GALATIANS
Chapter 3


Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Homework for April 23, 2019
As we continue Paul's letter, it becomes more obvious that the problem in the Galatian churches is that the false teachers were trying to put believers back under the Law so that by obedience they could earn their salvation.  Paul stresses that how they were saved by grace is the same way that they are to live.
DAY ONE


Galatians 3:1-9

The blessing of Abraham
Why would Paul call them foolish? ______________________________________________________

To whom does the "who" refer?  ________________________________________________________

Why would Paul say they had been "bewitched"? ___________________________________________
Paul reminds them that the gospel presented to them was about ________________________________
v. 2  Paul's question is rhetorical.  When do believers receive the Spirit?    Rom. 8:9, 1 Cor. 12:13

_____________________________________________________________________________


How did that happen?   Not by ___________________ but by ___________________________
v. 3  If they were justified by the Spirit, how will they be brought to maturity? _____________________

v. 4-5  "Suffer" here does not necessarily refer to hardship but to their own experiences.  What would 
their own experiences have shown them?_____________________________________________

v. 6-7  The Jews were distinctive people, proud descendants of Abraham. Paul reminds them how 
Abraham was saved:    He was ________________ righteous.  Gen. 15:6  

This is an important point for the Jewish believers.  Paul explained this in more detail in his 


letter to the believers in Rome.  Read through  Rom. 4:16-25  for more clarity. 
v. 8-9   Paul points out that even many centuries before God's way of saving Abraham foretold that


_____________________________________________________________________________

What, then, do all believers have in common with Abraham? ____________________________

We can see that Paul is arguing to level the ground for all believers and stress the necessity of unity.
DAY TWO


Galatians 3:10-14

The curse of the Law

According to Paul, who is cursed? ________________________________________________________

Why? ________________________________________________________________________


What do we know from James 2:10? ________________________________________________

What is the obvious conclusion?  v. 11 ____________________________________________________


Therefore: _____________________________________________________________________

What contrast is stated in v. 12? ____________________ OR ______________________

Who is no longer under the curse of the Law? ______________________________________________


How did He accomplish that? _____________________________________________________

As a result, Abraham's blessing came to the _____________________  SO   THAT the promise

is received through the Spirit by ________________ to all who believe.
While no one is saved by the Law, the Law defines righteousness and we are to live righteously.  Loving Jesus means obeying His commandments.  Early believers struggled with the same challenges we have today:  What from God's commandments is brought forward into the new covenant of grace in Jesus?  We know that we are not constrained in dietary choices, we do not offer animal sacrifices, we do not go to Jerusalem for festivals, nor do we observe Saturday as a day of complete rest.  Then, do we impose sabbath restrictions on Sunday?  Do God's promises to the nation of Israel apply to the Church?  Do pastors and preachers abide by the ordinances for Levite priests, wear priestly robes?  This is not easy, but  perhaps we can identify some guideline as we continue our study.

DAY THREE

Galatians 3:15-18

Abraham's seed

What does Paul point out that is true even of covenants or agreements between humans?


No one ___________________________ or _______________________________________

In God's covenant through Abraham, the promises were made to Abraham's ____________ singular!


What is the specific promise given in Gen. 22:18: ___________________________________

What do you observe about Eve's seed from Gen. 3:15  ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

To whom does this refer in both Scriptures? ______________________
Here a distinction is made between God's covenant through Abraham and the Law which was given 
through Moses.  What was the time difference? ______________________________
In years that followed, through whom was the Abrahamic covenant confirmed?


Gen. 26:24 _________________________  Gen. 28:13 and _____________________________


Deut. 9:5 ___________________________ 2 Kings 13:23 ______________________________

However, the second covenant did not ______________ the first one nor _______________the promise.

To what inheritance/promise does Paul refer in v. 18?  see v. 16 ________________________________
How was the promise obtained? ___________________________________

Studying covenants is deep and lengthy, and they are critically important to understanding God's revelations through time to be fulfilled by Jesus.  Following God's covenants through Adam (sin and redemption), Noah (judgment and rescue), Abraham (blessings for all nations), Moses (defining righteousness) and David (a King) lead us to Jesus.  The entire Old Testament is a progressive revelation of Jesus to be fully revealed in His incarnation.
DAY FOUR

Galatians 3:19-22

Why the Law?

If no one can possibly obey all of the Law, and no one is saved by the Law, what is its purpose?
Redemption was promised immediately following the first sin  Gen. 3:15, but the Law was not given for about 2500 years.  So, why was the Law added?  Let's start with Adam.  Rom. 5:18-21  Adam's sin led to _______________ for _______________; but grace would bring _________________ through Jesus Christ.  From Adam to Moses (about 2,000 years) sin continued as did grace.  The Law was given 430  years after Abraham to reveal sin through the Law.  Rom. 7:7  
There are three words in Scripture which refer to offenses against God:   

iniquity  which is the condition of human sinfulness,    


sin  which is an act of sinfulness, and   

transgression  which is to sin by breaking a specific command or law.  


Transgressions came as the Law was given.
There is some debate about the reference to "angels" in v. 19.  The word can refer to created beings or 

to messengers from God.  Perhaps "messengers" would be the most logical interpretation here.

From what we have been studying, when was the "seed" first promised? ________________________


When was that promise confirmed? ___________________________


When was the promise fulfilled? _________________

Even the Law did not bring righteousness, but everyone was "shut up" under sin until the promise was


fulfilled.  Everyone then who has ever been saved was saved by _________ in _____________.
Let's conclude today's study by reviewing what Jesus taught about the Law.  From Matt. 5:17-20

What did Jesus come to do about the Law? ___________________________________________


How long will the Law last? ______________________________________________________

What is important for us to do about the Law?  ______________ it and _________________ it.


How righteous does someone have to be to enter the kingdom of heaven?   Matt. 5:20


_______________________________________________________________________



These are the people who "religiously" obeyed ALL the Law and then some!

How can anyone become more righteous than they?  


2 Cor. 5:21 ___________________________________________________________


Romans 5:17 _________________________________________________________


Romans 10:4 __________________________________________________________

This has been explained by affirming that salvation is only in Jesus.  Before the promises were fulfilled in Him, people were saved by faith looking forward to the completed work of Jesus.  Since then, believers are saved by faith looking back at His completed work.

DAY FIVE


Galatians 3:23-29

Abraham's heirs
In these concluding verses, Paul summarizes what he has introduced earlier.  

v. 23
What function of the Law is mentioned here? _________________________________________


What changed that? _____________________________________________________________

v. 24
What, then, was the purpose of the Law? ____________________________________________


How is anyone justified? __________________________

v. 25-26  For those who are saved by faith, what role does the Law have? ________________________


So, Jews, who had the Law,  and Gentiles, who did not, are ___________________________



through ______________ in _____________________.

Paul is restating what was determined at the Council of Jerusalem.  For review read Acts 15:7-9 for

Peter's proclamation.  

How is salvation described in v. 27? ______________________________________________________

This image is also found in other places in Scripture.  

clothed:
Rom. 13:14      Put on _____________________ and make no provision for the 



___________ in regard to its ________________.

baptized:  Rom. 6:3-5  Salvation is described as having been baptized into Christ Jesus in both


His ___________ and His ____________.

Find a good definition for "baptize": _____________________________________________________

v. 28
Having this "covering" for every believer then, there is a logical conclusion:

There is neither __________ nor ____________;  neither _____________ nor ______________;


  neither __________ nor ____________. Believers are all one in __________________.


But there are even more non-distinctions.  Col. 3:10-11   No distinction between 

______________ and _______________;        _________________ and __________________;


______________ and _______________;        _________________ and __________________;


 Christ is all, and in all.


v. 29
Because of faith, every believer is therefore a descendant of ______________________



heirs according to promise.  What promise?  Summarize  Gen. 17:4-7  


______________________________________________________________________________
Romans 1:16 states that the gospel is the power of God for salvation.  The gospel was referenced by Paul when he began this letter.  Gal. 1:3-5  So the gospel is about Jesus.  Although Jesus came 4,000 years after Adam's first sin, how do we know that the gospel has always been the only way anyone has ever been saved?  ____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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