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Isaiah, Chapters 13-18

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for September 3, 2019
Even though Uzziah was a righteous king, Judah's prosperity, military success, and fortified defenses had made the people prideful and given them a false sense of security and no reliance on the LORD.    Judah had rebelled and turned against God, they paraded their sins and did not even try to hide them, their leaders were immature and men had abandoned the leadership responsibilities given them by the LORD.   Their ritualistic and meaningless worship was an abomination to God.   Judgment was near, and God called Isaiah to give a final warning to Judah and the surrounding nations.  The message is clear:  repent or else.
During the reign of King Ahaz over Judah, Israel and Syria had formed an alliance and their armies marched south intent on conquering all of Judah with Jerusalem as their ultimate goal.  Many cities would fall, but Jerusalem would stand firm because of the LORD's protection.  Isaiah foresaw the defeat and destruction in most of the land, but God's judgment would come on Judah's enemies.  Israel and Syria would be conquered by Assyria as that nation rose to power.  In 722 BC Assyria conquered all of the northern kingdom and took its inhabitants into exile.  True to God's judgment, Israel would not have a remnant preserved, and by the next generation their national and tribal identities were no more.  
Judah would survive Assyria's continuing assaults for another 136 years until the next conquering nation, Babylon, would bring God's judgment and Judah's exile to Babylon in 586 BC.  Although Assyria and Babylon would be instruments of God's judgment, they too are accountable to Him and will also suffer judgment.  Through Isaiah, God specifically warns His people about where their rebellion against Him is taking them, yet they will not listen.  God is angry, and His hand of judgment remains held out.
Interlaced among the messages of judgment, the LORD sends messages of hope about two different times in the future of His people.  In the near future righteous remnant will be preserved and God would keep His covenants concerning the people and the land promised through Abraham and David.  A distant future divine Savior would be uniquely born who would establish His kingdom and bring lasting peace to the land.  Jesus' incarnation would begin to fulfill these prophecies as He came to establish the Kingdom of God which is now but not yet fully revealed until His second coming.
In the 700 years prior to Jesus' incarnation, nation after nation rose to power and conquered the land of Judah.  Israel and Syria were conquered by Assyria, Assyria fell to Babylon, the Medes and Persians overthrew Babylon, and the Persian Empire was conquered by Greece, and Greece by Rome.  Constant war.  Almost every generation would experience a new dominant empire.  As we read about the events of Isaiah's lifetime, a repeated theme is that the LORD is sovereign over all these events and the center of His attention is Jerusalem.  God's warnings to Judah's enemies continue through our lesson today.

Isaiah 13:1-22
Prophecies against Babylon
When this prophecy was given, Babylon was not yet a world power.  Babylon was established by the evil Nimrod and is well known in Scripture for the tower which was being built there to "reach into the heavens and make a name for ourselves" Gen. 11:3  until the LORD confused the languages.  
In v. 2-5 it is the LORD of hosts (armies) Himself who is summoning armies against Babylon.  
In verses 6-16, the terrifying extent of destruction of the land and the people is described.  In v. 9 reference to the "day of the Lord" foreshadows the seconding coming of Jesus and judgment on "Babylon" which represents all that is in opposition to Him.  
Symbolically, Babylon represents the opposite of all that is Jerusalem.  In Revelation, final judgment is described in vivid terms.  Babylon the Great has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality.  Rev. 14:8  Babylon the Great is called "the mother of harlots and of the abominations of the earth."  Rev. 17:5  Yet, Babylon falls and is seen as "a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird."   The spread of her immorality and sensuality is universal.  Rev. 18:2-3   But Babylon will be judged by the Lord God and "her plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire."  Rev. 18:8
v. 17-20 name the Medes as the nation which will bring the downfall of Babylon.  The Medes and Persians were in alliance during that period of history, but the Median Empire will fade while the Persian Empire will strengthen.  The Persians, ruled by Cyrus, would support the return of the Jews to Jerusalem with Ezra and Nehemiah.  Ezra 1:1    v. 19 describes the fate of Babylon as comparable to that of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Isaiah 14:1-23
Prophecy against the king of Babylon
v. 1-3 look forward to the return and restoration of covenant Israel.  
v. 4-21 ridicule the king of Babylon and rejoice in the triumph of the LORD and demise of Babylon's ruler.  At that time, his lofty status will be reversed and death welcomes him.  While Babylon represents the opponent of Jerusalem, the king of Babylon is symbolic of Satan who rules over Babylon.  v. 12-14 picture the pride and evil ambition of the Babylonian king (and Satan) and v. 15-21 assure his judgment.  The LORD's determination is again stated in v. 22-23.
Isaiah 14:24-28
Prophecy against Assyria
Judgment against Assyria has already been given in Ch. 10:5-19.  Assyria was God's instrument of judgment against the northern kingdom of Israel and Syria, and Assyria advanced into Judah, capturing many of the outlying cities but not Jerusalem, although the holy city was their ultimate goal.  10:11  
The king's pride is recorded in 10:13-14 and the judgment of God in 10:15-19.
Again in Chapter 14, verses 24-28, this judgment is repeated and God's hand remains stretched out against Assyria and all nations under judgment.  No one can frustrate the LORD.  v. 27  This word from God came to Isaiah the year that King Ahaz died, 715 BC, which was seven years after the northern kingdom of Israel had been conquered and taken away in captivity by Assyria which still occupied the land.  The abiding wrath of God against those who do not obey His Son is confirmed in John 3:36.
Isaiah 14:29-32
Prophecy against Philistia
The Philistines were mighty warriors.  Remember Goliath?  God took Moses on a southern route to the Promised Land because on a northern, but shorter, route they might encounter the Philistines, be discouraged and turn back.  When the spies went into the Promised Land, they reported that there were fortified cities and giants in the land.  Num. 15:27-30  Although Israel never conquered Philistia even under King David, they had alliances but constant battles would arise.  Philistia will not survive the oncoming Assyrian army. The only hope is for those who seek refuge in the LORD, in Zion (Jerusalem).
Isaiah 15:1 - 16:14
Prophecy against Moab
Moab and Ammon were grandsons of Lot by incest with his two daughters.  Gen. 19:30-38    
In the generations that followed, both families were known for their idolatry and immorality, and the Moabites had a corrupting influence on the people of Israel, perhaps most notably the incident at Peor.  Num. 25:1-9   Through the years there had been alliances between the two nations, and Jesus' ancestor Ruth was a Moabite.  All descendants of Lot, the Moabites and Ammonites, were forbidden to enter the assembly of Israel.     Deut. 23:3, Neh. 13:1.  

15:1-9  Moab was not a very large country, about 30 square miles.  Its major cities were Ar and Kir.  Their idolatry is shown to be fruitless, as they wept at Dibon recalling that their god Chemosh had failed to deliver them.  (An altar to Chemosh, a cruel god who demanded child sacrifices, had been raised by Solomon in Jerusalem and not destroyed until Josiah was king almost 300 years later.)   There was wailing throughout the land of Moab.  Shaving one's head and beard expressed disgrace and humiliation.  Many Moabites had fled their land.  v. 5
16:1-12 continues the distress of Moab naming cities as they came under attack.  Many will seek refuge in Judah and may remain there. v. 4   Assyria will eventually be no more.  Hope lies only in the future when a righteous descendant of David will rule in Judah.  v. 5
16:13-14 gives a specific time frame during which Moab to retain its own glory.  In 715 BC the Assyrian king, Sargon, conquered Moab.  A remnant of Moab will remain.  Babylon did not receive such a reprieve. 

Isaiah 17:1-14
Prophecy against Syria and the Northern Kingdom
The first enemy against Judah was an alliance between Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel.  This was essentially civil war as the northern tribal descendants of Jacob were at war with the southern tribes.  This alliance is identified in these verses as Damascus, the city which was the capital of Syria.  It was a major commercial city because of its location on a trade route between Mesopotamia and Egypt.  Ephraim, the largest tribe in the northern kingdom, is a reference to Israel.  These verses prophesy difficult days ahead when God will strip the land of its prosperity as a farmer would harvest a crop. v. 5
Fortified cities would return to wilderness.  
v. 7-8 refer to this day of judgment when those who are righteous will look to the Holy One of Israel with no regard for the idolatry which has been practiced.   
v. 9  God's reason for judgment is given in v. 10:  They had abandoned God and they had not turned to Him for refuge.  
In v. 12-14  Isaiah turns his attention back to the advancing armies against Judah, and pronounces a woe or curse on them.  God's rebuke will strike terror, and before morning they are gone.

__________________________________
And God's message through Isaiah against His enemies, those who war against His people, is not yet complete as our study of these prophecies continues next week.
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