Matthew

Lesson 15, Chapters 15 - 16
Homework for September 22, 2020









Tested by the Pharisees
These chapters continue to document Jesus' ministry as He brings the good news of the new covenant, teaches, heals, and performs miracles.  He is constantly surrounded by crowds of people and challenged by the Pharisees who want to discredit and destroy Him.  

DAY ONE

Matthew 15:1-9

Tradition or Commandment
The Pharisees date back to the time of Ezra when the Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem after the exile.  They maintained spiritual authority under Roman rule and practiced strict observance of the Law.  Obedience to the commandments was defined by multiple rules and traditions which numbered in the hundreds.  So, as we begin, define tradition: ________________________________________________
The scribes were experts in interpreting the Law.  When the Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, what was their question? ______________________________________________________

Well, if they want to talk about traditions, Jesus will talk about traditions.

What tradition did Jesus confront them about?  v. 5 __________________________________________

What commandment were they breaking by this tradition? ____________________________________

Therefore, they were ___________________.   Isaiah had prophesied about them:

As they worshiped God with their ___________, their _____________ were far from Him, and 


their worship was vain.  Define vain: _______________________________________________

The Pharisees were teaching as doctrine the precepts of men.

Define doctrine: ______________________________________________________________________

Church teachings may be founded on Scripture, experience, reason or preference.  Which of these would differ from sound doctrine? _____________________________________________________________
What warning is given in Col. 2:8? _______________________________________________________

Can you think of any traditions practiced by most churches which does not have a Scriptural foundation?


______________________________________________________________________________

DAY TWO

Matthew 15:10-20

Out of the heart

After correcting the Pharisees, Jesus addressed the crowd.  What did Jesus teach them about the "mouth". ________________________________________________ Who was offended? ___________
Why was Jesus not concerned that they were offended? _______________________________________

Even so, Peter wanted further explanation about Jesus' teaching concerning the mouth.

What goes into the mouth is about eating.  Whatever is eaten is _________________________________

What comes out of the mouth is about speech.  What is the source of what is said? _________________

We might have said the brain or the mind.  In Scripture the heart is the center of a person's rational and spiritual nature, the innermost repository of all that is good or evil.  The covenant established by Jesus is prophesied in Jeremiah 31:33 which will bring a new heart.  From Ezekiel 11:19-20, salvation is described as removing a heart of ___________ and replacing it with a heart of ____________________.
What results from a new heart? __________________________________________________________

About that old heart, according to Matt. 15:19, what defiles a man? 


______________________________________________________________________________

What does not defile a man? _____________  Whose authority had been challenged? _______________

What and whose authority had been confirmed by Jesus? v.13__________________________________
If we have any questions about traditions, what is the only foundation for objection? ________________

DAY THREE
Matthew 15:21-31

Two miracles and what they teach

Jesus left Capernaum and traveled toward the coast.  Tyre and Sidon were coastal cities in Phoenicia, definitely a Gentile region.  The woman who approached Jesus is identified as a _________________.
What was her concern? ______________________________________________________________

How did Jesus initially respond to her? __________________________________________________

Why did the disciples want Jesus to send her away? ________________________________________

According to v. 24-26, why did Jesus say He had ignored her? ________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

How had Jesus responded to a Gentile earlier?  Matt. 8:5-13 __________________________________
To the Jews, "dogs" were people who had no understanding of spiritual things.  

The woman's response revealed something.  What did Jesus confirm? ___________________________

How did Jesus answer the woman's request? ________________________________________________

Did Jesus change His mind?  (careful) ____________________________________________________

This event demonstrates the efficacy of intercessory prayer.  Who prayed? ________________________

Who was healed? ______________________

What would this encounter and the way Jesus responded have demonstrated to Jesus' disciples? 


_____________________________________________________________________________
DAY FOUR
Matthew 15:32 - 16:12
Another lesson about bread


Returning to Galilee, a large crowd followed Jesus.  What was their motivation? ___________________
What did Jesus do? ___________________  Who was glorified? _______________________________

How long had this been taking place? ____________ What was Jesus' concern? ___________________

Why did Jesus not just simply tell them to leave? ____________________________________________

What supply was needed? _______________________ What was available? ______________________

What instructions did Jesus give the people? ________________ 
After taking the meager food, what did Jesus do first? _______________________

How was the food distributed? __________________________________________________________

Since Jesus is the bread of life, what does this process demonstrate? 


_____________________________________________________________________________

What effect did the food have? ________________  How many ate? ____________________________

Now that the people had been fed, what did Jesus tell them to do? ______________________________
16:1-12  But not everyone left.  Who had been observing all this? ____________________________

Even so, what did they request from Jesus? ________________________________________________

They seem to be slow learners.  What was their request recorded in Matthew 12:38-42?_____________
What was Jesus' response both then and here? ______________________________________________

To what is He referring? _______________________________________________________________

Jesus and His disciples left there to go to the other side of the Sea.  

As the time passed, what had the disciples forgotten? _________________________

Nothing escapes Jesus, and perhaps knowing their thoughts, He took the opportunity to teach them.

What warning did Jesus give them? ________________________________________________


How did that relate to the previous events? ___________________________________________

Well now, the disciples are a bit confused.  What did they assume? _____________________________

Of what did Jesus remind them? _________________________________________________________

What was the real warning about the Pharisees and Sadducees? _______________________________

DAY FIVE

Matthew 16:13-28

Truth and commitment
On the move again.  Where do the following events take place? _______________________________
As He continues to teach His disciples, what question does Jesus ask them?


____________________________________________________________________________

What was their answer? ________________________________________________________________

What is Jesus' next question? ____________________________________________________________

Peter spoke up.  What was his answer? ___________________________________________________

How did Peter know this? _____________________________________________________________

Let's stop and think for just a minute.  Many people acknowledge Jesus as a great teacher, a good man, 
an exceptional leader, a philosopher, even a prophet.  None of these can save anyone.

What is necessary for salvation? __________________________________________________

Acknowledging Jesus as Peter did requires _______________________________________________

How is that confirmed in

Matt. 11:27 _________________________________________________________________________

Luke 10:21-22 ______________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 2:9-10 ________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 1:15-16 ________________________________________________________________________

Daniel 2:22 __________________________________________________________________________

Amos 3:7 ___________________________________________________________________________

v. 17-18  Identify the foundation of the church which will withstand the gates of Hades?_____________
God's building program is recorded in Eph. 2:19-22. What is laid first? __________________________


What comprises the foundation? __________________________________________________


What is added to the building? _____________________________________________________


What is the completed building? ___________________________________________________

How did Peter describe this building?  1 Pet. 2:5 __________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How does v. 19 correlate with Matt. 10:7-8? ________________________________________________

What additional authority did Jesus give His disciples in John 20:21-23? ________________________


What is the requirement for this authority? ___________________________________________

v. 21-23 Jesus repeatedly told His disciples about His death and resurrection.  In v. 21-23, who is 
attributed to having doubt and opposition to this mission? _______________________________

v. 24-27  Earlier we had seen the urgency and sacrifice of being a Jesus follower.  Matt. 8:18-22

Here Jesus describes discipleship as denying self, taking up the cross, and following Him.

How is a disciple to understand his life? ___________________________________________________


understand what the world has to offer? _____________________________________________

What can this sacrifice expect? __________________________________________________________

v. 28  This gives a time table for the establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  What events will occur in the lifetime of those listening to Jesus which will inaugurate the New Covenant?
Luke 22:20
The New Covenant of the Kingdom of Heaven was introduced at__________________

John 11:25-26
It was inaugurated at the ___________________________________________________

Acts 1:8
It was empowered at ______________________________________________________
Alleluia!
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