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Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Class Notes for May 14, 2019
Paul had gone to great lengths to expose the false teaching of those who would impose the requirements of OT Law as a cause and condition for their justification before God.  Central to the issue was circumcision which was the sign of God's covenant with Abraham.  The Law was given four hundred and thirty years later, so it is obvious that Abraham himself was not saved by the Law.  Abraham was saved by grace, and as he believed God it was counted to him as righteousness.  Paul pointed out that Abraham was declared righteous by God even before the covenant was made and before Abraham was circumcised.  God's covenant with Abraham continued through his son Isaac to Isaac's son Jacob.  These were the children of promise.  The lineage from Abraham through Ishmael pictured those who were slaves to sin and outside the promises of God.  The blessing of Abraham would come to all who would be saved by grace alone.  
What promise from God would bring salvation?  The promise of a Redeemer, One who would be sent by God to redeem His people from their sins.  This Redeemer would fulfill all requirements for righteousness, and He would suffer the punishment for their sins by His death on the cross.  The Father would impute to Jesus the sins of those who are His, and Jesus' righteousness would be imputed to them.  This righteousness far exceeded any which could be earned or acquired even if any person could perfectly obey the Law.
The Law was not given to bring salvation.  Impossible to obey, it was a burden and a curse.  It serves as a tutor to bring people to salvation by grace alone.  The Law reveals the righteousness of God and the sinfulness of man.  It serves as a foundation for justice and civil law, punishing the wicked and protecting the innocent.  The Law also gives believers guidance for how to live pleasing to God.

Paul has stressed these foundational doctrines and now, as he completes this letter to the churches in Galatia, he has a few concluding instructions.
Galatians 6:1-5
Fulfilling the Law
Paul instructed "those who are spiritual" how to treat those who had gone astray and acted unrighteously.  Today, many people claim to be "spiritual" but not religious.  Scripture defines what it means to be truly spiritual.  Genuinely spiritual or saved persons can be identified by several qualities.  
They walk by the spirit and not according to the flesh.  




Gal. 5:16  

They do not practice sin nor would they hesitate to speak truth as revealed by God.  

They would be filled with the spirit to speak of God in words and songs, they would be thankful, and 
they would be humble submitting to one another because of Jesus.  

Eph. 5:18-20  
Spiritual persons  have the word of Christ richly dwelling in them.  


Col. 3:16 

They exhibit the fruit of the Holy Spirit in significant measure and increasing.  

Gal. 5:22-23     
Those who are spiritual have a responsibility in the wake of false teachings.  In a spirit of gentleness, the offender is to be restored to fellowship.  In this process, each person was to be aware of their own vulnerability to deception and not be drawn away by false teachings, standing firm in the truth.  To correct or help someone else, each person must examine themselves to be sure that they are right with God before offering spiritual help to others.  Jesus taught His disciples the importance of examining oneself before judging others.  The speck in someone else's eye may not compare to the log in ours.  Matt. 7:1-5  Paul instructed them to bear one another's burdens but to carry their own load. v. 2, 6  
A load is an appropriate responsibility or assignment, while a burden is an excessively heavy load which may be difficulties or problems which someone would find too much to carry alone.  To bear someone's burdens indicates endurance and shared strength.  Fulfilling the law of Christ would be to love one another as He loves all who are His.  Loving God and loving others fulfills the Law.  Matt. 22:37-40
It has been said that to bear someone else's burden is to "step into their pain and walk with them."   Often people feel very alone and overwhelmed by the challenges in their lives.  It is a great blessing to have someone who will listen and give encouragement and wisdom from what God has revealed to us in His Son and in His word.  And it is a blessing to be that "burden sharer."
Love expressed among believers
Loving one another as Jesus loves us is evident in every aspect of our lives.  This week we looked at some of the verses which give practical and specific instructions on how we are to show this love.  
"One another" is specific to those who are fellow believers.  There is a little space here with each verse 
for a personal note as we discuss these in class.
Mark 9:50b
Be at peace with one another.

Rom. 12:10
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.

Rom. 14:13
Let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this - 




not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way

Rom. 14:19
Pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

Rom. 15:5
Be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus.

1 Cor. 12:25
There may be no division in the body, but that the members may have 




the same care for one another.

Gal. 5:13
Through love serve one another.

Eph. 4:2
With all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another.

Eph. 4:32
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted forgiving each other, 




just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Eph. 5:21
Be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

Phil. 2:3
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 




regard one another as more important than yourselves.

Col. 3:9
Do not lie to one another since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices.

Col. 3:13
Bearing with one another and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 



anyone; just the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
1 Thes. 4:18
(Concerning Jesus' triumphant return), therefore comfort one another with these words.

1 Thes. 5:13b
Live in peace with one another.

Heb. 3:13
Encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "today", 




so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

Heb.10:24
Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds.

James 5:9
Do not complain, brethren, against one another, 




so that you yourselves may not be judged.

James 5:16
Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.

1 Pet. 4:9
Be hospitable to one another without complaint.

1 Pet. 4:10
As each one has received a spiritual gift, employ it in serving one another 




as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

1 John 1:7
As we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, 




we have fellowship with one another.

1 John 4:11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Galatians 6:6-10
Doing good
Verse 6 makes reference to how teachers of God's word are to be treated.  The gospel and sound doctrine based on the character and purposes of God and on Scripture are critical in our understanding who we are in Christ and how we are to live.  Those who teach us have a great privilege and a great responsibility.  Although in some sense, we all teach someone perhaps a friend or in our family, but there is a calling and a spiritual gift for teaching.  Those who would teach God's word are cautioned that there is a stricter judgment.  James 3:1  An example for us of what it means to be called to teach would be Ezra who "set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel."  Ezra 7:10  
Good teachers consistently give and explain God's wisdom and not their own opinions, human traditions or worldly philosophies.  Surely, all good things can be shared with those teachers who are faithful to these standards.  God calls many of His children into full-time ministry, and those who proclaim the gospel are to get their living from the gospel.  1 Cor. 9:14  Note that this is about benevolence and not a demand for wages.  When necessary Paul supported himself financially by working as a tentmaker, but certainly not by charging fees for his speeches or by selling copies of his letters!  Ministry is not for accumulation of wealth.  The "rule of thumb" for compensation is that those who bring God's word live as those to whom they minister.
There is a farming proverb about sowing and reaping:  You reap what you sow.  Farmers invest in the ground, and the crop will yield what is planted.  Generally, a generous crop of beans is the result of generous planting of bean seeds.  In life, we sow or invest in our souls.  If we spend time, effort and resources on things of the flesh (sinfulness), the harvest will be corruption.  If we spend time, effort and resources on things of the Spirit, then from the Spirit will come eternal life. No one can plant beans and harvest corn!  But the harvest is not always immediate!  Farming is very hard work, even with modern machines and chemicals.  It is easy to get discouraged, especially if the harvest doesn't come soon.  Concerning Spiritual rewards, Paul urges believers not to be discouraged or grow weary in doing good for there is a guaranteed harvest of eternal life.  So, keep on keeping on!  Do good to all people, but especially to those who are of the household of faith; those who are fellow believers, our "one anothers".
Galatians 6:11-17
Motives
In v. 11 Paul states that they are reading his own handwriting.  Letters were often dictated to a scribe.  Rom. 16:22   In closing several letters, Paul indicated he wrote at least part of it himself.  1 Cor. 16:21, 
2 Thes. 3:17, Col. 4:18  Some commentators think that the "large letters" may have indicated a vision problem, but others consider this just to be a distinctive writing style.  Also, there is some debate about whether Paul is indicating the closing verses of this letter or the entire letter in his own hand.
In v. 12-13  Paul once again chastised those who were motivated by pride to impose on others the 
lifestyle they had followed in observing the Law for salvation.  As they insisted that the Gentiles 
be circumcised, they were "putting notches on their belts" as each convert to legalism was added.  
Also, those who insisted on circumcision were persecuting those who resisted, and others were 
joining in the false teachings in order to avoid social exclusion and perhaps financial losses and 
to protect their standing as Jews in the Roman Empire.  Christians were already under severe 
persecution from Rome because of their declaration of loyalty to Jesus and not Caesar.
v. 14-16  There is an obvious fallacy about keeping the Law to obtain salvation.  Those who insist on the 
Law cannot even keep it themselves.  Keeping the Law cannot save anyone.  Only the cross of 
Christ saves.  Salvation is described as a believer being a new creation.  Paul proclaimed that it 
was no longer he who lived, but Christ who lives in him.  Gal. 2:20  A believer's life is hidden in 
Christ.  Col. 3:3  What is the rule to live by?  Loving God and others, and showing that love by 
obeying Jesus' commandments.
v. 17  Paul called on the believers in Galatia to stop causing trouble for him.  He had already suffered


much for Christ, and Paul's suffering had left scars as did Jesus' suffering.
Galatians 6:18
A benediction
We are concluding this study by looking at benedictions in Scripture, beginning with the priestly blessing from Numbers 6:23-26.  As we turned through the pages of our Bibles we saw many blessings given to those who love the Lord Jesus and live for Him.  Just to name a few . . .

the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,


perseverance, encouragement, hope, joy, peace, grace, incorruptible love,  real knowledge, 
discernment, to be sincere and blameless, to have the fruit of righteousness,


to live in the praise and glory of God,    and

Heb. 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.  Amen!
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