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Obeying the Law, Living under Grace








Class Notes for April 23, 2019
In last week's lesson we learned how the early church struggled to understand that salvation comes as a gift from God, by grace through faith in Jesus and not earned by obeying the Law.  Although the Jerusalem Council addressed the issue with specific reference to circumcision, both the leadership and other believers continued to be divided about the role of the Law under the new covenant.  Christianity had become established as separate from Judaism, but Jewish converts continued to impose requirements of the Law taking special aim at Gentiles who had been converted from pagan and Lawless backgrounds.   The two covenants given by God through Abraham and then Moses are considered the "Law".  Jews would also struggle with the promises given through David that their Messiah would be king since Jesus came to establish a spiritual Kingdom and not an earthly one.  Paul continued this letter by revealing that no one, including Abraham, had been saved by the Law.  
Galatians 3:1-9

The blessing of Abraham
Paul called them foolish for not remembering how they were saved and for having been led away from truth by the evil deception of the Judaizers who had charmed or misled them by appealing to their emotions instead of reason.  Paul reminded them of two important experiences which should have kept them from being susceptible to false teachings:  It was through the true gospel that they had been saved and received the Holy Spirit.  Jesus' crucifixion was the core of the true gospel, a one-time event with eternal results, not requiring human works to supplement His sacrifice for sin. 
Paul  reminded them that they had received the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation by faith 
brought about by hearing the truth of the gospel and not as a result of any effort or act on their part.  
The Holy Spirit is given to every believer as evidence and assurance of their salvation.   Rom. 8:9b; 
Eph. 1:13; 1 Cor. 12:13; 1 John 3:24, 4:13    Paul asked another rhetorical question:  Since they had been saved without works, did they consider works a way to improve on God's grace?  Next Paul recalled that they had experienced grace in many things, blessings which they had not earned.  Verse 5 brings this logical presentation to a conclusion:  God gives believers the Holy Spirit and He continues to work miracles, not through the Law but by hearing with faith.  This is more clearly understood by knowing that faith is God's enabling power, activated by His word which had been preached to them.
In verses 6-9 Paul continued to prove his point by recalling how Abraham was saved.  He was simply declared righteous by God as evidenced by his believing God.  It is also notable that God's covenant with Abraham   Gen. 17:1-14   was given after Abraham was declared righteous.  Gen. 15:6   Paul pointed out some important facts:  The sons of Abraham are not those who are his physical descendants, but those who are of the same faith.  The Apostle John assured believers that the children of God are those who were born of God, not by blood (descendants of Abraham), nor by the will of the flesh (self determination or effort), but of God.   John 1:12-13     Romans 9:16 assures us that salvation does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

Paul expounded on Abraham's being given righteousness  in more detail in his letter to the church in Rome.  The entire Chapter 4 makes two major points which are integral to our understanding of Paul's argument:  1).  Abraham was declared righteous, and     2). God promised that many nations would be blessed through him.  The Scripture in fact revealed before the Messiah came that God would save many nations (Gentiles) through the gospel.  Because of God's promises through Abraham (as well as others, of course), all believers, not just the Jews, are blessed in Abraham.  Abraham's belief in God's promises is equated to every person being declared righteous who believes in the gospel.  Rom. 4:21-24    We know that this belief is not merely an acceptance of information, but an internalizing of truth which is life changing; it is saving belief.  

Galatians 3:10-14

The curse of the Law
Paul certainly discouraged anyone from believing that they are saved by works by pointing out that the Law is actually a curse bringing divine judgment and condemnation because no one can completely obey it.  Deut. 27:26,  James 2:10      Even before the Messiah came to bring the gospel, Habakkuk   Hab. 2:4  proclaimed that those who are made righteous by faith also live by faith, the enabling power of God, also quoted by Paul in Rom. 1:17.  
Since the Law is a curse which no one can fully obey, how can that curse be removed?  Jesus became the curse for everyone who is saved by Him as He paid the penalty on the cross  Deut. 21:23   for our failure to keep the Law perfectly and reconciled us to God.  As a result of Jesus' work, the blessings to Abraham would go to the Gentiles.  The promise is received as those who are saved receive the Holy Spirit through faith (again, not works).  Simply stated:  We are, after all, saved by works, but not ours.  We are saved by the atoning work of Jesus.  
Galatians 3:15-18

Abraham's seed
But there was more to God's promises to Abraham.  Something about a "seed", or a physical descendant.  Paul reminds them that even human covenants are binding and unchangeable once they have been agreed upon.  God's promise to Abraham prophesied a singular descendant.  That promise is a continuation of the one made in the first gospel (protoevangelium, Gen. 3:15)  when Eve's "seed" would crush the head of Satan's seed.  The blessing of all nations in Abraham's seed is given in Gen. 22:18.  Here Paul makes it clear:  that seed is Christ.
Paul continues by pointing out that the Law came 450 years after God's promises to Abraham and did not invalidate that covenant which is everlasting.  Gen. 17:7    Therefore God's promises through Abraham were superior to the Law.  Also, believers inherit the promises through Abraham, and by definition an inheritance is not earned but granted.
Galatians 3:19-22

Why the Law?
So, why did God give the Law at all if it cannot save?  Good question.  It was given because of sin.

Sin came into being with Adam's disobedience to God, an act of sin, resulting in a condition of sin (iniquity) for all humanity.   So sin certainly existed before the Law was given but there was no objective measure or accounting for sin.  The Law codified, put in writing, what is sinful and punishments were given.   Rom. 5:12-13, 18-19      Breaking a specific Law is a transgression.  In summary
iniquity   

is the condition of human sinfulness,    



sin 


is an act of sinfulness including omission, and   



transgression 

is to sin by breaking or transgressing a specific command or law  

The law was given through messengers from God:  Moses, the Levites, judges, prophets.

God alone ratified the covenants He made, but since there are more than one party to a covenant, a mediator is required for the receiving party.  Paul was most clear in his letter to Timothy concerning this relationship:  that mediator is Christ.  1 Tim. 2:5

Continuing, Paul pointed out that the promises of righteousness as a gift through faith are not in cross purposes to the Law.  In fact, it is the Law which condemns, shuts everyone up under the impossibility of obeying it, so that the gift of salvation through faith in Jesus can be given to those who believe.  Jesus fulfilled the Law for all who are saved in Him.  Matt. 5:17  There is no longer a curse for those who are in Christ.  But does faith nullify the Law?  No, by faith the Law is established!  Rom. 3:28-31

Three parts of the Law     Constitutional Law   The Ten Commandments   




        Case Law
          
       Punishment for offenses (changes)     




        Ceremonial Law       Priestly and dietary requirements  (fulfilled by Jesus)
Three purposes of the Law
     1.
Reflects to us both the perfect righteousness of God and



our own sinfulness and shortcomings.     

Romans 3:20, 4:15, 5:13; 7:7-11   




Gives us knowledge of our sins and



    
Shows us 
Our need for pardon and our danger of damnation




To lead us in repentance and faith to Christ          Gal. 3:19-24
     2.
“Civil use” – restrains evil.



Although it cannot change the heart, it can to some extent, inhibit lawlessness 



by its threats of judgment




     especially when backed by a civil code that administers punishment for 




     proven offences.  


Deut 13:6-11; 19:16-21;    Rom. 13:3,4



Protects the righteous from the unjust.
     3.
Guides the regenerate into good works that God has planned for them.  Eph 2:10


The Law tells believers what will please God (their family code).



Jesus said that those who become His disciples must be taught to do all 






that He had commanded.  Matt 28:20     and that



Obedience to His commands will prove the reality of one’s love for Him.    John 14:15


The Christian is free from the law as a means for  salvation 





Rom. 6:14; 7:4,6;    1 Cor. 9:20;    Gal 2:15-19; 3:25



But is under the law toward Christ as a rule of life     1 Cor. 9:21;    Gal 6:2
Galatians 3:23-29

Abraham's heirs

Those who were depending on the Law for righteousness were learning that it was an impossible task.  Therefore, the Law was a tutor teaching about the need for faith.  Now that faith through Jesus had come, a tutor was no longer needed.  It is Jesus, not the Law, who makes us sons of God through faith.  John 1:12    Paul described believers as baptized into Christ and therefore "clothed" or covered with Christ.  As Paul explained in Rom. 6:3-4, being baptized into Christ is our complete identification with Him in His death and life.  We are in Christ, and Christ is in us.  Because of this, other distinctions are immaterial:  Jew/Greek, slave/free, male/female  All are one in Christ.  

Israel was chosen by God as the nation through which He would reveal Himself.  Many of them were not saved.  But through Israel God would continue to reveal Jesus, the seed of the woman who was to come.  Although Abraham was chosen by God to be father to Israel, it was through his seed, Jesus, that the spiritual inheritance is given to many nations.  Therefore, everyone of faith like Abraham has this inheritance through him.  Throughout the OT, salvation came through faith to everyone who believed in the coming Messiah.  Everyone who has ever been saved, or who will ever be saved, is saved by Jesus.  
Salvation is God's gift of grace through faith.  There is no other salvation.  
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