Lesson 6

Isaiah, Chapters 28-31

When God Judges Nations









Homework for September 24, 2019
Isaiah brought God's warnings to Judah and Jerusalem about what will occur because of their rebellion and idolatry, yet they did not listen.  Even as they watch the northern kingdom come under judgment, they refuse to repent and turn to the LORD.  Isaiah will not live to see the captivity of Jerusalem by Babylon, but his heart is broken as he envisions the destruction and the despair which will come to the people of God.  His only encouragement is trusting God who is faithful to His covenants and the promise of a remnant to return and establish a place where the LORD is honored and worshiped.  

DAY ONE

Chapter 28:1-13
A warning to Ephraim (Israel)
We have studied about the evil and idolatry during the reign of King Ahaz in Judah.  The kingdom has been split following Solomon's reign since 931 BC, 171 years before Isaiah was born.  From the beginning the northern kingdom, Israel, was apostate creating their own religion but claiming to worship Jehovah.  Assyria would conquer Israel in 722 BC.  Isaiah's ministry had begun just 18 years before and Isaiah was 38 years old when Assyria marched through Israel.  Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim, and therefore the reference to that very large tribe here is Israel which has fallen to Assyria.   A "woe" is a warning and a pending curse for Judah.
In v. 1, Israel is pictured as _______________ but _________________overcome with _____________.


This would refer to both their leadership and the people.

v. 2-4  Judgment from the Lord is coming through an agent.  What natural event is used as a metaphor

here for what is coming? _________________________________________________________


What will happen to the proud and drunken people? ___________________________________


Another metaphor:  they will be like a ripe _________ which is quickly __________________

v. 5-6   A beautiful __________ and glorious ____________ identify God's ______________________


Who will be protected? _____________  


By what two characteristics of God? ______________ and ________________

v. 7-8 describe the condition and actions of those who are under judgment.  


What two officials are named? _______________ and________________


What is the source of their visions and judgment? ___________________________


What kind of spiritual leadership do the people have? ________________________

v. 9-13  These verses characterize the leaders' response to Isaiah's warnings.  They consider Isaiah to

be (v. 9) ___________________ and his message (v. 10) ____________________________.


However, Isaiah knows that God can speak even through (v. 11) _________________________


In response to their mocking, God will give them a simple message.  v. 12-13


Even so, they will be taken ___________________.

DAY TWO

Chapter 28:14-29

A warning to Jerusalem's leaders
v. 14-15  Jerusalem's leaders are identified as ________________. (Those who deride, mock, scorn.)


What do we know about them from Psa. 1:1 _________________________________________


      from Prov. 19:29 ____________________________________________________________


From history we know that Judah had made a secret treaty for protection with Egypt.


They planned to escape death by means of   v. 15b________________ and _________________

v. 16  Instead of relying on foreigners, God will give them a sure foundation beginning with a 
cornerstone which is described as ___________ and _______________.
This is a clear prophecy of the Messiah.  What insight do we get from

Psa. 118:21-23________________________________________________________________________

Matt. 21:42__________________________________________________________________________

Acts 4:11-12________________________________________________________________________​​_

Rom. 9:32-33________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 2:19-21_________________________________________________________________________

v. 17-22  These verses describe the destruction awaiting them should they continue to rely on Egypt.

God will not honor their plans, and they must turn to Him.

v. 23-29  Using a metaphor of the successive actions of a farmer, God describes how He deals with


His people.  Whose instructions does the farmer follow? v. 26 ___________________________


How is God's instruction characterized in v. 29? _______________ and ___________________


What is the ultimate goal of a farmer's successive efforts? ______________________________


As God deals with his people in successive measures, what is His goal? ____________________
DAY THREE
Chapter 29

Don't go down to Egypt
We have seen Jerusalem and Judah referred to in various ways due to the poetic language.  It has been called the valley of vision, Mt. Zion, the Holy City.  Ariel means "a mature lion", strength and power.
v. 1  Their heritage is indicated in mentioning __________________.

        Their religious practices are described as observing __________ for  _________upon _________.
v. 2-4 describe some of the difficulties of Babylonian captivity they will experience.


Jerusalem will be a city of ________________ and ____________________


How is their lowly future described? _______________________________________________

v. 5-8 address the "multitude of Jerusalem's enemies".  Read through these verses.  What awaits those


who wage war against Mt. Zion? ___________________________________________________

v. 9-14  The people have observed their religious duties, but these were meaningless.


They are blind and drunk and not able to understand Isaiah's message.  See Isa. 28:7-8


Their refusal to hear has resulted in their inability to hear.  In v. 11-12 the image is that the



book is _______________ and they are __________________.


According to v. 13, what is the real problem? _________________________________________

v. 15-16  What had the people tried to do? _________________________________________________


What about God character is stated in Rom. 9:21? _____________________________________
v. 17-24  These verses describe God's blessings after discipline.

v. 18-19 describe healing for four things: _____________________, ______________________,



________________________, and __________________________.


v. 20-21 describe God's justice for what offenses? _____________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


v. 22-24 From what did God redeem Abraham?  Joshua 24:2 ____________________________



As God's covenant people (Jacob) are restored, how will they worship?




_________________________________________________________________



What will they know? ______________ 



How will they respond to God's commands? ___________________________________

DAY FOUR
Chapter 30

Don't go down to Egypt!
Egypt is symbolic of what the world has to offer.  Descendants of Abraham had a long history with Egypt, beginning with Abraham's journeys there.  Bible historians conclude that this prophecy addresses the king's advisers and leaders who wanted to make an alliance with Egypt in defense of oncoming armies.  In that context, let's see what we can learn.
How does God see those who advocate for Egyptian alliance?  v. 1_____________________________



v. 9 ________________________

How does God describe the outcome of their efforts?  v. 3 -5 __________________________________

v. 6-11  The Negev is a wilderness south of Judah.  As those who seek an alliance trudge through the 
Negev seeking help from Egypt, how is Egypt's help described? 


v. 7 ___________ and _______________


How had these rebels treated prophets sent by God. v. 10-11 _____________________________

v. 12-14  How is God's judgment against them described here? _________________________________

v. 15-18  What is God seeking from them? _________________________________________________


But how had they reacted? ________________________________________________________


At what consequence? ___________________________________________________________


What words are used to describe God's heart in v. 18? __________________________________

v. 19-26  God's grace will result in changes:  a preview of the Eternal Kingdom.    Let's summarize:


v. 19  God will hear their _______________           v. 20  They will __________ Him.


v. 21  They will ____________ His instructions.     v. 22  They will ____________ their idols.


v. 23-25  He will bless their ________________.    v. 26  They will benefit from more ________

v. 27-33  Once again Isaiah describes the LORD's protection and the defeat of their enemies.  His people 
must go to the Rock of Israel.  They would have understood this reference to the LORD.  

What is learned about the Rock from Deut. 32:4? ______________________________________

Matt. 16:16-18 _________________________________________________________________


1 Cor. 10:4 ____________________________________________________________________


How is that illustrated in the following sequence of events?


Ex. 17:3-6 _____________________________________________________________________


Num. 20:8-12 __________________________________________________________________


What was Moses' grave error? Heb. 10:10; 1 Pet. 3:18__________________________________
DAY FIVE

Chapter 31

Trust in the LORD
v. 1-3  What does Egypt (the world) have to offer? ___________________________________________


How will God react to the choice for Egypt? _________________________________________


Why? ________________________________________________________________________

v. 4-5   What does God promise in these verses for Jerusalem? _________________________________

v. 6-9 
Returning to God will bring blessings:


v. 7  They will throw away their _________________.


v. 8  Their enemy, the Assyrians, will __________________ or become ___________________


v. 9  The Assyrians' leadership will ___________________________.



Judgment is symbolized by fire.   From what city, in the near and far future, will



God's judgment originate? ___________________________________________

The Eternal Kingdom is ruled from a new Jerusalem.  For a vision of the future Jerusalem and the blessings for God's people read through Rev. 21.
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