 Tamar's condition is made known.  What did Judah plan to do? _________________________

How did Tamar prove paternity? v. 18, 25-26_______________________________________________

What was unusual about the birth of Perez? v. 27-30__________________________________________
There are three more women in these first few verses of Mathew.
What do we know about Rahab?  Joshua 2:1 _______________________________________________


How was her faith expressed?  Joshua 2:11 ___________________________________________


What bargain did she make?  Joshua 2:12-14 _________________________________________

What do we know about Ruth?  Ruth 1:3-4 ________________________________________________


What happened to all the men of the family?  Ruth 1:5 _________________________________


How was Ruth's faith expressed?  Ruth 1:12-17 _______________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
DAY TWO


Chapter 1:6b-17
The drama continues
Fourteen generations passed since Abraham, and David was King over Israel.  The events surrounding David's relationship with Bathsheba are quite familiar.  For review . . .
What do we know about her from 2 Sam. 11:2-3? ___________________________________________

What were David's two sins?  2 Sam. 12:9 _________________________________________________

What happened to their first child?  2 Sam. 11:14 _____________________________________

After the death of their son Solomon, Israel split into two kingdoms: Israel on the north and Judah on the south.  The lineage given by Matthew then follows through the descendants of Judah in the southern kingdom.  There are fourteen generations from David to Judah's exile into Babylon in 586 BC.  Even after the exile records continued to be kept of the royal lineage from Solomon to Jeconiah (also called Jehoiachin and Coniah) then through Nathan's line from David to Joseph, the husband of Mary.  
Jesus' genealogy is also recorded in Luke 3:23-38, and Luke begins with Jesus and works back through the generations to ____________________covering about 4,000 years!  What is the significance of going all the way back to Adam?  Gen. 3:15 _______________________________________________  
Attached is a comparative listing of both lineages noting where they divide and converge.  

According to both Matthew and Luke, there was documented evidence that Jesus indeed 
legitimately claimed to be the promised Messiah, descendant of Abraham and son of David.
DAY THREE

Chapter 1:18-25
Messages for Joseph
While Luke's report of Mary's conception may be more familiar to us (Luke 1:26-56), Matthew gives attention to Joseph.  From these verses in Matthew, Mary and Joseph were betrothed. 

Define "betrothed": ___________________________________________________________________

What are we specifically told about their relationship? _______________________________________

How is Mary's pregnancy explained? v. 18_________________________________________________

What quality describes Joseph? _________________________________________________________

What does his reaction to Mary's condition tell us about him? __________________________________

How did the Lord communicate with Joseph?_______________________________________________

What instruction was given to Joseph? ____________________________________________________

What was revealed to him about the child? _________________________________________________

Joseph was given confirmation concerning fulfillment of prophecy.  What will be fulfilled from

Isa. 7:14 ____________________________________________________________________________

Isa. 9:6-7 ___________________________________________________________________________

Isa. 45:21-24 ________________________________________________________________________

How did Joseph react to this revelation? v. 24_______________________________________________

How did Joseph treat Mary? v. 25 ________________________________________________________

From verses 19, 24-25, how would you describe Joseph's feelings toward Mary?


______________________________________________________________________________

What do we know about Jesus' family from Matt. 13:55-56? ___________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
DAY FOUR

Chapter 2:1-12
Visitors bearing gifts
Where do these events take place? _______________________________________________________

Why there?  Luke 2:1-4 _______________________________________________________________

Who was king over Judah? _______________________In what city did he reign?_________________
Matthew tells of "magi" from the east who arrived?  


What is a "magi"? ______________________________________________________________


The land east of Israel had changed hands several times during the previous 600 years . . . 



from Babylon to Persia to Greece and then to Rome.

What brought the magi to Jerusalem from the east? __________________________________________


For what purpose? ______________________________________________________________

What did they seem to know about the phenomenon? ________________________________________

Possibly, how could they have gotten that information?      See  Daniel 2:48, 5:11

______________________________________________________________________________

According to Matt. 2:16, about how much time had passed since Jesus' birth? _____________________

Why would Herod be disturbed by their quest? ______________________________________________

From whom did Herod first seek information about this situation? ______________________________


What specifically did Herod want to know? __________________________________________

The answer is quoted from the prophet Micah.  Micah 5:2


What two roles are given to the Messiah?  ___________________ and ___________________

What did Herod want to know next? _________________________  Who would know? ____________

What instructions did Herod give the magi? ________________________________________________


What reason did he give? _________________________________________________________

What "GPS" did the magi use? __________________________________________________________

How did they react when reaching their destination? ___________________________________

Where did they find Mary and the Child? __________________________________________________

After they worshiped Him, they brought gifts:  ______________,  ______________ and ____________

According to these Scriptures, how many magi were there? ____________________________________

Why did the magi not return to Herod? ____________________________________________________

DAY FIVE


Chapter 2:13-23
Protecting the family
At this time, how did the Lord send Joseph a message? _______________________________________

What was Joseph to do? __________________________________________________________


Why? ________________________________________________________________________

How did Herod feel about being deceived by the magi? ______________________________________

What did he do? ______________________________________________________________________

We can't even imagine the terror and heartbreak inflicted on God's people.  Matthew quotes the 
prophetic words of Jeremiah to show that this too was fulfilled prophecy and to sustain hope in

the other promises of God.

The next recorded event here is the death of Herod.  How did Joseph find out about this?


______________________________________________________________________________

What were the instructions to Joseph? _____________________________________________________

Once in Israel, what danger was to be voided? ______________________________________________

Instead of returning to Judah, where did Joseph and family go? _________________________________

There is no preserved prophecy in Scripture that Jesus would be called a Nazarene.  We may understand this reference, however, by knowing the reputation of Nazareth referenced in John 1:46 which states:

"Can _____________________________________________?"  This disreputable place and the scorn given to its inhabitants may have fulfilled the prophecies concerning how Jesus would be treated as Isaiah said in 53:3: ____________________________________________________________________

And so true, as recorded in Mark 10:34. ___________________________________________________

The next recorded events in Jesus' life are when he was twelve years old.  Luke 2:41-52

But, Matthew's gospel will continue in Chapter 3 with the beginning of Jesus' ministry.
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