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Class Notes for November 12, 2019

Our salvation is a free gift from God, but it came at great cost to Him.  The holiness of God and the sinfulness of man would be irreconcilable if it were not for the sacrificial death of Jesus who, having no sin of His own, bore the sins of all those who would be saved in Him.  Jesus' atoning work on the cross satisfied our sin debt, and Jesus' righteousness, having fulfilled all of the Law on our behalf, was imputed or attributed to us by the Father.  As a result, we have positional righteousness before God (already seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, Eph. 2:6) and functional righteousness as we are working out our salvation   Phil. 2:12   through the Holy Spirit given to us  John 16:13-15 and a loving Father who disciplines us   Heb. 12:7-8.  Believers can understand their covenant relationship with God as a marriage, defined and demonstrated by Jehovah who claimed Israel as His wife, and by Jesus whose bride is the church.

So, what difference does this make?  All the difference in the world!  At the moment of justification, each person who is saved has peace with God, the Lord Jesus Christ as mediator, access to the Father, faith which is the enabling power of God, grace which is God's benevolence toward us, hope for now and eternity, a new perspective on suffering, and God's love poured out through the Holy Spirit.  

Rom. 5:1-5   Saints, those who are sanctified and set apart for God, are witnesses to the world of the only Creator, Redeemer, Savior, Holy God.  And we have to ask, "How am I doing?"

Isaiah's message from God is that sin will be punished, the righteous will be rewarded, and God's purposes in all of creation will be accomplished resulting in an eternal kingdom for the righteous.

Chapter 56  

The obedient are blessed
v. 1-2  As we begin this chapter, Isaiah turns his attention to how God's people are to live in light of the suffering of the Messiah, the free gift of salvation, and the revealed purposes of God to establish His eternal kingdom.  They are to live in anticipation of the revelation of God's salvation and righteousness, a reference to the promised Messiah.  Two commands:  preserve justice and do righteousness; and two prohibitions:  do not profane the sabbath (worship) and avoid evil deeds.  

v. 3-8  Through Moses the people had been given strict instructions about worship and who would be permitted to come before the LORD in the tabernacle/temple with no latitude for innovation.  Those who were outside the legitimate covenant descendants of Abraham, foreigners and some named specifically, and eunuchs.  Deut. 23:1-3   Physically defective Levites were not permitted to serve in the tabernacle.  Lev. 21:17-23  Now there is a new revelation from God:  faithful foreigners and eunuchs would no longer be excluded.  God's house would be a memorial and an everlasting name to God's grace.  

Israel's name for their memorial in Jerusalem to Holocaust victims is found in v. 5,  Yad Vashem.  

Yad is Hebrew for memorial which means an open hand of power.  Yashem is Hebrew for name, a mark of individuality, honor and character.  Honoring the people of God may be one way of honoring the name of God.  Isaiah has made many references to the importance of the name of the LORD being honored in Jerusalem.  Isa. 12:4, 25:1, 29:23, 42:8, 50:10, 51:15, 55.13.

Evidence of conversion and faithfulness is given in v. 6:  identifying with the LORD, ministering to Him, loving the LORD's name, serving, keeping the sabbath, and consistent obedience to the covenant.

Their prayers will be joyful and their offerings and sacrifices will be accepted.  v. 7  In v. 8 there is a repetition of the expectation of future expansion and growth of those who serve the LORD.

v. 9-12  These verses give a warning concerning Israel's enemies.  They are like wild beasts waiting to devour the flock.  The watchmen described here are false prophets who will not give a warning to the people.  They are shepherds without understanding (dogs), self-centered and greedy.  They indulge in pleasures assuming that each future day will be the same as today.
Chapter 57

Unfaithful Israel is confronted
v. 1-2  Although righteous and devout people perish and no one seems to take notice or understand, there is assurance that God's blessings of peace and rest await them as their lives are concluded.  Trusting in the truth of God's word gives us a perspective past what we can see or experience.

v. 3-10  Those who are not righteous are described as having their origins in evil with no status to mock others.  Their evil worship included child sacrifices, pagan rites among the trees and in high places, corrupt offerings, immorality and putting names of false gods on their doorways.  They sent envoys to faraway places seeking even more gods, enduring exhaustion and even death but not giving up.  

v. 11-13  The people had forgotten God because He had been silent.  Their feigned righteousness and deeds did not gain merit with Him.  They had relied on idols when their refuge should have been in God.

v. 14-21  The LORD maintains a way for them to return to Him, yet He warns that He will not contend with them forever.  They are suffering discipline, but the LORD will heal, restore and comfort them.  They will praise Him and find peace, but there is no peace for the wicked.

Chapter 58

False worship

v. 1-4  Worship had been corrupted and become empty ritualism.  As Isaiah began this prophecy, the meaningless sacrifices and prayers of the people were condemned.  Isa. 1:11-15  A trumpet called the people to worship and was used to sound an alarm when the enemy was near.  Lev. 23:24, Num. 10:9, 10  By this trumpet sound, the people of God are called to repentance for their transgressions and sins.  The people were willing to show outward evidence of their piety by fasting and praying, but the way they lived denied sincerity, and they were in disobedient rebellion against the moral demands of the LORD.  From the beginning of God's message to them through Isaiah, their rebellion had been condemned.  

Isa. 1:2-5  

v. 5-12    Fasting.  The purpose of sincere fasting is given in these verses.  It is an exercise in true humility, coming before the LORD with a bowed head and an attitude of mourning.  Fasting is a time for repentance and rejection of any wickedness.  An attitude of confession and repentance of one's own sins leads to acts of charity and reconciliation.  The benefits of a practice of fasting include an increased witness for righteousness and strength which comes from walking with the LORD.  Prayers will be heard, strength and guidance will come from the LORD, and blessings will flow to others.  

A reference is made to the faithful servant who will repair the breach and restore the streets, an obvious reference to the faithfulness which will be required after the exile as a remnant returns to Jerusalem. 

v. 13-14  The Sabbath.  The word "sabbath" means seventh.  The fourth commandment given through Moses was to keep the sabbath.   Ex. 20:8-11  The requirements for this weekly sabbath was to not do any work . . . none.  This day was declared holy, set aside for the LORD, and was a sign of the covenant which God made with the people through Moses.  Ex. 31:12-17, Ezek. 20:12, 20     No other nations practiced the sabbath requirements, which set Israel apart.  Other sabbaths, holy convocations, which were observed included Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.  There was also a sabbath rest for the land when crops were not to be planted or harvested.  Ex. 23:10-11, Lev. 25:2-7, Deut. 15:1-10, 31:10-13
v. 14 points to the blessings of sabbath keeping for Israel.
The sabbath commemorates God's creation rest. The church worships on the first day of the week, Sunday, which speaks of Jesus' resurrection, the first day of finished redemption.  When the Jews gathered in the synagogues or at the Temple on the sabbath, the apostles went there to proclaim the gospel.  The church worshiped on the first day of the week.  Acts 20:7
Chapter 59

Consequences of sin
v. 1-8  God is Spirit but can be communicated ways which can be understood by attributing human characteristics to God such as a hand or an ear.  That is called "anthropomorphism".  Here Isaiah proclaims that it is not God's inability to act on their behalf, but that their sins have separated them from God.  They are guilty of bloodshed, lies, and evil works.  They are eager to do evil, and they do not practice justice or peace.

v. 9-11  They can witness the results for themselves.  Justice and righteousness are far away. Looking for light, they stumble in darkness.  While they may long for justice and salvation, they will not see any.

v. 12-15a  Confessing their sins, the people acknowledge their responsibility for the suffering they are experiencing.  They stand self-condemned by their own rebellion and lies, and they have made themselves a prey for their enemies.

v. 15b-21  Hope!  The LORD saw and was displeased that there was no justice.  The answer is a Redeemer, a man of righteousness who brings both salvation and vengeance.  His justice and recompense will be according to their deeds.  God is always just, punishing and rewarding according to their deeds. He is never unjust that he would punish sin inappropriately.  He is never non-just that He would fail to punish sin. His enemies will fear the name of the LORD.  His justice will come swiftly and with power.  

However, those who turn from their sins will welcome the Redeemer.  Two gifts to all who are included in the universal and eternal church, now and forever, are named in v. 20-21:  The Redeemer and the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 60

A glorified Zion, the eternal kingdom

v. 1-9  The city of Jerusalem is elevated, and in these verses is pictured as the source of divine revelation which will bring nations and kings.  They will bring gifts of great wealth.  They come to worship and bring what will be acceptable at God's altar, including gold for a king and frankincense for a priest.  This  describes symbolically what would have been completely satisfied by the sacrifice of Christ.  Gifts brought to the Christ child by the magi also included myrrh which is not mentioned here.  Myrrh was used as a spice for burial of the dead, which is not needed by a risen Christ!  

v. 10-14  Historically Jerusalem's walls had been destroyed by foreigners, but that will change.  After the exile, while Persia and foreign residents of Judah made some contribution to the wall, it was actually rebuilt by the returning remnant of Jews.  In the New Jerusalem, foreigners will rebuild the walls with the best of supplies, and God's people will dwell secure not needing to close the gates, since all their enemies had been destroyed. 

v. 15-22  Jerusalem had been hated, oppressed and avoided, but now Jerusalem would be loved and cherished by those who desire to meet any needs.  The LORD, Savior and Redeemer will be fully revealed.  No merely adequate materials will be used, only the most valuable.  There will be peace and righteousness, salvation and praise.  Verses 19-20 introduce the description of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 and 22.  The LORD is the everlasting light.  In His incarnation, Jesus is the Light of the world.  The righteousness of God's people will glorify Him and give honor to what He has done.

This section concludes with a reminder that all of these promises are grounded in the LORD to be brought about in His time.

