Lesson 3

Isaiah, Chapters 13-18

When God Judges Nations









Homework for September 3, 2019
Our study so far has given us insight into the sinfulness of the people and how the LORD is calling them back to Him.  God is angry and He is acting to cause His people to see that their immorality and idolatry will not be tolerated.  Although God will send their enemies to conquer and disperse them, He assures them that He will remain faithful to His promises and that a remnant will return to the land.  These are "near" prophecies, and among them are the promises of a future eternal Kingdom ruled by the Prince of Peace.  God is sovereign over everyone and everything.  He has planned the end before the beginning, and He is working out His purposes in time.  Even the wicked serve God's purposes, and their wickedness is still due judgment and punishment. In the chapters we will study this week, we will see how God views the nations who war against His people and their coming judgment.

DAY ONE

Isaiah 13:1-22
Prophecies against Babylon
After Assyria rose to power and captured and exiled the northern kingdom of Israel, Babylon would be the next nation to dominate the region.  Isaiah has already prophesied the judgment against Assyria, 
Isa 10:5-19, and now he turns to Babylon's future destruction although they are not yet a great power.
What is learned about Babylon from

Gen. 10:9-10
________________________________________________________________________

The name means "confusion" referring to the confusion of languages at Babel.  Gen. 11:9  
References to Babylon begin in Genesis and continue through Revelation where the name takes on a figurative meaning to contrast with Jerusalem, the Holy City and those associated with it, and to include all those who are in opposition to God's people.
13:1-16 describe Babylon's destruction.  Who causes their downfall? ____________________________

13:17-22  What nation will be God's instrument in the destruction of Babylon? ____________________


What is the extent of Babylon's destruction?  v. 19  like _________________________________

Final judgment on "Babylon", representing all those in opposition to God,  is recorded in Revelation.

Rev. 14:8  What is the indictment against Babylon? __________________________________________

Rev. 16:9  How will God deal with this Babylon? ___________________________________________

Rev. 17:5  What name is given to Babylon? ________________________________________________

Rev. 18:2-3  What else is revealed about Babylon? __________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Rev. 18:8  Who judges Babylon and brings justice? __________________________________________

DAY TWO

Isaiah 14:1-23
Prophecy against the king of Babylon
v. 1-3  These verses refer to the time of restoration for Israel.  The people who have oppressed Israel will 
be their ______________, and Israel will have ________ from their former slavery.
v. 4-23  Here the people are instructed to sing this song about the downfall of Babylon and its king.  The 
far prophecy in v. 12-16 has been interpreted as referring to the "king" of the Babylon of 
Revelation who would be Satan himself.  His pride is recorded in v. 13-14.  How many times 
does the pronoun "I" appear? __________  What will be his destiny?  v. 15 _________________
How complete will both judgments be?  v. 22 _______________________________________________



Isaiah 14:24-28
Prophecy against Assyria
The prophet's attention is drawn to Assyria.  How is the LORD's vengeance against Assyria pictured?

v. 26-27 _____________________________________________________________

What is the affirmation of this prophecy recorded in v. 28? __________________________________



Isaiah 14:29-32
Prophecy against Philistia
The Philistines were a constant enemy of Israel and were never conquered, even under King David.

Philistia was not exempt from the oncoming Assyrian army even though it was weakened.  However, the helpless and needy of Israel will find refuge in  v. 32 _________________________________________
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
As we continue to read about the prophecies against the nations surrounding Judah, the poetic language seems to become quicksand, sucking us down into confusion.  Each day we will continue to read and rely on a brief interpretation to get the main points.
We will look for themes in how God deals with pagan nations as well as with Israel and Judah who have turned away from Him.
DAY THREE

Isaiah 15:1 - 16:14
Prophecy against Moab
The Moabites were descendants of Lot's incestuous relationship with his first-born daughter.  They were immoral for generation after generation and had corrupting influence on the people of Israel, perhaps most notably the incident at Peor.  Num. 25:1-9  Through the years there had been alliances between the two nations, and Jesus' ancestor Ruth was a Moabite.  All descendants of Lot, the Moabites and Ammonites, were forbidden to enter the assembly of Israel.     Deut. 23:3, Neh. 13:1.  
16:1-12 continues the distress of Moab.  They will seek refuge in Judah.  Assyria will eventually be no 
more, and in the future a righteous descendant of David will rule in Judah.  v. 5
16:13-14 gives a specific time frame for Moab to have its own glory.  In 715 BC the Assyrian king, 
Sargon, conquered Moab.  A remnant of Moab will remain.  Babylon did not receive such a 
reprieve. 
DAY FOUR

Isaiah 17:1-14
Prophecy against Syria and the Northern Kingdom
The capital city of Syria (Aram) was Damascus.  This chapter foresees its destruction by Assyria in 732 BC.  In v. 3, the reference to Ephraim is Israel, the northern kingdom, or Jacob.  
v. 5-6  Invasion by Assyria would destroy agriculture.     
v. 7-8  A remnant of the northern kingdom will repent in the future.     

v. 9-12 Their failure to honor God has brought all this devastation.  
v. 13-14  In these verses Isaiah warns of armies that destroyed the northern kingdom will advance to 
Judah, but the LORD will turn them away.
DAY FIVE

Isaiah 18:1-7

Prophecy against Ethiopia
The next prophecy is against Ethiopia (Cush).  Its strength is in its warships and access to the northern 
countries via the Nile River and Red Sea.  
In v. 3 a plea is made for all people everywhere to heed the warnings which are coming from God.  Verses 4-5 speak of the LORD's patience, waiting for the appropriate time for all these things to come to 
pass.  God will be neither too early or too late.  

v. 6  Judgment will bring death and carcasses will be left for the birds of prey and beasts.  
v. 7  Jerusalem remains the place where the LORD will be honored.  Reference here is to the future


Kingdom when tribute will be brought to the Messiah.
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