Lesson 13

Isaiah, Chapters 56-59

When God Judges Nations









Homework for November 12, 2019
Repeatedly the people of God have been admonished to return to Jerusalem.  In a literal return, they are to also return to all that Jerusalem represents, the city in which God would make His name great.  In these chapters the people are addressed as those who are living there.  The land was a place of corruption and devastation, and neither the hopes of the people nor the righteous standards of God were to be found.  Isaiah continues to urge them to repent of their sinfulness and return to faithfulness.

DAY ONE

Chapter 56  

The obedient are blessed
v. 1-2  What two qualities does God demand? __________________ and ________________________

Why? ________________________________________________________________________


What two things does God forbid? __________________ and ___________________________

v. 3-8  These verses address worship expectations and regulations.  As the people returned to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the wall and the temple, the demographics would have had an impact on their 
endeavors.  Read Deut. 23:1-8 noting who would not be allowed to worship at the temple.

Who is no longer separated from the covenant people? ________________ and ___________________


Foreigners would have included those later identified as "Greeks."


Eunuchs were those who were castrated.  This was appalling to the Jews who did not observe


this practice on either humans or animals.  Lev. 22:24  Considering the sign of the Abrahamic


covenant, why would this practice been so abhorrent to the Jews? _________________________


What promise is made for the eunuchs? v. 5_________________________________________

Promises to the foreigners, converts from outside Judaism, are in v. 6-7.  How is their faithfulness


described?  They __________ to God and _______ his name, do not profane the _____________


and hold fast the ____________.  As they worship, God accepts both their __________________


and their _____________________.

From v. 8, who commands that the dispersed of Israel and others (mentioned in v. 3-8) be included


together? ____________________

v. 9-12  While "sheep" denote God's flock, "dogs" represent the enemies of Israel, those who are without understanding.  These verses picture watchmen who are ______________ and know _______________,

unable to warn of danger, and dreamers who love to ________________.  As a result, the danger is not averted and "dogs" will come who will not shepherd the sheep, have no _______________, each seeking his own _________   __________. Why are they deceived? _____________________________ What false assumption have they made? ___________________________________________________
DAY TWO

Chapter 57

The wicked are confronted
v. 1-2  Those who are faithful may not receive earthly recognition.  When those who are righteous and 
devout die, what may be the reaction? _______________________________________________

In death, the righteous are taken away from ______________ and enter into ________________

v. 3-10  By contrast, what is the lineage of those who are evil?      They are children

of ____________________________, offspring of ____________________________________.


What is indicated about their worship in v. 5-8? _______________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


They have sought gods from far away, to what end? v. 10_______________________________

v. 11-13  Why do they not fear the LORD? _________________________________________________

What is true about the good things they think they have done?____________________________


In v. 13 a contrast is drawn between those who follow false gods and those who take refuge in 
the LORD.  What will happen to their idols? _______________________________________


What will happen to those to turn to God? _________________________________________

v. 14-21  The blessings of God's people in the land He has given them is described here.  Their pathway


will be cleared to return.  What is the primary purpose of their return to Jerusalem?  v. 15


______________________________________________________________________________


v. 16-19 describe the restoration of the relationship between the LORD and His people.


Why was God angry with them? ___________________________________________________


But His anger will not last forever.  From v. 18, what three words describe the forgiveness they



will experience?  _______________, ________________ and __________________


How will they react to this forgiveness?  v. 19 ________________________________________


But none of this is for the wicked.  For them, there is no _________________.

DAY THREE

Chapter 58

False worship
From v. 1 we can see that the verses which follow are about Israel's _________________ and _______
v. 2-4 give an outward picture of their religious practices.  They have obeyed the law and said their 
prayers.  But what is their conclusion? ______________________________________________


What resulted from their fasts? ____________________________________________________

v. 5-9  The purpose of fasting is to humble one's soul, to sacrifice one's personal will in an attitude of


repentance.  In these verses, what actions would validate a true fast?  v. 6-7

______________________________________________________________________________

v. 10-12   Summarize the benefits of true fasting. ____________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
v. 13-14  Sabbaths were observed each week and at specified feast days during the year.  These two 
verses have an "if-then" connection.  What is the "if" part? ______________________________


The "then" part is metaphorical, referring to their ________________________ from the LORD.
DAY FOUR

Chapter 59

Consequences of sin
v. 1-2  Why does God not hear their prayers? ______________________________________________
v. 3-8 specify their sins:  From these verses, choose one or two words which define their wrongdoings.


v. 3 ____________________________   v. 4 ________________________________________


v. 5-6 __________________________________ v. 7 _________________________________


v. 8 __________________________________________

v. 9-11  As a result, what has happened to righteousness and justice? ___________________________

v. 12-15a  In confessing their sins, the people are specific and recognize the consequences.  They speak

of their sins, transgressions and iniquities.  They have turned away from __________________.


______________ have come from their hearts and _______________ is lacking.


According to 15a, who would oppose their repentance? _________________________________

v. 15b-20  What is God's ultimate and final solution? ___________________________


v. 17-20 describe two aspects of the One who comes:  He comes to save and to bring justice.


To His enemies He will bring ______________________; to Zion, He brings _______________

v. 21 summarizes the eternal kingdom, resulting from God's covenants.  What two things are named here 
which will be everlasting?  God's ________________ and God's ________________.

DAY FIVE

Chapter 60

A glorified Zion, the eternal kingdom
The eternal kingdom introduced in 59:19-21 is further described in this chapter.
v. 1-3 Zion (Jerusalem) is pictured here as the center of the world.  What will draw nations to that place?

_____________________  Their "light" had come.  From John 1:1-5, what happened at the


first advent of the "Light"? ______________________________________________________

v. 4-9  describe the gathering of people from throughout the earth and the wealth that will come to Zion.

Throughout history foreigners who came to Jerusalem had malevolent intentions.  But then,


nations will come bearing gifts of great wealth.  Two gifts described in v. 6b have an implication.  
Gold would have been a gift for a _________. 


Frankincense would have been a gift for a _____________.


At Jesus' birth, what was the third gift?  Matt. 2:11  ___________________________


Why would this third gift not be appropriate?  John 19:39 ______________________________


v. 7 lists items which would be needed for the ___________________.

v. 10-14  God's people experienced both His _____________ and His ________________.

God's compassion has made them so secure that the city gates remain open.


What will happen to the nations who do not serve Jerusalem? v. 12________________________


What will be the reputation of Jerusalem? ____________________________________________

v. 15-18  How long will the prominence of Jerusalem last? ____________________________________


Homage is given to the One who causes this to come to pass.  Here four titles are used.  They are


 the __________, your ______________, your _____________, the _______________ of Jacob.


Ultimate peace is described in v. 18.  


So great is this peace that the walls are named ________________ and the gates ____________.

v. 19-22  What was God's first spoken creation?  Gen. 1:3 ________________


Who is identified as the Light in John 1:4-9? _____________________


In Scripture, light is always associated with holiness and darkness with evil.


Holiness will be so pervasive in the eternal kingdom, what will be true according to these


  
verses? ________________________________________________________________


What is the source of this light? _______________________________


What will be true of the people? They will be _____________ and possess ________________.


According to v. 22, how else will they prosper? _________________________________

___________________________________________
Many of the prophecies in Isaiah are difficult to interpret in a time frame.  However, it is obvious that many of the promises of God are to be fulfilled only in the eternal kingdom.  Certainly the centrality and wealth described in many of these verses for the Holy City can only be ascribed to eternity.
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