Lesson 9

Isaiah, Chapters 40-42

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for October 15, 2019
In our study at the point, God's people have been judged for their sinfulness and face exile from the land that God promised through Abraham, the loss of national sovereignty, the end of the kings to rule which had been promised through David, and the inability to worship at the Temple which would be completely destroyed.  There is a righteous remnant, protected by God, who will receive reassurance and hope for the years of exile and enslavement which lie ahead of them.  Although God showed Isaiah what was coming, Isaiah would not live to see the conquest and destruction as Babylon came to power.  But through Isaiah, God had a message for His people to confirm His faithfulness to keep His promises and  restoration of the faithful remnant of Judah. 

These 27 chapters may be divided into three parts:


Chapters 40-48 emphasize the greatness of God the Father.


Chapters 49-57 reveal the grace of God the Son, the Messiah


Chapters 58-66 emphasize the glory and work of God the Holy Spirit in the future Kingdom.

While bringing comfort for God's people in captivity that they would be restored to the land, there is also redemption for them through the Messiah, God's Suffering Servant, by His substitutionary and atoning death on the cross, revelations concerning the coming Day of the Lord, and the final destruction of the last Babylon and the everlasting Kingdom of God on earth.

Chapter 40:1

Comfort
To comfort means to soothe, console, encourage; to give relief in affliction; consolation, ease, satisfaction.  Comfort here is not necessarily physical, but in the context of those in exile comfort which would have come from knowledge and obedience resulting in spiritual comfort.  Sin disrupts our spiritual peace with God requiring confession and repentance. Isaiah's prophecies will continue to indict the people for their idolatry and immorality.  When Isaiah wrote these words, the people had turned away from God, they were under attack by the Assyrians, and their leaders were evil and corrupt (with few exceptions).  How they must have prayed to overcome the fear and anxiety they were experiencing.
God's people still need to be comforted when undergoing discipline from the hand of God and while in a world that increasingly denies Him and persecutes believers.  How is that comfort given?  There are many Scriptures which reveal the source of believers' comfort.

"Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal 
comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and 
word."  2 Thes. 2:16-17  

We are comforted based on the hope (sure expectation based on the word and power of God) of Jesus' 
return to gather all the saints as described in 2 Thes. 4:13-18.  

Paul wrote of the comfort experienced through the love of other Christians:  


"For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed through you, brother."  Phil. 1:7
The comfort received through the word of God and the presence of the Holy Spirit has a purpose greater than our own personal benefit.  We are comforted in our afflictions so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  We are comforted and strengthened for good work.  2 Thes. 2:17  In fact, it is for these very outcomes that we may experience afflictions.  2 Cor. 1:3-7  In other words:  our comfort is a gift from God which is to be passed along to others.  What a great comfort it is when we are in a dark place or dealing with a serious difficulty to benefit from the experiences and wisdom of a mature Christian who has been where we are.

There are two major emotions which work against our comfort:  anxiety and fear.


Anxiety may come from our own sinfulness.   


Psa. 38:18


We may be weighed down, discouraged, by anxiety.  

Prov. 12:25

How does God tell us to deal with our anxiety?


Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 


casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  

1 Pet. 5:6-7


Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden and I will give you rest.  
Matt. 11:28


Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 


request be made known to God.  and the peace of God, which passes all comprehension, 


will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Phil. 4:6-7

In some ways, anxiety is like a thermometer which can indicate when we are not well.  Anxiety is

often indirectly proportionate to how much we trust in God and His word.  With more trust comes less anxiety.

What about fear?  I haven't counted, but I've been told, that the Bible tells us to fear not or to be not afraid 366 times.  That's one for every day of the year, even if it's leap year!  What is a healthy fear?


As bondslaves of God we are to honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, 



honor the king.  




1 Pet. 2:17


Fear God and give Him glory . . . worship Him.

Rev. 14:7

The ungodly do not fear God.




Psa. 36:1

While we are to fear God, a reverent fear that acknowledges his sovereignty and power, there are misplaced fears. 



The fear of death gives the devil power.



Heb. 2:14-15


Do not fear those who can only kill the body but not the soul.  
Matt. 10:28
Fearing God and trusting Him overcomes all other fears.
Chapter 40:2-26
Eight attributes of God
The Old Testament records 4,000 years of human history which reveal our Creator and the progressive revelation of His character and His purposes.  God's primary attribute is holiness which is the only quality emphasized by a triune repetition:  Holy, holy, holy   Isa. 4:8, Rev. 4:8  The holiness of God is understood as righteousness, purity, otherness.  Holiness for believers is imputed by being in Christ.  Holiness for objects indicates that they are dedicated solely to God.  All of God's other attributes are rooted in His holiness, i.e. holy mercy, holy omnipotence, holy grace, holy love, etc.  Only eight of God's attributes are mentioned in this chapter.
v. 2  In this verse we see God mercy expressed as Jerusalem's warfare and the discipline received from 
the LORD's hand will end.  The reference to a "double" correction may refer to the fact that in 
the 70 years of exile, it will be the second generation remnant which will experience the 
restoration to Jerusalem.

v. 3-5  All creation will praise God's glory which is the revelation or demonstration of what is true about 
Him.  

v. 6-9  God's eternal being and the permanence of His word is praised in these verses.

v. 11
The gentleness of God's dealings with His people is highlighted here.  Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep.  John 10:11  Gentleness is also part of


spiritual fruit produced by the Holy Spirit.  Gal. 5:22-23  

v. 10, 12, 26  God is omnipotent bringing both reward and justice.  Only God can measure His creation, 
and He knows each part.  Because He owns His creation, He names even the stars.

v. 13-14  God is omniscient and knows absolutely everything without contingency or dependency on 
anything else.  God's knowledge is not limited by time nor space, and therefore God's actions are


proactive and not reactive.  God needs no counsel, direction or wisdom from anyone else.

v. 15-17, 21-24  God rules over everything, without exception and at all times.   He is the sovereign God 
and greater than all His creation.

v. 18-20, 25  God is unique.  He has no equal, and certainly is unlike any false god or idol.
The first commandment is to love God totally.  Just these few attributes should bring us to our knees to worship and love our awesome God.  There are special blessings for those who love God.


He causes all things to work together for our good and His glory.

Rom. 8:28


We persevere through trials and receive a crown of life.


James 1:12


We are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised.

James 2:5


He preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for us.


Neh. 1:5


God keeps those who love Him but destroys the wicked.


Psa. 145:20


He prepares wonders which we cannot even imagine.


1 Cor. 2:9


He will not forget our work and our love toward Him.


Heb. 6:10


We are loved by Jesus and the Father, and Jesus reveals Himself to us.
John 14:21 
Chapter 40:27-31
God's strength for the weary
Sometimes during our trials it may seem that God does not see and, if He sees, He must not care.  God's timing is perfect, but we have difficulty being patient.  We must remember that we serve an Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He is never tired or weary and while His understanding may not be comprehensible to us, He knows all things infinitely, without limits.  God is the source of strength and power for those who wait on Him.  
Perhaps the hardest thing God asks us to do is wait, endure, be patient.  We may be mistaken to think that waiting is inactivity.  Verse 31 states that in waiting there is new strength to soar like eagles and not grow weary.  What activity could bring this about?  Well, here's a good definition of waiting:  a sustained effort to stay focused on God through prayer and belief.  While prayer does not change God's mind or cause Him to stray from His purposes, it certainly changes us.  Focusing on God through prayer, learning about Him from His word, and believing evidenced by our consistent obedience is power to wait for Him and overcome all obstacles and challenges in our lives.  The conclusion:  when life is difficult (and when isn't it?) we rely on prayer, God's word and His proven character to stay faithful and strong expecting a blessing in His time.
Chapter 41:1-29
A future ruler for Israel
From a human point of view, in Isaiah's lifetime, how could God possibly fulfill His promises to preserve a remnant and restore Jerusalem?  The cities of Judah had been overrun first by the Assyrians and the Babylonians will come next, Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed, millions of Jews will be slaughtered and the rest taken from the land to serve Babylon just 87 years after Isaiah's death.  God's time frame between exile and restoration is 70 years.  Jer. 25:11-12  
Babylon's rise to power over Assyria lasted from 625 to 539 BC.   The capture of the city of Babylon by Darius the Mede is recorded in Daniel 5:30-31. The Persian Empire recorded in Scripture began with Cyrus in 539 through Artaxerxes I in 423 BC.  It was during the reigns of Cyrus and subsequent Persian rulers that the next generation of Jews returned from exile in a period of about 90 years in three stages led by Zerubbabel, 536 - 458 BC, Ezra 458 - 445 BC and Nehemiah 445-424 BC.  Alexander the Great expanded the Greek Empire and overthrew the Persians around 331 BC.  But none of this happened in Isaiah's lifetime.  
Chapter 41 is about Cyrus, king of Persia.  He is actually named in Isa. 44:28.

v. 1-7
The king's military power is given him by the LORD.

v. 8-10
  The descendants of Abraham are assured that they have been chosen by God and not rejected


even though they are in exile.  They are not to fear or be anxious concerning their current


circumstances but trust in the LORD's righteous and strong right hand.

v. 11-12  Their enemies will be shamed and dishonored, reduced to nothing and as if non-existent.

v. 13-16  Their help will come from the LORD, and they will praise and glorify Him.

v. 17-20  God's provision for them will be like water in a desert, a lush land where strong trees grow.
v. 21-24  Those who do not trust in the Holy One of Israel may present their case, but idols do not


know the future or understand the past, they can do neither good nor evil, and they are not to be


feared.

v. 25
Cyrus is referenced as "the one from the north" who will call on the LORD's name.  


The fulfillment of this prophecy is the introduction to the book of Ezra.      Ezra 1:1-4
v. 26-29  Although idols cannot predict the future or bring about their predictions, the LORD can and 
does as evidenced by Cyrus' rise to power and his role in the Jews' return to Jerusalem.  False 
gods and their followers are worthless and have no power.

While in exile there were many among the Jews who remained faithful although the Babylonians worshiped false gods and idols and these believers were subjected to enormous pressure to either deny or ignore the LORD.  While the LORD was challenged often, perhaps the greatest expressions of faith were given by Daniel who continued to pray three times each day  Dan. 6:10 and Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego who refused to worship the golden image of Nebuchadnezzar and declared "Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."  Dan. 3:16-18
Chapter 42:1-25
The Great Ruler and a blind people
Isaiah's prophecies move forward in time to the future Messiah.  Many verses in Isaiah prophesy of the incarnation of Jesus.  The attached list is very helpful as we continue our study.
v. 1-13  Jesus is pictured here as the Father's Servant.  Jesus said, "I do nothing of My own initiative, but 
I speak these things as the Father taught Me."  John 8:28   The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus at
    His baptism and transfiguration.  Jesus had a quiet demeanor, even when persecuted.  1 Pet. 3:22-23
    He will endure and bring justice.  In v. 5-7 the Father, in His covenant name LORD and as the One
    who created life and all things, speaks directly to the Messiah.  V. 6 confirms a new covenant through 
    Jesus for all nations, Jews and Gentiles.  Jesus comes in righteousness, bringing light to a dark world
    and freedom from slavery to sin.  In v. 13 He is presented also as a warrior who prevails over His

    enemies. V. 8 declares the divine nature of the Messiah who is God, for the LORD will not give His  

    glory to any other.  The proper response of praise.  v. 10-12
v. 14-25  God is patient. But a time for judgment will come.  God's mercy will give sight to the blind.  In v. 19-25, in contrast to God's Faithful Servant, God's servant Israel is charged with unfaithfulness.  Idolaters will be exposed as shameful. They are spiritually deaf and blind.  It was the LORD who had exiled and dispersed His people, but Jacob (Israel) would not pay attention.  Yet, they are redeemed!
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