Lesson 1

Isaiah, Chapters 1-5

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for August 20, 2019

Last week we began our study with an introduction to Isaiah, the man and the book, by establishing Scriptural context and historical context.  Isaiah's calling as a prophet of God does not come until Chapter 6 with the death of King Uzziah, and the first five chapters give us insight into what is happening in Judah and God's indictment of the sinfulness of the people.  Four of these first five chapters are written as poetry, and therefore with poetic language.  Chapter 4 is prose.

Chapter 1

Judah has rebelled and God has had enough.
The first verse establishes the time frame for the prophet Isaiah.  Four kings of Judah are named here, and Isaiah's lifetime would have taken him into the reign of the fifth, Manasseh.  Isaiah was a prophet sent by God to Jerusalem and Judah.  At this time, Uzziah had reigned over Judah for 52 years.  He was a righteous king who honored God, and Judah was greatly prosperous.  They were successful against their enemies, the walls and fortification of Jerusalem were strengthened and agriculture flourished.  Yet, these blessings from God did not bring gratitude nor honor to Him from the people. 

v. 2-4  In these verses the LORD speaks as a father who loves a disobedient son. The language confirms that they were reared (molded and shaped) and brought up (elevated to a high status) by the LORD.  The LORD, the Holy One of Israel (a title found 25 times in this book, and Holy One is used four times), is speaking to them in the context of God's covenant relationship dating through generations back to Abraham.  Yet, even though animals know the one who cares for them, Judah (Israel is their covenant name) does not know the LORD nor understand who they are as His people.  They have revolted against Him.  Their sinfulness has resulted in their abandoning and despising God.


v. 5-10  There are consequences.  Although they have enjoyed military success and prosperity, their sinfulness will result in discipline for the people and defeat at the hands of their enemies.  The destruction will be so complete that Jerusalem will be like Sodom and Gomorrah, cities judged by God.  

The certainty of this discipline is confirmed as the LORD calls Jerusalem by these city names, as He addresses the rulers of Judah.


v. 11-15  The sinfulness of the leaders has made their worship and religious practices unacceptable, in fact an abomination, to the LORD.  Their sins have separated them from Him, and He will not hear their prayers.  Isa. 59:2; Psa. 66:18; Prov. 15:29; John 9:31, Psa. 34:15-19 (1 Pet. 3:12).


v. 16-20  What can be done?  They must repent.  Repentance and obedience will bring blessings.  Through Moses the LORD had commanded (Deut. 27 and 28) and the people later confirmed  (Josh. 8:30-35), that obedience to the LORD would bring blessings and disobedience would bring curses.  

God does not change, and we are his people.  We must examine ourselves and repent of any sinfulness to maintain a right relationship with God.  The first message from Jesus is to repent.  Matt. 3:2  God blesses obedience, and because we are loved by Him, God will hear our prayers and act on our behalf.


v. 21-31  These verses continue the indictment against Judah and their rulers, and how the LORD will purge the sinfulness from His people, while assuring eventual redemption and restoration.  v. 26-27  
Chapter 2

God's purposes have not changed.

v. 1-4  This chapter begins with prophecy concerning the last days.  We are living in the last days which began with the incarnation of Jesus and which continue until His triumphal return (the Perousia). The Kingdom of God is, therefore, now and not yet.  These verses foresee a world at peace ruled from Jerusalem, by the Ruler identified in Isa. 9:6-7.

v. 5-11  Returning to his own time, Isaiah continues with a harsh rebuke concerning their false religions, the corruption of their prosperity, the idolatry, and the lack of human dignity.


v. 12-22  These verses describe events of the Day of the LORD.  v. 17-21  Also   Acts 2:20; 

1 Thes. 5;2; 2 Thes. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:10

Chapter 3:1-15
Consequences of judgment on their corrupt leaders.


v. 1-7  Let no one think he is exempt from these charges.  Inexperience in government would lead to irresponsibility, and the following anarchy would result in no one wanting to assume authority over the people.  Continuing with the indictment against Jerusalem, Isaiah prophesied about their destruction as God was bringing judgment upon them for four specific reasons:

v. 8  They had turned from God and rebelled against Him.  A nation which had been founded to honor God and serve Him no longer honored Him and in fact was in opposition to God and to those who serve Him.


v. 9  Sin was not only tolerated but celebrated, particularly homosexuality as Sodom. They were proud of their sin and marched in the streets.


v. 10-11  The righteous will be protected, and the wicked will receive justice.


v. 12
They were oppressed by those who were immature, acting like children.  Isa. 3:4 states:  And I will make mere lads their princes, and capricious children will rule over them.


v. 12
Women ruled over them.  Having turned from God, they turned from His order of authority.   Men surrendered their leadership roles and were dominated by women who rebelled under established order and demanded privilege.  Because the daughters of Zion are proud and walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, . . . Isa. 3:16     Immorality often has an outward expression in appearance.  The Apostle Peter addressed this issue in 1 Pet. 3:3-6, and Paul in 1 Tim. 2:9-10.


v. 13-15  These verses remind the people that they are accountable to the LORD.  Their leaders are greedy and abuse their power.  They have plundered and abused the poor.

Chapters 3:16-4:1
Judah's women denounced.  

The pridefulness of Judah's women was evident in the way they dressed and conducted themselves, reflecting the degeneration of the nation.  The LORD's judgment on the nation will be evident as their beauty is destroyed.  Judgment against Judah and the resulting military destruction will result in a shortage of husbands, and women will be deserted. Isa. 4:1 continues a description of this problem for women.  Many will be financially independent but will desire to even share a husband with six others in order to have his name and end their humiliation.

Chapter 4:2-6     A remnant preserved.  
Once again the language turns to the day of reckoning (2:12) and the Branch of the LORD.  This Branch is from Jesse, the father of David  Isa. 11:1; a righteous branch of David  Jer. 23:5, 33:15; the LORD's servant, the Branch  Zech. 3:8, the Branch who will build the Temple of the LORD  Zech. 6:12 (see Eph. 2:19-22).  The Branch of the LORD is beautiful and glorious.  These verses describe the restoration of the land by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning.  Set apart or holy describes those who remain and are dedicated to the LORD.  The LORD's presence on Mt. Zion is evidenced by fire at night and a cloud by day, consistent with the images at the Abrahamic covenant ceremony  Gen. 15:17  and with the Hebrews in the wilderness  Ex. 13:21.  The LORD's presence will give protection and refuge.
Chapter 5

The wicked are warned.

v. 1-7  Returning to poetic language, Isaiah uses a metaphor of the LORD's vineyard.  The LORD chose and prepared the land, He planted it, protected it, and expected His vineyard to produce good fruit.  However, it produced a worthless crop.  The LORD had been faithful, but Judah had failed.  There is a warning:  the LORD will remove their protection.  He will refuse to cultivate the land and briars and thorns will overtake the vines.  There will be no rain.  Verse 7 identifies the vineyard as Israel, God's covenant people, and Judah as the special plant that had received all the special cultivation.  There was no justice, only bloodshed; no righteousness, only distress."Woe" is a warning and a curse.  
These verses identify six woes which are evidence of their greed and immorality.  

v. 8-10  The LORD gave the land to Israel with specific allocations for each tribe.  Lev. 25:23-25  By this time, however, land speculators had begun putting together large estates, depriving the poor of what was legally theirs.  God judged their greed by making the land unproductive, describing what is essentially famine conditions.


v. 11-12  Warning is given to those who are drunkards and pleasure seekers who neglect their devotion to God.


v. 13-17  A general warning is given to all Judah that their current path will lead them to destruction and death (Sheol).  Jerusalem will be destroyed, and the people will be shamed. The LORD, however, will be exalted and glorified by judging them and turning the land over to strangers.


v. 18-19 are a warning to those who would ridicule and persecute His prophets who are speaking truth.  They mock God and do not believe that He will bring judgment.  Their taunt of "Let Him make speed" and "Let Him hasten His work" will haunt them as Isaiah names his two sons to shame them.


v. 20  The moral commands of God had been rejected for lies and evil.  God had given them what was good, light and sweet, and yet they preferred that which was evil, darkness and bitter.


v. 21  Pride.  The people are arrogant and will not listen nor repent.


v. 22-23  This warning is to corrupt judges who take bribes and deny justice.


v. 24-25  Their punishment is just.  While specific sins have been listed, the root and foundation of their sin is that they have rejected the Law and despised God's word.  The LORD is angry, and "He has stretched out His hand against them."  This phrase will appear eight times in Isaiah's prophecy.  It always gives us a picture of the LORD's ongoing anger against the people.  It is not His hand that beckons them to return, but His hand of judgment.  

v. 26-30  The LORD will bring a strong opponent against Judah.  The reference to the lions may be interpreted as Babylon, which had not yet risen to a great power, because their symbol is a winged, seated lion.  The lion's prey is carried off (exiled), and the land is dark.  Even so, throughout generations the LORD has assured Israel of His faithfulness and mercy toward them.   Psa. 89:30-36

_______________________________

Studying these beginning chapters of Isaiah, we may have drawn some parallels to the conditions in our own country, one that began as a godly nation but which has strayed away from that commitment.  We could name the many offenses against the word of God to include abortions, gay pride parades, rise of false religions, the occult, drug abuse, violent crimes including mass murders, gambling, child abuse, prostitution, sex trafficking, an ineffective justice system, immature and angry politicians, disregard of marriage and breakdown of the family, . . . and the list continues.  Most heartbreaking is that God's word is not honored in churches when those who practice sin are ordained into ministry and there is constant publicity exposing child molesters.  What can we do?  We must pray that God will intervene and draw this nation back to Him.  We pray to a powerful God who loves His children and acts on our behalf.

How to Pray for Our Leaders in Government, the Church, and the Home

What the Bible says:
1Ti 2:1—3   First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior 


Petition means to ask.  God not only urges us to ask, He is pleased when we do.


Prayer is talking to God, any where, any time.


Intercession is praying for someone else.  The bible tells us that Jesus Christ constantly 


intercedes for us (Rom. 8:34), so it pleases God when we intercede for someone else—

including heads of state and others in authority—because we are doing what Christ does.


Thanksgiving always pleases God, and the Bible specifically tells us to include thanksgiving 

when talking to God about those in authority.

We are to pray respectfully for leaders.


Show proper respect to everyone . . . fear God, honor the emperor.”
1 Pet. 2:17   

We are to pray with the clear understanding that government authority is established by God.


Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 


except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been 


established by God.”







Rom. 13:1   

We also pray knowing that God’s Word says,


the king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; 



He turns it wherever He wishes.




Prov. 21:1    

=========================================================================

You can pray using words and thoughts from Scripture:
Help our president (or any leader at any level) to accept wise counsel.
Prov. 11:14, 15:22

Teach _____ to trust in You.






Psalm 21:7

Protect _____ from the influence of the evil one.



2 Thes. 3:3

Give ____ discretion, foresight, and understanding in making decisions.
1 Chron. 22:12

Generously answer his/her prayer for wisdom.



James 1:5

Pour out Your Spirit on his/her leadership.




Prov. 1:23

Deliver _____ from opinions contrary to Your Word


Psa. 119:105

Protect _____ from harm, and bless and protect his/her family.

Psa. 21:11; Ezra 6:10

Enable _____ to carry out his/her duties with humility toward You and others. 
1 Pet. 5:5

Bless ______ with strength, endurance and stamina.



1 Chron. 6:11; Isa. 40:31

Equip _____to act according to our will and to make choices pleasing to You.
Heb. 13:20—21

Give ______the courage to do the right thing 




even when urged to do the wrong thing. 


Prov. 2:11—15  

Give ______a tender heart of compassion toward those he/she leads and serves.
Col. 3:12
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