Lesson 12

Isaiah, Chapters 53-55

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for November 5, 2019
We have observed recurring themes throughout our study of Isaiah.  The LORD has created all things, rules over all things, and He has a purpose in His creation.  Worship of false gods and idols will not be tolerated.  God will bring about His eternal kingdom working through His servants, including those made righteous (the remnant of Israel), those who are unrighteous (conquering empires and Cyrus), and the One who is the Holy Servant (the Messiah).  Continuous revelation by successive covenants and through His prophets, God revealed His holiness, man's sinfulness, and the necessity for a Savior.  That Savior, the Messiah, is the sacrificial Lamb of God, our Great High Priest, and the King of kings who will ultimately bring judgment on the wicked and reward for the righteous.  The Messiah will save many through both His life and death.  His life will fulfill the requirement for righteousness, and His death will pay the penalty of sin for all who belong to Him.  In Christ, and only in Christ, is salvation and eternal life.   
Chapter 53

The Suffering Messiah
Crucifixion was widely practiced historically until the time of Constantine as a method of executing offending slaves and criminals of the worst class.  Citizens of ruling empires, in particular Romans, were exempt from this punishment regardless of the offense.  While there is no evidence to conclude that Jews practiced crucifixion, to hang on a "tree" was considered being cursed by God.  Crucifixion was the most horrible form of death which was preceded by the excruciating pain of scourging, perhaps to elicit pity from those who were witnesses.  After being turned over to soldiers for execution, the condemned person was attached to a wooden cross by nails or cords, and hung about three feet off the ground.  The only act of mercy was a medicated cup of liquid to dull the senses and deaden the pain, sometimes containing myrrh.  The crucified person was left to die of injuries or exhaustion, sometimes taking as long as nine days.  If death needed to be hastened, the legs were broken so that breathing was hampered.  In most cases, the body remained on the cross to decay, and burial was forbidden with an exception made for the Jews.  

"His appearance was marred more than any man and His form more than the sons of men."  Isa.52:14b
v. 1-3  The revelations Isaiah received from God and recorded in this chapter were so astonishing that he doubted that anyone would believe him.  However, Isaiah's commission from God to bring His message came with a warning that it would not be understood.  Yet, throughout these first six verses the first person plural pronoun is repeated and pictures those who are doubting and undeserving beneficiaries.  These verses present Jesus as experiencing adverse conditions even from His youth.  It was not Jesus' environment which gave rise to His message and His ministry, but the power of the LORD.  Jesus' human appearance was hidden and did not draw people to Him.  Not only was Jesus not desirable from a human standpoint, but He was despised and forsaken.  The sorrows and grief which He bore were ours.  
v. 4-6  Human agency in Jesus' death is evident, but the origin of Jesus' sacrifice was God's plan for redemption, satisfying the penalty for our transgressions (breaking specific laws from God) and our iniquities (sinful condition and commission of sins), and resulting in our healing and well-being!  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Rom. 3:23  The wages of sin is death . . . Rom. 6:23   However, having been justified by Jesus blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  Rom. 5:9
v. 7-9  Jesus' willingness to complete His mission is expressed here.  John 10:17-18  Peter affirmed Jesus' quiet demeanor.  1 Pet. 2:23  The picture of Jesus' sacrificial offering began with the first sin when an animal skin (unidentified, but surely a lamb) was sacrificed as a demonstration of their forgiveness.  Gen. 3:21  Abel, a prophet Matt. 23:35 brought an acceptable offering from his flock for the LORD.  Gen. 3:4  This sacrifice was repeated for 4,000 years symbolizing the final and full sacrifice made by the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  John 1:29, 36  And Jesus died, cut off, for the transgressions of God's people who deserved death.  Jesus' burial is pictured in v. 9, and fulfilled in Matt. 27:57-60.
v. 10-12  Once again Scripture gives the contrast between the suffering of Jesus and its purpose in that Jesus' death was according to the LORD's plan.  Man's unjust treatment of Jesus is balanced by the saving purpose of the Servant's suffering.  In all this, God is not harsh but enormously gracious.  A guilt offering involved both sacrifice and restitution.  Lev. 5 and 6.  Therefore, Jesus' sacrifice was complete, lacking nothing.  After suffering comes vindication and exaltation.  The LORD was satisfied with Jesus' sacrifice, and many are justified by the Righteous One, the LORD's Servant.  This is substitutionary atonement or specific redemption.  Jesus died to justify many, but not each and every person for many will remain under judgment.  The justice satisfied brought propitiation or grace for those who are in Christ.  Rom. 3:25, 1 John 2:2  God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf so that we might become the righteousness of God in Jesus.  1 Cor. 5:21
Chapter 54

God's message in marriage
v. 1-3  Joyful praise is the appropriate response for the great work of God to bring His people into righteousness and the eternal kingdom in Christ.  Both the reconciliation of Israel and the mission to the Gentiles are proclaimed here.  At this time, the married woman was Israel and the "desolate one" would have been the Gentiles.  The good news will be spread abroad to nations.  Israel will increase, but the nations even more to come "into the tent" of Israel.
v. 4-10  Israel will no longer remember their shame because of their covenant relationship with the LORD.  Once again God declares that He is their husband, their Maker, God of all the earth, and Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.  This is true because God called them, not the other way around.  From Rom. 8:28-29 God's sovereignty over and action to bring about His kingdom becomes even more detailed.  In each action, God is unilaterally responsible from foreknowledge through glorification.  Our only contribution is in sanctification by our worship and obedience when we are empowered by the Holy Spirit and disciplined by our loving Father.
v. 11-17  Hope is given for those who are afflicted, storm-tossed and not comforted.  There is future glory in the eternal kingdom.  Although we may not have the words to describe this kingdom, in language that can be understood, the place is depicted as opulent and luxurious.  The people are secure and righteous, never experiencing fear or terror because they are protected by the power of the LORD.  This is their inheritance as people of God.  

As adopted children of God  John 1:12-13 we are joint-heirs with Christ  Rom. 8:16-17, Eph. 3:6, 
James 2:5.  Jesus is the mediator of the covenant of redemption through which those who are called will receive an eternal inheritance  Heb. 9:15. The Holy Spirit is given as a pledge concerning a future inheritance exclusive to those who are in Christ.  Eph. 1:9-14, Eph 5:5.  The certainty of this reward should motivate believers to faithful service.  Col. 3:23-24  This living hope, an imperishable and undefiled inheritance, is reserved in heaven  to be revealed at Jesus' return.  1 Pet. 1:3-5
Chapter 55

The free gift
v. 1-2  This is a message for thirsty people.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had a blessing for those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they will be filled.  Matt. 5:6  Salvation is a gift from God through faith and by His grace.  Eph. 2:8  Salvation is not given according to merit or good works. 

1 Cor. 1:26-31  Our salvation came at a great cost to Jesus, but it is free for each and every believer.  The quality is unsurpassed and described here as satisfying and abundant.  Jesus promised living water with lasting satisfaction.  John 6:32-35
v. 3-5  The source of this free gift is in the everlasting covenant which God will make (note future tense here) comparable to the one He made with David, perhaps referencing a King.  Other nations will be included in these promises, and it will be a kingdom which is not already known.  Our citizenship, however, is already in heaven.  Phil. 3:20  As Paul preached the gospel, he described the promised resurrection in Christ establishing this new and everlasting covenant.  Acts 13:32-39.  

v. 6-9  This is a universal call for repentance, to confess sin and to turn to God.  The connection between confession, repentance and forgiveness is confirmed in 1 John 1:9.  Addressing the obvious conclusion that such forgiveness is impossible, God reminds us that His thoughts and ways are not like those of mankind.  Paul observed, "Oh the depth of the riches of both the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! " And quoting from Isa. 40:13, "For who has known the mind of the LORD, or who became His counselor?"  Rom. 11:33-34
v. 10-11  Isaiah has already given testimony of the power and permanence of God's word.  Isa. 40:8
The effectiveness of God's word is described here as not returning empty.  There is power in the word of God.  It is "living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart."

Heb. 4:11  God's word is inspired and infallible.  It is powerful in teaching, correcting, and training in righteousness. 2 Tim. 3:16 Psalm 119 is a tribute to the word of God and the longest chapter in the Bible.  
Jewish marriage traditions
Marriage covenants have some parallel with God's covenant relationship with His people.  God identifies Himself as the Husband of Israel, and Jesus claims the church as His bride.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of God's people to demonstrate this divine relationship in human marriage.  To do this perfectly is impossible, but we are to be faithful to what we know and obey to the best of our ability.

Jewish marriage traditions have historically followed the following pattern:
Betrothal. The prospective bridegroom goes to the bride's home, pays a price, sets her apart, and leaves.

Preparation.  The bridegroom leaves to return to his father's house to prepare their home.

Return.  At an undisclosed and unannounced time, the bridegroom would return to receive his bride.

Consummation.  Returning to His father's house, the marriage would be consummated and celebrated.
The Church is the bride of Christ.  He left his Father's home to come to earth to pay the price to purchase her.  He set her apart as holy, and left to prepare an eternal place for them.  Jesus will return at an unknown time to receive His bride, the final resurrection will precede consummation of the marriage covenant and be celebrated at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
1

