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Although Isaiah is a favorite prophetic book in Scripture for many Christians, it is challenging to understand because of the poetic language and symbolism in this level of Hebrew literature.  As we have studied, however, it has been important to recognize recurring themes concerning the character of God and how He brings about His purposes.  Through 4,000 years of OT history, God has progressively revealed through succeeding covenants all that was and will be fulfilled in Jesus, the promised Messiah and Redeemer for God's people.  God is consistent in condemning immorality and idolatry and in disciplining His disobedient people while bringing devastating judgment on His enemies.  Throughout these revelations God constantly reassures the faithful of preservation and restoration.  And we continue.
Chapter 43

The One True God

v. 1-2  The LORD is the, and the only, Creator and the foundation of our understanding of our relationship with Him.  The difficulty for unbelievers concerning this truth is that if God is their Creator then they are accountable to Him.  Rejecting God as their Creator requires some other explanation for existence.  Without going into a long discourse concerning the fallacies of the theory of evolution, perhaps two points would be worthy of mention.  The first principle of biology is that life can only come from life, while evolution contends that life came from some primordial soup of non-life that suddenly became a living cell which reproduced itself many times to form all life.  As this life progressed it became more complex and higher in abilities in order to survive; therefore, the fittest survived.  If one accepts this theory, then survival of the fittest is the desired and required condition.  This premise denies protection for the disabled, elderly, incompetent, non-productive, or inconvenient people.  The non-fittest must be changed to be among the "fittest" or be eliminated, justifying both abortion and euthanasia.
While God is our Creator and we are accountable to Him, He is also our Redeemer and we belong to Him.  To redeem means to buy back, pay a ransom, by a satisfactory payment, to restore that which has been lost.  For believers it means to deliver from sin and its consequences by the sacrifice of Christ.  Redemption is permanent and will not be lost.  Having been redeemed, believers are preserved and protected from even the extremes of threats:  both fire and water.  
v. 3-7  God is Creator, Redeemer, and Savior.  This is not universally true for all people.  As demonstration for Israel to understand, other nations do not have these blessings and receive the just judgment that Israel also deserves.  However, Israel is precious, honored and loved by the Holy One of Israel, also undeserved.   Deut. 7:6-8; 1 Cor. 1:26-31  God assures Israel of His presence with them and with  future generations who will be gathered from all the earth to glorify Him.

v. 8-13   These verses suggest a courtroom scene where Israel and all other nations are witnesses to the LORD's uniqueness.  He alone is eternal God.  He alone is Savior.  He alone is sovereign.

v. 14-21  Babylon is to be judged.  The One who judges is the same LORD who redeems:  Israel's Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, the LORD, Israel's Holy One, the Creator of Israel, their King.  They are to remember their past when they were preserved through the waters but their enemy was destroyed.  This is a reference to their exodus from Egypt.  However, they are not to concentrate on the past but look to the future when the LORD is going to do something new.  God will provide for them in the future as He did in the past during their wilderness experiences.  This new thing will bring praise from the people.
v. 22-28  Their past blessings should have caused them to be grateful and to worship Him properly, but they failed.  Instead of honoring God with their sacrifices, they have burdened Him with their sins.  Yet, He will forgive them just as He had forgiven their sinful forefather (either Adam, Abraham or most likely Jacob) since from the beginning and throughout its history, Israel has been characterized by sin even on the part of their spiritual leaders.  In v. 28 God brings judgment against Israel as if they are pagan, while not revoking His promise to preserve a remnant.
Chapter 44

Many false gods
v. 1-2  After a strong confirmation of divine judgment, these verses continue to assert the unique qualities of the LORD who blesses Israel, God's servant.  Both Israel and Jacob names appear often in close proximity without a clear delineation.  However, Jacob may make reference to their sinful nature and Israel referring to their being an object of God's grace.  In verse 2, there is a similar designation where contrasting names are given for Israel:  Jacob which means crooked or deceiver, and Jeshurun which means upright or straight.  This name is also found in Deut. 32:15, 33:5, 26.  
v. 3-5  God's blessings on them are both physical and spiritual, both present and future.  Perhaps there is a surprising revelation in v. 5 where those who are not Israel will belong to the LORD and will honor Israel, one of many references to future inclusion of Gentiles in covenant with God.

v. 6-8  Once again there are several divine titles and reaffirmation of characteristics.  God's uniqueness, omniscience, eternal nature, and faithfulness are listed.  There is no other Rock, which would cause memories of the first exodus from Egypt which would reassure them of an exodus from their current captivity by God's hand.

v. 9-20  The beginning statement concerning the futility and shamefulness of idolatry is followed by an illustration. The scene is an idol-maker's workshop.  The blacksmith labors to fashion an image and becomes hungry and tired, giving him no blessing.  The carpenter shapes wood, measuring and carving it to look like a man.  The wood he uses is part of God's creation which has grown by His blessings.  Part of the log is used to bake his meal and warm him, and part he makes into a graven image, falls down to worship it, and prays that it will give him some blessing.  Idolaters will never understand unless God gives them sight and changes their hearts to understand that what has been done is an abomination, and they worship only a block of wood or a piece of metal.
v. 21-23  While the idolater has formed his god, God has formed His people.  He will not forget them, He has forgiven their sins, and all creation shouts for joy that the LORD is glorified in their redemption.
v. 24-28  In these verses divine characteristics are again given in contrast to the idols which can do nothing.  The LORD is Creator, maker of all things; He is omniscient, making fools of wise men;  He is faithful to His promises;  He controls His creation and the blessings it brings;  He calls men to serve Him, like Cyrus through whom Jerusalem and the temple will be rebuilt.

Chapter 45

God's servant Cyrus

v. 1-7   Here Cyrus is referred to as the Lord's anointed.  In 44:28, Cyrus is called the LORD's shepherd who will perform all His desires.  To anoint means to set aside for a sacred purpose.  Kings and priests were anointed as symbolic of their being endowed by the Holy Spirit to perform their duties.  Cyrus' rise to power, his military success and his wealth were all from God's hand for the benefit of Israel.  However, even though we see Cyrus proclaiming truth about the LORD in Ezra 1:2, he did not know Him.  Cyrus' acknowledgement of the LORD does not exclude the pantheism practiced by those who worshiped false gods and idols.  A clue that this may have been the case concerning Cyrus is found in v. 5-7 which declare the uniqueness of the LORD and His power in creating all things, both good and calamity (evil, hurt, affliction, adversity, distress, grief).  Two characteristics of God come into focus here:  He is the only creator and nothing is created apart from Him; and He is sovereign over all things including evil.  All things, even evil, serve God's ultimate purposes.
v. 8-17  Continuing to reveal the LORD's supreme power includes righteousness and salvation which are not to be challenged.  Clay does not question the potter, nor does a newborn question his parents.  The LORD has determined what He will do concerning Israel through Cyrus.  The LORD will bring the wealth of other nations to Cyrus as he takes them captive.  Defeated nations will know that it is the God of Israel who raises up Cyrus.  Pagan nations and their idols will be humiliated.  Israel's salvation is not momentary or at a specific time in history, but is eternal.
v. 18-25  The LORD is Creator, He is unique, He does not act in secret but openly, He is righteous and the only Savior.  There is a universal call for all nations to turn to Him.  We know from Rom. 1:18-21 that while God has revealed Himself to all people and within all people, they have suppressed truth in unrighteousness and are without excuse.  However, a day will come when all humanity will honor the LORD.  Phil. 2:10  Justification for the offspring of Israel is a reference to the spiritual descendants brought into the new covenant in the Messiah, Jesus.  Gal. 3:7, 20
Chapters 46-47
Babylon's idolatry and future destruction
46:1-13  Babylon's idols, two named specifically, are pictured as stooping low under burdens and with humiliation.  Though Pagan idols are carried on the backs of animals, it is the LORD who carries and delivers Israel and He has always done so.  The LORD is not to be compared with idols, even those made with precious metals, that cannot answer their cries or deliver them from distress.  The LORD has proven Himself in the past and accomplishing His purposes.  They can be assured that the "bird of prey from the east", Cyrus, will also fulfill God's plans.  Israel is stubborn, but whether they believe it or not, the LORD will bring it to pass without delay.  Righteousness and salvation are only in the LORD, and He will establish His glory for Israel.

47:1-15  Through Cyrus, king of Persia, the LORD will rescue the remnant of Israel and rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple.  How sad for Babylon!  The proud city of Babylon will be humiliated, dethroned, destroyed.  Israel's Redeemer, the LORD of hosts, the Holy One of Israel, when angry with Israel, gave them into the hands of Babylon.  Babylon showed them no mercy and felt secure in their success, but they are deluded.  The LORD will bring disaster on them which they cannot overcome.  Their spells and sorceries will not help them.  Their astrologers and counselors cannot deliver them.  There is none to save them.
Chapter 48

Stubborn Israel

In Chapters 40-48, Israel receives both comfort and rebuke from the LORD, perhaps what we might consider both a carrot and a stick.  In this chapter we see the LORD's dealings with His people, Israel, and their rebellion against Him.
v. 1-2  False worship.  They have identified themselves with the LORD, but they have not worshiped in truth nor in righteousness.  
v. 3-11  The LORD has told them what He was going to do, and He accomplished what He revealed.  His actions should have changed their obstinacy and hard-headedness and proven to them that these things were not accomplished by any graven image or molten idols.  Even now, the LORD is declaring new things to them that they have not heard, but they will not hear.  They are treacherous and rebels, but God has shown them mercy for His own name.  Even the affliction He has brought on them has not convinced them, and they have profaned His name by giving allegiance to idols.
v. 12-16  Listen to Me, Israel!  Pay attention!  First the LORD speaks of Himself, the Eternal One, the Creator, Ruler over all.  Referring to Cyrus, the LORD loves him and he will carry out the LORD's wishes against Babylon.  Cyrus has been called by God and made successful for this purpose.  In v. 16 Isaiah moves to a Deliverer in the distant future who is called by the Father (LORD God, Adonai Jehovah), publicly announced, and with the Spirit.
v. 17-22  In these verses, the LORD pleads with them to pay attention to His commandments and experience the blessings of obedience.  As the redeemed remnant is freed to return to Jerusalem, they will shout for joy and enjoy the blessings of the LORD.  This salvation is not for the wicked and they will not experience peace with God.
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