Lesson 9

Isaiah, Chapters 40-42

When God Judges Nations









Homework for October 15, 2019
The first 35 chapters of the book of Isaiah addressed the sins of the people, both Judah and Judah's enemies, and God warnings to all of them that sin brings judgment and destruction.  There were also many promises of rescue and restoration for the people of God which would come with repentance and faithfulness, both during their lifetimes and when a Messiah would come to establish His kingdom on earth.  Chapters 36-39 are historical and transitional to the remainder of the book and focuses on God's character and His promises which will bring hope and comfort to His people in exile.

DAY ONE

Chapter 40:1

Comfort
v. 1  This chapter begins with a word from God concerning comfort for the people.  From your English 
dictionary, give a good definition:  comfort _________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is our ultimate source of comfort?  2 Thes. 2:16-17 _____________________________________

Why? ________________________________________________________________________

There is comfort in hope.  What hope comforts us as stated in 1 Thes. 4:13-18?


_____________________________________________________________________________

How else may we receive comfort?  Philemon 1:7 ___________________________________________

What is the purpose of our comfort?  2 Cor. 1:3-7 ___________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

From what we have studied, when Isaiah was given these words from God, what was going on with Judah   spiritually _____________________________________________________________________


militarily ______________________________________________________________________


with their leaders _______________________________________________________________

What would be necessary for the people of God to have comfort?


______________________________________________________________________________

One opposite of comfort is anxiety.  What instructions do we have from Scripture?

Concerning anxiety:  Psa. 38:18 _________________________________________________________

Prov. 12:25 ____________________________________________________________________


1 Pet. 5:7 _____________________________________________________________________


Phil. 4:6 ______________________________________________________________________

We are not comforted because we fear the wrong things.  What is learned about fear from

Heb. 2:14-15 __________________________________________________________________


Psa 36:1 ______________________________________________________________________


1 Pet 2:17 _____________________________________________________________________


1 John 4:18 ____________________________________________________________________


Rev. 14:7 _____________________________________________________________________

DAY TWO

Chapter 40:2-26
Eight attributes of God
Our comfort comes from God who loves us and blesses us with eternally valuable blessings.  Eight of His attributes are mentioned in this chapter which should bring us great security and joy.  What is stated about God which demonstrates
v. 2  
His mercy___________________________________________________________________
v. 3-5
His glory ___________________________________________________________________

v. 6-9   His eternal being _____________________________________________________________

v. 11
His gentleness _________________________________________________________________

v. 10, 12, 26  His omnipotence __________________________________________________________

v. 13-14  His omniscience ______________________________________________________________

v. 15-17, 21-24  His sovereignty _________________________________________________________
v. 18-20, 25  His uniqueness ____________________________________________________________

There are many more attributes of God which are revealed in Scripture, but even these eight cause us to love and worship Him.  Let's look at some promises for those who love God:

Neh. 1:5 
_______________________________________________________________________

Psa. 145:20
_______________________________________________________________________

Rom. 8:28
_______________________________________________________________________

James 1:12
_______________________________________________________________________

James 2:5
_______________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 2:9
_______________________________________________________________________

Heb. 6:10
_______________________________________________________________________

John 14:21
_______________________________________________________________________

DAY THREE
Chapter 40:27-31
These verses address the problem of God's people losing hope.  What is their assertion in v. 27?

They think that God does not _____________ and that He does not _________________

v. 28-29 Three names for God are given here:  The ________________ God,       the _____________,


the __________________ of the ends of the earth.


He does not become _____________________ and His understanding is _________________


A parallel verse is Psa. 147:5 where it says His understanding is ________________________


What blessings come from God according v. 29? _____________ and _____________________

v. 30  God has infinite power and strength, but youths grow _____________ and _______________


and vigorous young men ______________ badly.

v. 31 is quoted often and deserves a closer look.  This is a message for those who ______ for the LORD.

Surely, this is one of the hardest things God asks us to do.  Patience is certainly a gift from God.

Today, I am going to ask you to memorize a definition of waiting because I think it is very helpful in our understanding of what God is asking of us.  Here it is:


Waiting:  A sustained effort to stay focused on God through prayer and belief.
Waiting is about resting, not being anxious, trusting.  

From Psa. 28:7   The LORD is my __________ and ______________, My heart ____________ in Him.

     Psa. 37:7  ________ in the LORD and ______________________ for Him; Do not _________.

Waiting for the LORD brings His help.  In Isa. 40:31 some specific blessings are named:

Waiting brings new ___________.  Obviously this does not indicate that waiting implies inaction.

Waiting means to trust God and move forward!

DAY FOUR
Chapter 41:1-29
A future ruler for Israel
Isaiah would not live to see the destruction of Jerusalem and the people sent into exile, but God gave him a vision of a future ruler, who in about 200 years will be instrumental in the restoration of the remnant promised by God.  Although this ruler is not named until Isa. 44:28, this prophecy is about Cyrus, king of Persia.

v. 1-7  These verses speak of the king's military power.  What is the source of this power? ___________
v. 8-10  Israel here is identified as descendants of God's servant _____________ 


and God's friend __________________  They have been ____________ and not _____________


even though they are under discipline and will be exiled.


What are their instructions?  Do not ___________ or look _______________ around themselves.


How is God's strength pictured?  His _______________________________________ hand.

v. 11-12  What will happen to their enemies? _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

v. 13-16  How will that happen?  _________________________________________________________


How will God's people react? _____________________________________________________

v. 17-20  How is God's provision for them pictured here? _____________________________________
v. 21-24  God is challenging idolaters to prove their gods in what ways? _________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

v. 25    The "one from the north" is a reference to Cyrus who is said to call on the LORD's name.


How is that confirmed in Ezra 1:1-4? _______________________________________________

v. 26-27 God confirms the validity and uniqueness of His word about the future.

v. 28-29 In contrast, idols and false gods cannot give ______________________

their works are _______________, their images are _________________ and _______________

There will be more about idols and idolaters as we continue to study.

DAY FIVE

Chapter 42:1-25
The Great Ruler and a blind people
v. 1-9  There is so much revealed about Jesus in these verses.  He is the Father's __________________


God's Spirit is upon Him and He will bring forth ________________________.


v. 2  He is humble,  v. 3  He is gentle,  v. 4  He is courageous.

   
What is specified as God's creation in v 5? ___________________________________________


What is promised in v. 6? ________________________________________________________



in v. 7 __________________________________________________________________


How do we know that Jesus is God from v. 8? ________________________________________


How does God verify this prophecy in v. 9? __________________________________________

v. 10-12  What is the proper response to this revelation? ______________________________________
v. 13   What is declared for the future through this Servant of the LORD? ________________________

v. 14-21  Why have the people become blind and deaf? v. 17 __________________________________


What had God provided to guide them?  v. 21 ________________________________________

v. 22-25  As a result of their rebellion, they had been robbed, enslaved and imprisoned.  

Who had done this to them? __________________  Why? _____________________


In v. 25, God poured out His anger, but "he" paid no attention.  

Who is "he"?   See 41:8 __________________________________________________
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