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WHY STUDY THE BIBLE?
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work.  2 Tim. 3:16-17

WHY STUDY THE OLD TESTAMENT?       

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 



perseverance and the encouragement of Scriptures we might have hope.  Rom. 15:4    

Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, 


upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  1 Cor. 10:11
WHY STUDY PROPHECY?      

Surely God does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.  


Amos 3:7     


Now Jesus said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 


that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 


Psalms must be fulfilled."  Luke 24:44   


Jesus said, "Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe.  


John 14:29
WHAT
Book of Isaiah can be called a “Bible in Miniature.”

Bible





Isaiah___________________________________

66 books




66 chapters


39 books in O.T.



first 39 chapters of God’s revelation of


   God’s character and
man's condition

His character and man’s condition


27 books in N.T.



last 27 chapters emphasize


   The life and work of the future Redeemer

God’s redemption and restoration   


N.T. a voice crying to prepare the way
Ch. 40-66 begin with a voice crying out to


   

   




make way for Redeemer   




N.T. ends in a description of the

Ch. 40-66 culminate in a description of the

    future Kingdom of God



future Kingdom of God_______________

Prophecy is often identified by "Thus says the LORD."  A prophet is one who is chosen by and 


speaks for God not only God's revelation concerning the future, but it often a 



condemnation and judgment of present sinful behavior.  A true prophet is confirmed 


when everything spoken comes true.  Deut. 18:22

Literary form:  poetry, narrative, history

A major break in the book of Isaiah is observed after chapter 39.  

Some commentators think Isaiah may have been two books originally and later combined.



However, the time span covered by Isaiah's life and the prophecies could account for



any observed differences.

Two copies of Isaiah were found in 1947 among the Dead Sea Scrolls, one complete copy and 


another about one-third of the book with an amazing consistency to other manuscripts.

Isaiah's writing style and his extensive vocabulary (using 2,186 different words) and imagery 



are without equal.  Isaiah’s writing is characterized as “splendor of diction, brilliance of 


imagery, versatility and beauty of style, profundity and breadth of prophetic vision”. . . . 


Isaiah is without peer.  Isaiah also wrote a biographies of King Hezekiah  2 Chron. 32:32  

and King Uzziah   2 Chron. 26:22.

Prophetic books are organized according to "major" or long   and   "minor" or short, 


and are not totally chronologically ordered in the Old Testament.

Major prophetic books are considered to be 


Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel.

Most of the prophetic books were written during the period of the divided kingdom



covered by 2 Kings, 848 to 586 BC, about 262 years

Scriptural history of the period is recorded in 1,2 Kings and 1,2 Chronicles.

1,2 Kings were written contemporary with events.


Jeremiah is thought to have authored these books.


1,2 Chronicles were written to inform the Jews who were returning to Judea following the exile.



Ezra is considered the author of both of these books around 516 to 500 BC.

There are many cross references among all of these writings.  

WHO

Isaiah

His name means "Jehovah saves".



760 to 673
lived 87 years
           20 years old when King Uzziah died in 740 BC

Isaiah prophesied during reigns of four kings, Uzziah (Azariah), Jothan, Ahaz and Hezekiah;  


and into the reign of King Manasseh.  Isaiah probably dressed in the traditional garments 
of 
prophets of his day—a course linen or hairy overcoat of a dark color, such as worn by mourners.

Not much is known about his father Amoz, but the family seems to have been of considerable 
rank since Isaiah had access to the king.  Isa. 7:3  Isaiah married a prophetess and had two sons 
with symbolic names:  Shear-Jashub (A Remnant Will Return) and Maher-shalal-hash-baz 
(Speed the Spoil or swift is the booty, Hasten the Plunder or speedy is the prey).  Isa. 7:3; 8:3   
He was a contemporary of prophets Hosea and Micah.  Tradition records his death under King 
Manasseh as having been sawn in two with a wooden saw, possibly referenced in Heb. 11:37.

While Christians may consider Isaiah the greatest OT prophet because of the many 

Messianic prophecies, Jews revere Elijah as the most important.  It was Elijah and Moses 

who appeared at the transfiguration of Jesus.  Matt. 17:1-3    However, according to Jesus,


"among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist!"

Matt. 11:11-14  Since the New Covenant began with Jesus' death, John is an OT prophet.
WHERE
Jerusalem of Judea
WHEN
Isaiah was called by God the year King Uzziah died.    740 BC



possibly into the reign of Manasseh which began in 686 BC  ~ 67 years.
   After the Promised Land was captured by Joshua, there was unity and order throughout the land.
   When Joshua died there was no leader for Israel, and for the next 350 years Israel was led by regional 
   judges until the people called for a king to rule over the entire nation.  

   1150 to 930
Reigns of Saul, David and Solomon     120 years  (40 years each)
   931

Solomon died, kingdom divided


Jeroboam, Solomon's military and labor leader, reigned in Israel, the northern kingdom


Rehoboam, Solomon's son, reigned in Judah, the southern kingdom


   734-732 
Assyria and Israel joined forces against Judah

Isaiah 7

   722

Israel was conquered by Assyria (The northern kingdom existed 209 years)

   701

Sennacherib invaded Judah




Isaiah  36-39

   681

Sennacherib murdered, Assyria declined and  Babylon rose to dominance.



   586

Judah taken by Babylon (Judah existed 345 years)


​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________
The exact dates are debated for the kings who reigned over Judah during Isaiah's lifetime.  There was some overlapping as successors gained the throne.  However, we will rely on Scripture for length of each king's reign.  It is noteworthy that these kings were in the royal line of Judah and were in the genealogy of Jesus, the royal line.    Matt. 1:8-10
Uzziah (Azariah)  
767 - 740 BC

"Jehovah is strength"

2 Kings 15:1-7

2 Chron. 26:1-23


He was 16 years old when he became king and reigned 52 years.  The reign of Uzziah gives us an understanding of what was going on in Judah at the time of God's call to Isaiah.  Uzziah was the tenth king of Judah.  Sometimes named Azariah.  His father was murdered by conspirators, and Uzziah who had been co-regent since he was 16 years old occupied the throne alone in 767 B.C.  2 Kings 14:21; 
2 Chron. 26:1  He began his reign with a successful expedition against his father’s enemies, the Edomites, who had revolted from Judah 80 years earlier, and he had other victorious campaigns in southern and western Judah, defeating the Philistines.  He strengthened the walls of Jerusalem and was a great patron of agriculture.  Uzziah never deserted worship of the true God and was much influenced by Zechariah, a prophet who is only mentioned in connection with him.  2 Chron.26:5  Judah prospered under Uzziah at a level not experienced since the time of Solomon.  There was a great earthquake during his reign  Amos 1:1, Zech. 14:5   Elated with his successes, Uzziah determined to burn incense on the altar of God which was a duty given to the high priest and forbidden for kings.  Ex. 30:7-8  Although Uzziah was opposed by the priests, he pressed forward and was suddenly struck with leprosy and was a leper the rest of his life.  Uzziah died around 750 B.C. 2 Chron. 26:16-23
Jotham

750 - 715 BC

"Jehovah is upright"

2 Kings 15:32-38
2 Chron. 27:1-9

He reigned 16 years.
After his father Uzziah was struck with leprosy, Jotham conducted the government for him until Uzziah died (about 13 years).  Jotham became sole ruler when he was 25 years old  around 740 BC.   2 Kings 15:5, 32-33; 2 Chron. 27:1  Jotham reigned in the spirit and power of his father and avoided any assumption of the priestly function that proved so disastrous to Uzziah.  He was unable, however, to correct all of the corrupt practices of the people.  He built the upper gate of the Temple (the northern gate of the inner court) and continued fortification of Jerusalem begun by his father.  He also built cities and fortresses in the hill country of Judah, and waged successful wars against the Ammonites who had refused to pay taxes.
Jotham died and was buried in the city of David (Jerusalem).
Ahaz 


731 - 715 BC

"Possessor"

2 Kings 16:1-20
2 Chron.28:1-27

He reigned 16 years
Ahaz became king at 20 years of age at a time when Israel and Syria were in league against Judah.  Ahaz’s reign was marked by devastating war and desertion of true worship of God.  He built a heathen altar in Jerusalem and made offerings there, closing the Temple and removing its sacred utensils.  Later he raised shrines to heathen deities throughout the land.  When he died he was not mourned in the land. He was buried in Jerusalem, but his body was not put in a sacred burial place.
Hezekiah  

715 - 686 BC

"Jehovah is strength"

2 Kings 18:1 - 20:21
2 Chron. 29:1 - 32:33
 Isa. 36:1 - 39:8    
He became king when he as 25 years old and reigned for 29 years.

Hezekiah was a godly king and his first act was to purge, repair and reopen the Temple which had been neglected and polluted during the idolatrous reign of his weak father, Ahaz.  He rooted out Canaanite fertility cults and other pagan contaminations, and his reformation was so thorough that he did not even spare “the high places”, breaking down the sacred pillars and Asherah. 2 Kings 18:3-7; 2 Chron. 29  
He also destroyed the bronze serpent of Moses   Num. 21:9   which had become an idolatrous object.  His great reformation was followed by the celebration of Passover.   2 Chron. 30    Hezekiah was a renowned warrior, fighting the Philistines and regaining the lands his father had forfeited.  He faced a series of Assyrian invasions and eventually severed the alliances his father had made with them.  Hezekiah strengthened the moral and spiritual defenses of the country and built up the national economy and the military.  He had war against Assyria when Sennacherib ruled, and against Babylon, experiencing some devastating defeats.  However, the Assyrians were not able to take Jerusalem.  Hezekiah became dangerously ill toward the end of his reign.  2 Kings 20:1; 2 Chron. 32:24; Isa. 38:1
His kingdom was still in a perilous state from the Assyrian menace, and having no heir at the time, Hezekiah prayed that his life might be spared.  He was granted a 15 year extension and died a natural, peaceful death in 686 BC.  His son, Manasseh, was born during this extended life time.  Hezekiah is famous for building the Siloam Reservoir and Tunnel which supplied fresh water to Jerusalem.

2 Kings 20:20
Manasseh

686 - 642 BC

"Causing to forget"

2 Kings 21:1-18
2 Chron. 33:1-20


Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah by his wife Hephzibah, "My delight is in her."  He became king at 12 years of age and reigned for 55 years.  Manasseh was greatly influenced by idolaters who had been associated with Ahaz, his grandfather.  He introduced Judah to many forms of superstitions from other countries.  He restored the high places of idol worship and had the altars to Baal and Asherah rebuilt.  The sun, moon and stars were also worshiped.  The gods of Ammon, Moab and Edom were dominant.  Babylonian and Egyptian paganism permeated the nation.  Wizards and sorcerers practiced their enchantments and curses.  A hideous statue of Molech was reconstructed in the Valley of Hinom where children were sacrificed to fire.  An image of Asherah stood in the Temple, and a golden chariot and white horses graced the entrance of the Temple court as a tribute to the sun.  Prophets who spoke against Manasseh endured the most severe persecution with executions taking place every day (probably including Isaiah).  And there was war.  The Philistines, Moabites and Edomites revolted, and great damage was brought.  Judea was captured by forces from Assyria, and Manasseh was taken captive to Babylon for about a year.  Manasseh repented, removed the idols and pagan altars and restored worship of Jehovah in the Temple, although the people continued to worship in the high places.  Manasseh died and was buried in the garden of Uzza.  1 Chron. 13:6-11   Manasseh's evil reign remained a curse on Judah, and the LORD contributed Judah's exile in large part to what Manasseh did in Jerusalem.  
Jer. 15:3-4
HOW ARE WE GOING TO STUDY

Study time must begin with prayer.


Observing the text is accomplished through the homework.


Class time will give understanding and interpretation.


The goal is application.  God's word changes lives and honors Him.
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