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Class Notes for September 10, 2019

Isaiah was a man of deep faith, and he was dedicated to do as he had been commissioned by the LORD.  Although his warnings to sinful people and the enemies of God and Judah were not heeded, Isaiah's visions of future judgments would happen as empires would rise and fall.  In all the war and destruction, God's sovereignty over the affairs of men and His constancy in maintaining His covenant promises are obvious themes.  We learn from history that God has always kept His promises, and He always will.
The assurance of ultimate justice is a great comfort to God's people.  God is always just to punish sin, He is never non-just in that He would fail to punish sin, and He is never unjust to punish sin inappropriately.  Although God's people are persecuted and martyred, we can be reassured in knowing that revenge belongs to the LORD, and He will repay.  

All have sinned and come short of the glory of God, including all of us who are saved from God's wrath by Jesus.  How astounding it is that while we are disciplined (corrected and taught) by a loving Father, Jesus took the punishment for all who are in Him.  Having justice on our behalf satisfied by Jesus' act of propitiation (satisfactory payment), we receive God's grace.  How very, very grateful each of us should be every minute of every day for this blessing alone.  God knew the end of time before the beginning, and He has a plan and will not change His mind.  No one can frustrate God's plan which will glorify Him; that is, reveal what is true about Him.  God is always in Plan A with no need for a Plan B.  

We should remember that Isaiah's calling came the year that King Uzziah died 740 BC and continued for 67 years until his death.  Chapters 36-39 record events of King Hezekiah's reign 715-686 BC.  The prophecies therefore were given over a considerable length of time, and they are not given chronologically.  Also the poetic language and unfamiliar geographical and historical references make interpretation difficult.  We will continue to focus on the character and purposes of God.

Chapters 18-20
The future for Egypt and Ethiopia
In our study up to this time, these two nations have not received any attention.  The kingdoms which had received God's judgment to this point were all north and east of Judah.  Each kingdom seemed larger than the one before it although the land size of Persia exceeded both Greece and Rome.  Coming in succession were Israel/Syria, Assyria 875-627 BC, Babylon 612-539 BC, Mede/Persia 539-332 BC, Greece 323-146 BC and then Rome until 4th century AD.  Following the fall of the Roman Empire, the westernmost area of Persia was unconquered and the Persian culture would spread and give birth to Islam in the latter part of the 6th century (Mohammed).  Occupation by Muslims in the Holy Land gave rise to the Crusades in the 10th through the 13th centuries.
Egypt and Ethiopia are located in the northeastern corner of Africa in land that is divided by tributaries of the Nile River.  Ethiopians descended from Noah's son Ham who was named Cush.  Ethiopians are identified as Cushites in Scripture and Moses' wife was a Cushite.  Num. 12:1  Ethiopia had benefitted from the protection of Egypt as a major power on the world stage, but Egypt was no longer dominant as it had been under the Pharaohs centuries earlier. It was the Assyrian Empire which would expand between 680 and 627 BC and be the first in these prophecies to conquer Egypt and Ethiopia.  Occupation by Babylon and then Persia would follow.  
In Chapter 18 God is pictured as waiting patiently for the right time.  Destruction is pictured as birds of prey and beasts of the earth feasting on carcasses left in the fields.  Verse 7 indicates that many will go to Jerusalem seeking favor from Jehovah.

Chapter 19 turns attention to Egypt.  Their idols will prove useless in their defense, the people will be terrified and demoralized, and civil war will break out.  Former Egyptian rulers will be shown to be foolish.  There will be no work for the people, and they will suffer famine.  Their new ruler will be a cruel master.  Beginning in v. 16 there is a far prophecy of the second coming of Jesus.   Isaiah describes a future time when Egypt will turn to the LORD who will rule His Kingdom from Jerusalem.  Instead of being a terror to Judah, Egypt will fear Judah.  Egyptians will speak the language of Judah and erect altars to Jehovah.    V. 22 states that the LORD's judgment against Egypt will ultimately result in their turning to Him and He will heal them.  There will be peace among former enemies, and Judah will be a blessing "in the midst of the earth" because the LORD has blessed them, true to His promise to Abraham.  Gen 12:2
Chapter 20 has a combined prophecy for Egypt and Ethiopia.  Verse 1 sets a time and place for this prophecy.  Sargon ruled Assyria from 722-705 BC.  Ashdod was a principal city of the Philistines and is the place of events of 1050 BC recorded in 1 Samuel 5:1-7:2.  When Ashdod was captured by Assyria, Egypt and Ethiopia would have three years' warning.  That warning came as Isaiah was instructed by God to go naked and barefoot for three years as a demonstration of what was on the horizon for those two nations.  People who had fled the coastland seeking refuge in Egypt and Ethiopia knew there would be no escape.  v 6
Chapter 21

Babylon's destruction
Now back to Babylon.  History records that Assyria, Babylon and Persia successively conquered and occupied Egypt and Ethiopia.  But for Isaiah, that is all in the future.  This prophecy continues the condemnation of Babylon which we studied in Chapters 13 and 14.  Focusing on the southern part of the Babylonian kingdom, the fertile area near the Persian Gulf is described as becoming a wilderness.  The invading nations, Elam and Media, are named as the next dominant empire in v. 2-10.  Using strong language to describe his own reaction to this vision, Isaiah uses words like harsh, anguish, bewildered and horror.  God instructs Isaiah to post a watchman for destruction is coming for Babylon.  And the outcome is proclaimed:  "Fallen, fallen is Babylon."  Their idols are shattered and their people afflicted.  
The vision shifts to the fate of Edom and Arabia which are located east and south of Judah.  During successive conquests, people have fled to these two nations and to Judah for refuge.  But they will not be spared.  The warning is to be watchful through the night because their retreat from destruction will not last very long.  The cities mentioned here are in Arabia toward the Red Sea.  
Chapter 22:1-14
Jerusalem's destruction foretold
But what about Jerusalem?  Although the northern kingdom of Israel would fall and never return and cities in Judah had been conquered, Jerusalem was protected by God.  What is its future?  This oracle or word from the LORD must have been particularly distressing for Isaiah.  Here Jerusalem is called the valley of vision with reference to the frequent revelations and visions given by God in this city.  
Isaiah asks, "What is the matter with you?"  Their behavior celebrated that they had not been overrun by Assyria when they should have been mourning and repenting.  These verses anticipate Jerusalem's conquest at the hands of Babylon.  Their leaders did not stay to protect the city, but fled.  However, they were not spared but captured as Babylon advanced.   2 Kings 24 and 25  Isaiah's distress is expressed in v 4:  Let me weep bitterly, do not try to comfort me concerning the destruction.  There will be panic, confusion and destruction.  They will remember when Assyria (Elam and Kir) besieged the city.  The valleys around Jerusalem will be filled with the chariots of the enemy.  Beginning in v. 8 reference is made to their dependence on the weapons which had been stored in the house built by Solomon and on the walls around the city.  Although they had prepared for siege by collecting water in reservoirs and even tearing down houses to strengthen the walls, they had not turned to the LORD for protection nor had they heeded the prophetic warnings.
 The circumstances should have brought the people to distress and repentance, but they turned to revelry and indulgence.  "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we may die."  Their arrogance and pride would lead to their destruction.  They would not be forgiven. 

Chapter 22:15-25
Shebna and Eliakim
Here two of Jerusalem's leaders are singled out.  Shebna was prime minister, an official second only to the king, sometimes called a steward.  These verses tell of his pride in building a grand tomb as a memorial to himself which would have preserved his fame for future generations.  Through Isaiah, the LORD tells Shebna that his future is not secure.  Far from the fame he expected, he will die a shameful death in a foreign country.  His high position will be removed and he will be demoted to "scribe" during the reign of Hezekiah.  Isa. 36:22   When Shebna was demoted, Eliakim replaced him.  His power and authority are described in v. 21-24, and the recognition and fame which Shebna coveted will go to Eliakim.  Until v. 25 when after faithful service, "the secure peg" will also fall.   As these prophecies about the destruction of Jerusalem come to a close, Isaiah reminds the people that these are not his own words, for the LORD has spoken.

Chapter 23

Judgment on Phoenicia
Tyre was the capital city of Phoenicia, a nation of great strength due primarily to its warships.  Phoenicia, like Philistia, was not part of the nation of Israel.  There had been alliances with Israel in the past.  Tyre had supplied lumber for King Solomon's temple and sailors for his navy.  But Phoenicia meets a formidable enemy.  Tarshish was in Spain and would have had large trading ships which could navigate the Mediterranean.  They are mentioned frequently in Scripture.  Tarshish would wage war against Tyre for many years, bringing the city under siege five times by 332 BC.  It was Alexander the Great who finally took the city.  This prophecy was also given through Ezekiel.  Ezek. 26:3 - 27:36
Sidon was another important seaport city of Phoenicia.  It represents the nation's response as it saw Tyre destroyed.  Grain from Egypt would not be received.  v. 3    v. 4 is a metaphor for the desolation of Sidon.  In v. 6-9 reports that Phoenicians who had scattered to other regions would mourn over Tyre.  It is the LORD who has caused the downfall of Tyre and Sidon (Canaan) and its strongholds are demolished.   v. 12-16 refer to the destruction brought by Assyria and Babylon.  The city conquered by Tarshish was not the glorious place it had once been.  

v. 15-17  A time frame is given here for the devastation of Tyre:  70 years when they will be a forgotten city.  Some historians identify this as 700 to 630 BC.  To recover, Tyre is pictured as a harlot who sang for attention.  As the city recovers its prosperity with the LORD's help and purpose, it will bring  financial support for Judah.
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