Lesson 6

Isaiah, Chapters 28-31

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for September 24, 2019
The words of Jesus:

But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right and the goats on the left.  Then the King will say to those on His right, "Come, you who are blessed of your father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. . . ."  Then He will say to those on His left, "Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels."








Matt. 25:31-34, 41
Through Isaiah, the LORD called for His people to return to Him, but they would not listen.  They had

rebelled against Him and His law to follow the sinful pursuits of the unbelievers around them.  They reveled in their prosperity and blessings and ignored the chastening hand of God through nations which would conquer their land, destroy their holy city, bring carnage to the people, and send them out of the land that God had given them.  The northern kingdom of Israel was conquered and exiled by Assyria, but Isaiah would not live to see Babylon victorious over Jerusalem.  Yet, God always fulfills His word and these things will come to pass.  History has recorded the exactness of the prophecies through Isaiah and others whom God has sent, and there are many prophecies yet to be fulfilled.  Almost 3,000 years since Isaiah, we are living in a time of pending prophecies which include the return of Jesus, the final judgment, and the establishment of the Eternal Kingdom.
In broad strokes, so far we have learned

God blesses, protects and guides His people.  He is faithful throughout all generations, and in judgment preserves a remnant through whom He keeps His covenant promises.  God is patient with His people and is worthy of worship and faithfulness from them.  God is a just judge, punishing the unrighteous according to their deeds, and rewarding the righteous on the basis of Jesus' sacrifice and their good works.  The present time period on earth will end with Jesus' second coming when all humanity will face the final judgment.

The question is:  In light of what has been revealed for us, how should we live?

"Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; And see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way."  Psa. 139:23-24
As we continue, Isaiah's prophecies turn specifically toward Israel and Judah.  Great distress is coming, and the people will be desperate to survive.  What are they to do?  Where are they to turn?  Do their leaders have the answer, or do they have to determine their individual futures?

Chapter 28:1-13

A warning to Ephraim (Israel)
When Solomon's kingdom split at his death, the northern kingdom of Israel was led by Jeroboam who was of the tribe of Ephraim, the largest tribe along with Manasseh.  The southern kingdom was ruled by direct descendants of David, all from the tribe of Judah.  Benjaminites and Levites were also in Judah.
The northern kingdom of Israel will be conquered by Assyria in 722 BC, and Judah will also be under severe threat from this enemy.  While many cities in Judah will fall, Jerusalem will be protected by God.
v. 1-4   When Israel was conquered by Assyria, Isaiah had been prophesying against them for 18 years.  
Israel's fall should have been a loud warning for Judah.  "Woe" is a warning and a curse.  

Although the land was blessed, their leaders behaved like drunkards.  God's judgment is coming 
like a fierce storm and a great flood.  Their leaders will be cast down or "laid low" and trampled.  
The nation will be gone as quickly as someone plucking and eating the first ripe fig.
v. 5-6  In that day of judgment, the remnant of the righteous will honor the LORD.  They have been 
protected and preserved when justice was meted out.  Their strength is in Him.

v. 7-8  False prophets and teachers have plagued believers throughout history, and even today.  In these 
verses they are described as having ecstatic behavior, reeling while having visions and being 
drunk when rendering judgment.  They live in their own filth.  The people do not have godly


spiritual leadership.
v. 9-13  Those who are warned ignore Isaiah (just like God said they would.  Isa. 6:9-10).  They consider 
him childish and simple, without a clear message.  But God is absolutely clear, and He speaks to 
be understood even when He is perceived only as speaking with a stammering tongue or in a 
foreign language.  In other words, they can't blame God that they don't understand, and they will

bear the consequences.

Chapter 28:14-29

A warning to Jerusalem's leaders
Jerusalem is the city where Jehovah God established His name, where He was worshiped and received sacrifices, and where His people looked for leadership and justice.  The nation was ruled from Jerusalem.  From history we know that Judah had made a treaty with Egypt for protection from Assyria,

not knowing that the advancing armies of Assyria would conquer Egypt as well.

v. 14-15  God calls their rulers scoffers.  It was God Himself they were mocking and scorning, and in 
doing so they were trying to save themselves through lies and deception, turning from truth to

pursue that which was empty and vain.
v. 16
God has provided them a refuge.  This is the building metaphor for God's Kingdom.  It begins


with the tested, costly cornerstone, firmly placed, to be built into a Temple of God.  Those who 
are in this Temple will not be disturbed, agitated, moved, uprooted.  It is a secure place.

Jesus is the cornerstone.  There is a song about this.  


In many places in Scripture Jesus is pictured as the Rock, and also as a cornerstone for His 
Temple.  The picture is so clear in Eph. 2:19-21:  Jesus is the cornerstone which sets the place 
and position for the rest of the structure, with a foundation laid by the prophets and apostles, and 
built up by the saints of God's household (family) into a holy temple in the Lord, a dwelling 
place of God in the spirit.
v. 17-22  God's dealings with them are based on righteousness and justice.  Their efforts to save 
themselves will only result in defeat, terror, and insufficient protection.  They will see God's 
extraordinary work as had happened with two great battles when the LORD had defeated their 
enemies as David fought the Philistines at Mount Perazim    2 Sam. 5:17-21  and when Joshua's 
army defeated 
their enemies at Gibeon   Josh. 10:1-11.  God's power, His victories in the past, 
and His promises for the future are sufficient reasons for them to repent from their scoffing and 
turn to 
Him.
v. 23-29  A good teacher will use something familiar to teach something of greater value.  Here Isaiah


refers to farming to illustrate how God often works with His people.  The farmer knows how to


prepare the soil and where to put the various plants anticipating that the crops would need to be

harvested differently.  The farmer is smart and knows how to bring in each harvest without


damaging the others.  Even farming follows God's wisdom which is great and His counsel


wonderful.  The message is:  So, listen!
Chapter 29


Discipline and restoration
v. 1-4  Here Jerusalem is referred to as "Ariel" which is a mature lion having strength and power.  It is 
the city where David reigned and where their holy feasts have been observed for generations.  
Yet, Jerusalem will suffer and mourn.  Their failure to turn to the LORD will bring judgment 
against the city which will suffer under siege and destruction.  Babylon would be God's 
instrument of rebuke for His Holy City. 
v. 5-8  Jerusalem's destruction will not be permanent because the LORD will judge all their enemies like 
a storm and a consuming fire, and He will destroy those who come against Mt. Zion.  Their 
victories over Jerusalem will be like a dream that is gone when they awake.
v. 9-14  But the people do not understand Isaiah's message.  They act as if blind and drunk, and as if the 
LORD has not spoken to or through these false prophets.  The message is there, but the book is 
sealed from them and they are illiterate to read and cannot hear God's voice.  They are going 
through the motions of ritualistic worship and traditions learned by rote.  As God reveals 
Himself, false worship is exposed.  
v. 15-16  The people thought they could hide their plans and their sins from God.  Although this sounds

ridiculous to us, isn't it true nonetheless?  It's as if God doesn't know our sins until they are 
confessed, and we can cover up what we have done and what we plan.  God knows His creation 
as a potter knows the clay he is molding.  Then, how can the clay think that the potter has no 
understanding?  The apostle Paul addressed this relationship that each person has with God, his


maker, in Rom. 9:18-21.  No matter our genealogy, appearance, circumstances, opportunities,


God knew us before the foundation of the world, loves us, and we are to honor and serve Him. 
v 17-24  Following discipline, there are blessings.  It is from a heart of love that God disciplines His 
children.  Heb. 12:4-11  There may be a reversal, mentioned here as the forests of Lebanon 
becoming fields and fertile fields will be forests.  In restoration, having seen and experienced 
God's correcting hand, those who had not heard nor seen will know and understand the will of 
God.  There will be healing and provision, evildoers will be destroyed, justice will reign, Israel 
will be restored, true worship of the God of Israel will resume in 
Jerusalem, and God's people 
will know the truth and receive instruction. These promises are totally fulfilled "on that day" in 
the Eternal Kingdom.
Chapter 30


Don't go down to Egypt!
v. 1-5  There is fear and anxiety when the enemy is at the door.  The people of Judah must have felt 
alone and vulnerable as the Assyrian army advanced through the northern kingdom.  They 
looked for a powerful ally and turned to Egypt for protection.  They made human plans and did 
not seek instruction from God.  A warning comes from God to his "rebellious children", "false 
sons", who add sin to sin by seeking refuge and protection from Pharaoh. God will put Egypt to 
shame and Judah will become an embarrassment to them.
v. 6-14  As the people pass through the desert area, the Negev, on their way to Egypt, the journey will be 
hard with many dangers, and they are headed to a nation that cannot help them.  God sent 
prophets to warn them, but they would not listen wanting only pleasant words.  In rejecting 
God's prophets, they are rejecting God Himself.  Their sin will be like a breach in a wall which

will be shattered like a clay pot.
v. 15-18  Their salvation will come through their repentance.  They are not to retreat but to advance 
against their enemies.  Their banner will be planted high on a hilltop.  God's strength even in 
limited numbers and force described here, are similar to the promises God made to the children 
of Israel in the wilderness as they followed God to conquer the land.  Deut. 32:30, Josh. 23:9-10  

v. 19-26  When God's people repent, there are blessings.  They will obey God's instructions and destroy 
their idols.  He will reveal Himself to them and hear their prayers, He will bless their crops, and 
they will live in His light.  God will bind up their wounds from His discipline and heal them.
v. 27-33  These verses describe the fierceness of God's power, and Assyria will be terrified.  The people 
will rejoice when they return to the LORD, the Rock of Israel.  Assyria's destruction is pictured 
as the fire of Topeth, a valley just south of Jerusalem where there had been idol worship and 
human sacrifice.  Topeth is also known as the Valley of Hinom and later as Gehenna, Jerusalem's 
city dump which came to symbolize hell because of its unquenchable fire.
Chapter 31


Trust in the LORD
v. 1-9  There are many "enemies" to be faced, too many to name.  We have financial troubles, broken 
relationships, career disappointments, health problems, and the list goes on.  This chapter 
admonishes all believers to trust God and not rely on the world for strength, resources, solutions 
or comfort.  The only blessing is in God, and both the one who seeks help from the world and the 
one in the world who gives it will be judged by Him.  Through Isaiah, God assures Jerusalem of 
His protection.  v. 5  Their salvation is not in Egypt.  Their idolatry is condemned, their enemies 
will be defeated, and the power of God will be seen in Jerusalem "in that day."
_______________________________________________
These scriptures strongly suggest some self-examination.  The world and its ruler (Satan) offer many solutions outside of God, and God's people get into trouble.  Self-help books abound in Christian book stores.  Psychology wants us to blame someone else for our misdeeds and difficulties.  Loneliness entices people to alcohol, drugs and immorality.  Anxiety needs only the latest pill.  Government handouts address some financial problems, and evil lenders put people in bondage.  
How do we drift away from following the devotion due God and the wisdom which He has given us?  We may rely on human wisdom and ignore the clear truths of Scripture.  We may neglect worship or simply "go through the motions."  We may rely on our own self-sufficiency, not seeking God's guidance and help.  We may minimize or redefine our own sin which leads to even deeper offenses.  We may follow the path of least resistance and choose convenience over obedience.  We may not take a firm stand for righteousness when we anticipate resistance or rejection, especially from those whom we love.
Life is not supposed to be easy.  To be conformed to Jesus, we must be shaped by the challenges overcome, problems solved and difficulties endured.  God gives wisdom liberally to all who ask.  
James 1:5    We must not be lured away by the vain things offered by the world, and we must remain faithful to the One who created us, loves us, saved us, provides for us, works in and through us, blesses us every day and gives us eternal life.  He is our Rock.  Do we live like we believe it?  

Don't go down to Egypt.
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