Lesson 7

Isaiah, Chapters 32-35

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for October 1, 2019
Israel began with Abraham:  a man, a family, tribes, a nation, a kingdom.  Through the generations God  established a people through whom He would bring about His plans for an eternal kingdom of holiness, peace and joy.  In spite of the manifestations of the presence of God among them, and in spite of the abundance of blessings they enjoyed, they turned their back on Him.  False prophets, priests who led empty worship, judges who dealt corruptly, and dishonest leaders who were drunk with their own power would lead them to face a Holy God who would punish the wicked and discipline the righteous who were acting unfaithfully.  They were secure in their own prosperity and enticed to follow the immorality of pagan idolatry.  
Together with warnings of judgment and destruction, God's prophets brought hope through a remnant who would be preserved and a vision of an eternal kingdom ruled by the Prince of Peace.  While specifying their sins, the message was to repent and return to the LORD who loves them, protects them, provides for them, and who deserves their worship and faithfulness.  But they do not listen, and they face God's hand of discipline as the nation and the city of Jerusalem will be destroyed and the people exiled.  Moses foresaw that day,  and warned future generations that unfaithfulness and idolatry would lead to God's discipline when they would be taken out of the land.  Deut. 8:8-14, 19-20;    28:36, 47-50;    31:14-18. 
In this lesson we hear from the righteous who long for and look forward to the fulfilled promises of God for the glorious future kingdom where justice is accomplished and the LORD is exalted.
Chapter 32

Thy Kingdom come

v. 1-2  Leadership and protection.     Instead of the evil and corrupt leaders Judah had in the past, the 
King in the eternal kingdom will reign righteously and princes will rule justly.  This King is 
clearly Jesus.  Isa. 9:6-7  Others will have delegated authority from the righteous King.  Jesus 
appointed faithful disciples to sit on thrones judging Israel.  Luke 22:28-30  Saints will judge the 
world and angels.  1 Cor. 6:2-3   Those who endure will reign with Jesus.  2 Tim. 2:12a   Those 
who overcome and are faithful will have authority over the nations.  Rev. 2:25-26  In this 
Kingdom, the saints will live in security when leadership is like a refuge and a shelter from the 
storms, like water and shade from a Rock in a dry and parched land.
v. 3-8  Order and reason.  Instead of rejection, the people will hear, see and understand.  Fools and 
rogues will no longer deceive and take advantage of the people, but the noble man will prevail.
v. 9-14 Another warning.   Assyria is at the door and destruction is approaching.  Women, who are 
often the most vulnerable and dependent in the society, are warned to not be complacent but be 
prepared for difficult times which are only one year ahead.  The enemy will pillage the land and 
crops will be destroyed.  They are no longer secure, and their disobedience will lead to the 
withdrawal of God's blessings.  The LORD is their refuge, and they should turn to Him.
v. 15-20  Until.  The Spirit will be poured out on them, the fields will be fertile again, justice and 
righteousness will prevail, there will be peace and protection forever in the Eternal Kingdom.

While the wicked will suffer because of their sin, the righteous also suffer because of the wicked.  Paul's encouragement was that the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  Rom. 8:18   And Peter acknowledged the suffering of this life characterizing it as only for a little while, and the God of all grace who called you to His eternal glory in Christ will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  1 Pet. 5:10   And according to His promise, we are looking for a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  2 Pet. 3:13
Chapter 33

Thy will be done
v. 1    A warning.  This warning has immediate reference to Assyria but looks even to future powers 
that act against Israel.  Their treachery and destruction will come to an end as they are destroyed.
v. 2-4  Some repentance.  Those who have heeded God's warnings turn to him seeking His grace and 
salvation.  When others flee, God will be honored.  The bounty of the land belongs to the LORD 
and not to those who would plunder and destroy. 
v. 5-6  Future restoration.  These verses recognize that repentance brings restoration. God's people will 
exalt the LORD and live in a land filled with righteousness, wisdom, knowledge and fear of the 
LORD.  This is another reference to the Eternal Kingdom for which every believer longs.

v. 7-9  Imminent and future destruction.  As Assyria surrounded Jerusalem, men of war and 
ambassadors of peace would fail to hold off the invasion, a siege of the city cut off all travel and 
trade with the outside world, lush forests and fields were destroyed by the enemy.
v. 10-14  Judgment exalts the LORD.  At the appointed time, and God's timing is always perfect, God 
will judge the oppressors with destruction.  Those who are far away references both distance and 
time and instills fear in those who are subject to God's wrath.
v. 15-24  Blessings for the righteous.  These verses point out specific expectations for those who are 
righteous and will live in the Eternal Kingdom.  They will be secure (16), they will be in the 
presence of the King (17), they will remember but no longer see sin of the past (18-19), they will 
live in peace and never leave (20), they will be protected (22), they will not need to help or 
defend
themselves (23), and there will be healing and forgiveness (24).
Chapter 34

Judgment against all the nations
While there is no real reason to assume chronological sequence in these prophecies, over and over we have seen how severe and certain God's judgment is against the enemies of His people.  The time period for these prophecies is most logically as Assyria was taking the northern kingdom captive and into exile, destroying everything in its path.  Israel was defeated in 722 BC and the Assyrian army continued to expand their empire eventually taking Egypt and Ethiopia.  Much of Judah would fall to Assyria, but Jerusalem would be protected by God.
v. 1-4  God's indignation and wrath against all the nations here is evident by the stench of rotting corpses 
and blood drenched mountains, and God's judgment will be evident even in the heavens.

v. 5-7  A sword is symbolic of authority over life and death.  God's sword is drawn against Edom, the 
descendants of Esau who were outside the covenant lineage, specifically naming Bozrah, one of 
the principal cities of Edom.  Here Edom represents all who are devoted to destruction because 
of their sinfulness and rejection of God.  The land will be saturated with blood as God's sword 
takes the sacrifices, the animals named, which had not been offered by a rebellious people.
v. 8  God's reason for judgment is stated clearly in this verse:  vengeance, recompense for Zion.

v. 9-15  The destruction of Edom will remain for generations.  Brimstone and burning pitch describe the 
evidence of God's wrath.  Gen. 19:23; Deut. 29:23; Psa. 11:6  Humanity can no longer inhabit 
the area and only unclean birds and animals will live there.  There is no need for government nor 
cities; it remains a place of desolation.
v. 16-17  All these prophecies through Isaiah are as certain as the sovereignty of God.  

The finality of judgment described here is understood to be carried forward to the final judgment when all "Babylon" will suffer the same fate.

Chapter 35

Zion's future blessings
v. 1-2  Just as  Edom will bear God's wrath and become barren, Zion will flourish under God's blessings 
and the desert will bloom like the fertile land of Lebanon bringing joy and celebration. The 

Arabah is a plain or desert south of the Dead Sea.  Carmel and Sharon are fertile areas near the 
Mediterranean Sea.  In Zion's prosperity, the LORD will be glorified.
v. 3-6  Anticipating this restoration, those who are tired and weak will be encouraged, the fearful will 
take courage, the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the lame will leap for joy, the mute will speak 
and the people will be secure.  

v. 7-10  The land will have water, and the unclean and fools will not travel on the Highway of Holiness.  
This phrase is used to describe the way of the redeemed who return to Jerusalem.  They will 
travel without threat of danger, but with shouts of joy as sadness and sorrow will not be known.

Woe:  A warning and a curse

To fully appreciate God's love and forgiveness, it is necessary to have an understanding of God's holiness and justice.  As we have studied God's wrath upon wickedness, we can go back through these chapters and identify the specific sins which bring judgment, and severe judgment it is, by looking at the word which identifies God's warning and pending curse and the ones to whom the "woe" is given.
Isa. 1:4  Woe, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act 
corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They 
have turned away from Him. 
Isa_3:9  The expression of their faces bears witness against them, And they display their sin like Sodom; 
They do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.
Isa_3:11  Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, For what he deserves will be done to him.
Isa_5:8  Woe to those who add house to house and join field to field, Until there is no more room, So 
that you have to live alone in the midst of the land!
Isa_5:11  Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue strong drink, Who stay up 
late in the evening that wine may inflame them!
Isa_5:18  Woe to those who drag iniquity with the cords of falsehood, And sin as if with cart ropes;
Isa_5:20  Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for 
darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!
Isa_5:21  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes And clever in their own sight!
Isa_5:22  Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine And valiant men in mixing strong drink,
Isa_6:5  Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among 
a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."
Isa_10:1  Woe to those who enact evil statutes And to those who constantly record unjust decisions,
Isa_10:5  Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the staff in whose hands is My indignation,
Isa_24:16  From the ends of the earth we hear songs, "Glory to the Righteous One," But I say, "Woe to 
me! Woe to me! Alas for me! The treacherous deal treacherously, And the treacherous deal very 
treacherously."
Isa_28:1  Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, And to the fading flower of its glorious 
beauty, Which is at the head of the fertile valley Of those who are overcome with wine!
Isa_29:1  Woe, O Ariel, Ariel the city where David once camped! Add year to year, observe your feasts 
on schedule.
Isa_29:15  Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the LORD, And whose deeds are done in a 
dark place, And they say, "Who sees us?" or "Who knows us?"

Isa_30:1  "Woe to the rebellious children," declares the LORD, "Who execute a plan, but not Mine, And 
make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, In order to add sin to sin;

Isa_31:1  Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help And rely on horses, And trust in chariots because 
they are many And in horsemen because they are very strong, But they do not look to the Holy 
One of Israel, nor seek the LORD!

Isa_33:1  Woe to you, O destroyer, While you were not destroyed; And he who is treacherous, while 
others did not deal treacherously with him. As soon as you finish destroying, you will be 
destroyed; As soon as you cease to deal treacherously, others will deal treacherously with you.

Isa_45:9  "Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker—An earthenware vessel among the vessels of 

earth! Will the clay say to the potter, 'What are you doing?' Or the thing you are making say, 'He 
has no hands'?
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