Lesson 11

Isaiah, Chapters 49-52

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for October 29, 2019
In our lesson for last week, the LORD presented His argument against idolatry.  God is the only Creator and idols are fashioned by human hands, idols cannot predict the future or bring about any blessings or adversity, idols and false gods are a burden while God is the One who protects and provides for His people.  God is the Savior, Redeemer and empowering Spirit.  God has proven Himself in the past and does not change, and He is bringing something new for His people through the promised Messiah.
Isaiah proclaims the LORD's warning to Judah of pending discipline and exile when Babylon will destroy Jerusalem and the temple.  With this message comes hope since adversity will not last forever and a faithful remnant will be restored through God's servant Cyrus, king of Persia, who will defeat Babylon and return the Jews to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and the temple.  Justice is in God's hands, and His enemies (and Israel's) will be punished.
Chapter 49:1-13
The Messiah speaks
v. 1-4  Jesus is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of God's nature.    Heb. 1:3   Sharing all divine qualities includes omnipresence, and Jesus is present at all times, throughout eternity, and not limited to His incarnation.  There are human appearances of Jesus recorded in the OT and the NT following His resurrection. Also indicated in this verse is an order of authority among the three persons of the Trinity.  Also 1 Cor. 11:3  Jesus has a message for the entire world concerning a predestined plan for His birth (incarnation) and the message He will bring when He is revealed as an arrow taken from a quiver.  In v. 3 Jesus is identified as the LORD's servant, and as the ultimate Israel through Whom the LORD will reveal His glory.  John 1:14   Although Jesus' work on earth was not universally accepted, His reward from the Father was demonstrated in His resurrection.
v. 5-7  Next, Jesus quotes the LORD concerning the purpose of Jesus' work.  Jesus' three offices are Prophet, Priest and King.  In delivering the words of the LORD, Jesus is acting in His capacity as Prophet.  Jesus will come first to Israel to restore them to the LORD, and then to the Greeks.  Rom. 1:16, John 1:11-12  Jesus' strength and honor do not come from the people but from the LORD.  Jesus' work is not limited to the restoration of Israel but extends to the end of the earth!  Although Jesus will be despised and rejected, because the LORD is faithful to His promises and has chosen Jesus for this purpose, earthly kings and princes will bow down to worship the King of kings and Lord of lords.  

Rev. 17:14, 19:16, Isa. 45:23
v. 8-13  In these verses, Jesus is still quoting the LORD, more about Jesus' mission and the restoration of Israel in keeping with God's covenant with them to set them free.  Although the land is now desolate, the LORD will provide for them and protect them.  The heavens and earth will rejoice to see the LORD's comfort and compassion for His people.
Chapter 49:14-26
Israel's complaint and the LORD's answer
Now Zion speaks in response, and their actions have been louder than their words.  They have rejected the LORD and rebelled against Him, forgetting His faithfulness in the past and not believing His promises for the future.  They have forgotten the LORD, but the LORD has not forgotten them.  
The LORD answers by the example of how a mother cares for her nursing infant child and the work of His hands on their behalf.  We put things on our fingers as reminders, like tying a string or wearing a wedding ring.  Israel is ever on God's mind as if inscribed on His palms. Beginning in v. 17, the restoration of Israel is described.  Zion's destroyers will depart as Israel's sons return.  The city will be enlarged to contain all who come to Jerusalem from all the nations.  This pictures both the reestablishment of Jerusalem on earth and the New Jerusalem of the eternal kingdom.  In v. 24-26 the LORD again encourages Israel by assuring them of His protection and defeat of their enemies.  In doing so, He will be known as their Savior, their Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.
Chapter 50

More assuring words from the Prophet Jesus
v. 1  Although Israel's sin had necessitated destruction and exile, God had not separated Himself from them nor had He sold them to anyone else.  The analogy is that the LORD did not sell their sin indebtedness to other creditors.  They still belong to Him.  Israel's relationship with the LORD is described as a marriage.  Marriage was God's idea as a primary and life-long relationship between a man and his wife to picture God's relationship to His people.  Gen. 2:24, Isa. 54:5-6, Hosea 2:19-20  Therefore, for believers, marriage is our testimony to the world of our relationship with God.
That is clearly presented in Eph. 5:22-33.  
Even in this study in Isaiah, we can see that while God does His part in maintaining the covenant relationship, His people fail.  Moses addressed this issue to sinful people in the wilderness by allowing a man to send his wife out by giving her a certificate of divorce absolving her of any accusations of adultery which would have brought a death sentence.  Even in separation, the marriage covenant was not dissolved.  Jesus clarified this distinction between what God commanded and what Moses allowed in Matt. 19:1-12. The Biblical practice of divorce would be comparable to our legal separation.  Admitting that for a marriage between believers to be a picture of God's relationship with His people, Divine guidance and intervention are required!  Because we fail so miserably in maintaining marriages, churches may allow marriage covenants to be dissolved when there is adultery, abuse or abandonment.  But none of these conditions require the covenant to be abandoned.
v. 2-3  God's power to save is the same as His power to destroy.
v. 4-9  The cooperative and empowering aspects of the relationship between the Father and the Son are described in these verses.  Jesus speaks as a disciple who has learned from a teacher with words which sustain those who are weary, He listens and obeys, and yet He suffers abuse and humiliation.  He is helped by the Father and therefore He is not disgraced nor ashamed because They stand together.  Those who are against Jesus will not persevere.
v. 10-11  A contrast is drawn in these two verses between those who fear and obey the LORD trust and rely on Him, but those who rely on their own efforts will fail.
Chapter 51

Israel admonished and encouraged
v. 1-3  "There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands; there is none who seeks for God."  Rom. 3:10-11    Only those who have been made righteous through God's salvation will understand and seek after Him.  This is a message for those who are saved to remember how they were created, Abraham's blessing of many descendants forming Israel, and the comfort and joy promised to Zion's thankful people.
v. 4-13  God's blessings will include justice and bring righteousness to all nations which is eagerly awaited.  Destruction will precede the eternal kingdom when salvation is forever and righteousness will not decrease.  In the meantime, God's people are not to fear opposition for it will fail.  God's salvation is for all generations.  Remember in the past when Egypt was defeated and the people crossed the Red Sea on dry land.  God made a way for them then, and He will make a way for the return of the exiled people.  They will be joyful, sorrow and sighing will leave.  God is the One who comforts, and He lives forever while those who oppose them will perish.  They have no need to fear their oppressors.
v. 14-23  Reassuring the people that they will soon be released from exile and that He is their protector, He commands that even though they are oppressed at the present time, they are to stand in assurance of future delivery.  In v 17-20 their misery is described as having experienced the LORD's anger and the failure of their leadership.  The next generation has also suffered and lacked strength because of the LORD's rebuke.  Then the good news!  v. 21-23  the Lord, the LORD, even their God contends for His people.  He will remove His anger and direct it toward their prideful tormentors.
Chapter 52

Redemption and restoration
v. 1-2  An announcement!  Get ready!  Things are going to change.  Jerusalem is the holy city which has been defiled by those who are unclean.  While they are now captive and bound, they will be free.
v. 3-6  Jerusalem had been handed over to Babylon by God Himself as a rebuke for Israel's sins.  Babylon had not paid for it, nor would they receive any payment when it was taken back.  Tracing a history of oppression, Egypt and Assyria and then Babylon had all rejected and blasphemed God.  They did not have legitimate cause for their actions, but it was the LORD who had purpose in these events.  Redemption from their captivity will acknowledge the LORD.  When they seek Him, He will be found.
v. 7-10  The good news of happiness and salvation:  "Your God reigns!"  Imagine the announcement arriving by messenger.  Even the feet of the one who brings this good news are beautiful.  The watchmen who first see the messenger will shout joyfully which continues as the LORD restores Zion.  Redemption is so sure that the comfort and redemption of Jerusalem are stated in the past tense.  The LORD's power is displayed publicly and all the nations of the world will see the salvation brought by God.

v. 11-12  The spiritual leaders, priests, are to be prepared.  Purify themselves for the return to Jerusalem where the temple will be rebuilt.  They will have time for they will not have to flee Babylon or leave as fugitives.  The LORD will go before them and be their rear guard.  

v. 13-15  These verses introduce the suffering to be experienced by the Messiah recorded in Chapter 53.

The Servant will be successful and will be exalted, but suffering will precede His victorious resurrection, ascension and ultimate return.  The reference to sprinkling has overtones of the high priest's sacrifices but made for many nations not exclusively for Israel.  The Servant's work will give Him supremacy over all rulers with this unprecedented revelation.
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