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Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Class Notes for May 7, 2019
Paul continued to demonstrate from their own Scriptures how the Judaizers had misunderstood the role and purpose of the Law by pointing out that events and experiences in Abraham's life confirmed salvation by grace alone had always been true.  Abraham was declared righteous by God before the covenant was given, and his two sons symbolized the bondage of the Law through the son of the slave woman and the freedom through Isaac, the son of promise.

As children of salvation by grace alone, believers are inheritors with Jesus of all that is promised by God including freedom from the curse and burden of the Law.  It was given to serve as a tutor to bring us to an understanding of the futility of works as a means for salvation.  At the same time, the Law has several purposes:  to reveal the righteousness of God and the sinfulness of man; to serve a civil purpose to deter crime and to protect the righteous; and to guide believers in how to live pleasing to God.  Jesus taught that those who love Him keep His commandments, and as we looked at the OT list of commandments we saw that the NT intensifies the requirements of the Law by repeating them in the context of the New Covenant and how they are to be obeyed by those whose hearts have been changed.
While there was much debate about whether circumcision was required, the church has dealt with other issues through the years concerning what is brought forward into the New Covenant.  Jesus fulfilled the law for believers, and in that regard the church does not observe the sacrificial requirements nor the dietary and ceremonial requirements of the Law.  Sabbath observances (weekly and festival) were given to Israel as a sign of the Law and that they were God's people.  Sabbaths are not practiced by the church. Removing the fourth commandment would leave only nine commandments for the church except for the fact that Jesus gave His followers a new commandment:  Love one another as He has loved us.  So the church also has ten commandments. 
Galatians 5:1-6

Living by grace
Paul urged the believers of the churches in Galatia to stand firm in what they had been instructed.  Their freedom in grace through Christ from the burden and curse of the Law was not just a temporary condition but one in which they were to stand firm and not waffle.  Seeking to be justified before God by the Law would deny the efficacy of grace, and by doing so they would fall away from living by that freedom.  Those who trust in the Law receive no benefit from grace.  The primary issue concerning the Law  in this letter to the Galatians is circumcision.  Paul points out that because grace rules, circumcision is not the deciding factor.
Faith and grace are the "dynamic duo" of our salvation.  Faith is God's power given to us and by which we believe, love, do good works, mature, grow in the fruit of the Spirit, and live pleasing to God.  The righteous will live by faith.  Rom. 1:17   Grace is God's sovereign disposition to do something beneficial.  God is the origin of both faith and grace.  And faith works through love.  Some denominations teach that "falling from grace" means that it is possible to lose one's salvation.  God acts sovereignly and unilaterally to justify a person who is chosen before the foundation of the world, and not according to any merit or works on that person's part.  In other words, it is God's grace that saves through faith and not because of something any person does to gain salvation.  If we don't deserve our salvation and we cannot work to earn it, how could we possibly reverse what God has done and lose it?  Salvation is not ours to gain or ours to lose.  We are secure, and Jesus will lose nothing of what the Father has given Him.  John 6:37-39  In Gal. 5:5, Paul points out that it is by faith, through the Spirit, that we wait for the hope of salvation.  That hope is not a wish or a desire, but a sure expectation based on the word and power of God.  God who began our salvation will complete it.  Phil. 1:6
In Hebrews 12:14-15 believers are admonished to pursue peace and sanctification and not fall short of the grace of God.  Living in the fullness of the grace which we have been given testifies to the greatness of God's lovingkindness in our salvation.  As we have seen in Paul's letter to the Galatians, putting believers back under the burden of the Law denies grace.  In further testimony to the power of grace, we draw near with confidence to God's throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  Heb. 4:16
Galatians 5:7-12

Sin corrupts and spreads
A warning!  Other views had taken them away from the truth, and these false teachings did not come from the God who had saved them.  Even a little falsehood is dangerous.  Paul quotes from a parable told by Jesus in Matt. 13:33 that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.  In the OT leaven represented sin of all kinds.  Leaven, or yeast, ferments or reacts chemically with bread dough to make it rise.  This is a corrupting process, breaking down the molecules, and producing gas.  The process spreads to the entirety of the available dough. In the OT, unleavened bread was required for Passover and other grain sacrifices.
Scripture interprets scripture, so we look to cross references to get a more specific definition for leaven.

Jesus warned of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees who taught legalism and that there was no resurrection.  Matt. 16:6, 11-12.  The leaven of Herod would have been immorality.  Mark 8:15  Jesus said that the Pharisees' hypocrisy was leaven.  Luke 12:1  In 1 Cor. 5:6-8, Paul points out that believers are unleavened because of Jesus' sacrifice.  Leaven is identified as malice and wickedness, and that which is unleavened is sincerity and truth.  
Paul states two desires:  That they would adopt no other view than what they had been taught by him, and that the false teachers would bear their judgment. Paul seems to be losing patience with them and would state that perhaps they should "mutilate" themselves instead of insisting that the Gentiles suffer the procedure of circumcision. 
One of the tactics used by those who opposed salvation by grace alone was to persecute those who disagreed with them.  Apparently the Judaizers had claimed that Paul agreed with them, but they still persecuted Paul.  That didn't make any sense.  The stumbling block was that salvation by grace strips any person of the opportunity to earn salvation by his own merit and causes opposition.  A person who knows they are saved by grace is grateful; the person who considers his salvation a result of any of his own merit or works is prideful.
Galatians 5:13-15

Love your neighbor
There was another danger.  Having freedom because of grace did not give anyone license to sin!  We have already seen that although we are not saved by the Law, we are to live by the commandments given to us by Jesus.  The NT interpretations of the commandments are much more demanding than those of the OT because under grace sin is clearly a matter of the heart and not just actions or inaction.  How we feel and what we think counts!  Motivation counts!  Our motive for righteous living is always love for God and love for others, which fulfills the Law.  Matt. 22:36-40
Our commandment to love is given on three levels:


Loving God with all our heart, soul and mind.  Loving our neighbors as ourselves.


Loving one another (other believers) as Jesus loves us and gave Himself for us.  John 15:12
The Apostle John pointed out that the one who does not love his brother cannot love God. 

1 John 4:19-20  We are taught by God to love one another.  1 Thes. 4:9  Loving one another prohibits certain behaviors and certainly conflict (biting and devouring one another) within the body of believers is not allowed.  There are other places in Scripture where believers are not acting in a loving way toward one another.  Those who taught false doctrines were called conceited with a morbid interest in controversial question an disputes about words, causing envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction.  1 Tim. 6:3-5  Believers are to avoid worldly and empty chatter which leads to further ungodliness.  This talk spreads like gangrene.  2 Tim. 2:16-17  Any person in the congregation who caused disputes is to be rejected.  Titus 3:9-11  Believers are to turn away from those who teach contrary to truth.  Rom. 16:17-18
On the positive side, there is unity of the Spirit among those who are truly in Christ.  We are one body, there is one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father who is over all and through all and in all.  Eph. 4:3-6
Galatians 5:16-21

Desires and deeds of the flesh
Paul has warned them not to take an opportunity for the flesh.  Here flesh identifies human sinful desires and behavior.  To walk by the Spirit means to listen to that indwelling Holy Spirit given to us by God to guide and teach us.  As those who are in Christ we are freed from the power of sin and obligated to righteousness.  The flesh and the Spirit are in opposition.  Each strives against the other. The Spirit will remind us of the things of God and empower us to resist sin.  
Sanctification is the process by which we learn how to live pleasing to God, rejecting sin and maturing in faithfulness.  Believers may still sin because of ignorance or weakness.  By confessing our sin (agreeing with God concerning our sin and repenting) we are assured of forgiveness and cleansing.  

1 John 1:9    There are examples in Scripture where forgiveness was based on ignorance of sin.  

Luke 23:34; Heb. 9:7.      Deliberate sin, practicing sin, without confession and repentance, is not forgiven.     Num. 15:27-31,   John 15:22-24,   Heb. 6:4-6,    Heb. 10:26,   
Paul told them that they already know specific deeds of the flesh or sin.  He named 15 and adds "and things like these."  It seems there is plenty of opportunity to sin.  Anyone who practices these sins, without repentance, will not inherit the kingdom of God.  Knowingly practicing sin denies any claim to salvation that person may have, no matter their excuses or self-justification.   1 John 3:6-10
Galatians 5:22-25

Fruit of the Spirit
In contrast, believers are indwelled by the Holy Spirit and He is producing good things in their lives.  There are nine qualities listed here as one.  They are not separate but synergistic and increase as a believer matures in faith and practice.  Obviously, there is no law against these so it is not a matter of law but of empowerment by God.  The evidence is clear:  those who belong to Jesus have died to sin (crucified the flesh) and overcome sinful passions and desires.  The Spirit brought us life, and we are to live by the power of same Spirit.  In summary, Paul reminds the church that this Spirit also brings unity, and they are not to be boastful, challenging one another, or envying one another.    Phil. 2:1-4
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